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3. If a State Party believes that it will be unable to destroy or ensure the destruction of all 
cluster munitions referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article within eight years of entry into force of 
this Convention for that State Party it may submit a request to a Meeting of States Parties or a 
Review Conference for an extension of the deadline for completing the destruction of such cluster 
munitions by a period of up to four years. A State Party may, in exceptional circumstances, 
request additional extensions of up to four years. The requested extensions shall not exceed the 
number of years strictly necessary for that State Party to complete its obligations under 
paragraph 2 of this Article.

4. Each request for an extension shall set out:

(a) The duration of the proposed extension;

(b) A detailed explanation of the proposed extension, including the financial and 
technical means available to or required by the State Party for the destruction of 
all cluster munitions referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article and, where 
applicable, the exceptional circumstances justifying it;

(c) A plan for how and when stockpile destruction will be completed;

(d) The quantity and type of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions held at 
the entry into force of this Convention for that State Party and any additional 
cluster munitions or explosive submunitions discovered after such entry into 
force;

(e) The quantity and type of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions
destroyed during the period referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article; and

(f) The quantity and type of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions
remaining to be destroyed during the proposed extension and the annual 
destruction rate expected to be achieved.

5. The Meeting of States Parties or the Review Conference shall, taking into consideration 
the factors referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article, assess the request and decide by a majority of 
votes of States Parties present and voting whether to grant the request for an extension. The States 
Parties may decide to grant a shorter extension than that requested and may propose benchmarks 
for the extension, as appropriate. A request for an extension shall be submitted a minimum of nine 
months prior to the Meeting of States Parties or the Review Conference at which it is to be 
considered.

6. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 1 of this Convention, the retention or 
acquisition of a limited number of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions for the 
development of and training in cluster munition and explosive submunition detection, clearance or 
destruction techniques, or for the development of cluster munition counter-measures, is permitted. 
The amount of explosive submunitions retained or acquired shall not exceed the minimum number 
absolutely necessary for these purposes.


