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PRAYERS.

One petition was laid on the Table.

STATEMENT BY MR. SPEAKER

MR. SPEAKER: Yesterday when the House was considering third reading
of the Bill in connection with the foot and mouth disease Mr. Diefenbaker
moved an amendment. The Minister of Agriculture contended that the
amendment was out of order. However, I allowed it to stand. Since that
time I have given further consideration to the amendment and although it
may have been technically in order I am rather doubtful of the practical
result which would have followed if it had carried. The Committee would
have reconsidered an amendment which would have necessitated an expendi-
ture of money. But the Committee could not have taken any action on the
matter without a motion by a Member of the Government. The Government
had intimated that it would not propose such an amendment. Accordingly
I am doubtful if any useful purpose would have been served by referring the
matter back to the Committee. The purpose of this statement is to advise
the House that, for the reason which I have stated and for other reasons,
should a similar amendment be moved on any future occasion, I would not
feel myself bound by the ruling which I made yesterday.

“Introduction of Bills” being called as follows:—
Mr. Arsenault—Bill intituled: “An Act repecting Confederation Day.”

By unanimous consent, on motion of Mr. Arsenault, the said proposed
Bill was withdrawn.



