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think that’'a distinction, politically and strategically,
can be made between Formosa and the coastal islands; also
indeed between Formosa and Korea. Nevertheless, the fact
that we have no commitments certainly does not mean that
we have no concern. We have a deep and abiding concern
because of considerations which make 1solation from these
questions well nigh lmpossible.

There is first our geferal concern with peace and
anything that might threaten it. Then there 1s our
special concern with United States policy from the con-
sequences of which Canada, a North American country, can-
not escape. Finally there is our close concern with any-
thing that weakens - as this question may - that coalition
the strength and unity of which, under the leadership of
the United States, is at present the strongest deterrent
against communist aggression and war.

I have said only recently, as many others have
said before me, that it would be impossible, in my view,
for either the United States or Canada to be neutral if
the people of the other country were engaged in a major
war in which their very existence as a people was at
stake, and that in working out our foreign and our defence
policies we can never forget that fact. By "we™ I mean
the United States as well as Canada. I think that is self
evident. It is one of the facts of international life
which we, and indeed other countries, have accepted. We
in Canada have already recognized that fact by our member-
ship in NaTO. We have recognized it also in our North
American continental defence arrangements which are and
must be, to be effective, on a joint basis and closely
co-operative.

Canadians, and I believe Americans also, under-
stand and accept the inescapable ‘interdependence of
Canada and the United States in the policies required
for our joint security and for the preservation of peace.
We cannot, therefore, isoclate ourselves from the
implications of that interdependence, if either country
were ever attacked by an aggressor. If these implications
at times cause anxiety on our part, as they do, we
certainly would have far greater cause for anxiety if
there were no recognition across the border of any such
mutual security and defence relationship, or no
recognition of our right to make our views known on
mztters which may be primuarily the responsibility of
Washington.

There are two main reasons, I think, why the
people of Canada do understand and accept this situation.
The first is that any war in which we were-jointly
enguged would be a defensive one, It is inconceivable to
Canadians, it is inconceivatle certainly to me, that the
United Stutes would ever initiate an aggressive war. It
is ulso inconceivatle that Canada would ever take part
in such a war.

The second reason, uas I see it, 1s that the only
aggressive force that threatens us today, or that could
commit a major aggression, 1s communist imperialism. Does
anybody believe that we could or should keep out of an
all-out struggle precipitated by communist aggressive
power which, if victorious, would end everything that
makes for free and decent existence?




