
1 It is important' said the report of a 1998 UN forum in New York on the role of SRSGs 'that the nature
and scope of an SRSG's role be clearly articulateci to avoid confusion either withi or outside the UN' The
SRSG's role was the subject of a high level forum in New York i July 1998, attended by Kofi Annan
himself and by eight serving or past SRSGs. The resultant report 'Commnand from the Saddle: Managing
United Nations peace-building missions' was published by the forumn's organisers, the Oslo-based FAFO
Institute for Applied Social Science, i earl>' 1999.

2 John Mackilay has, for example, written of the excellent cooperation between peacekeepers and NGOs i

Bosnia i Multiational Division (South West) i 1997: "The Stabilisation Force military ifrastructure had

becomne more pervasive than that of the civil agencies, reaching down comprehensively to the grass-roots
level i a way that humanitarians could not. This created an obvious area for cooperation: humanitarian
agencies would provide the relief and development equipment and expertise, and the SFOR military

organisation would help to target the most needy areas and distribute the equipment. John Mackinlay
'NOOs and militar>' peacekeepers: fiienda or focs?' i Jane s IDR 7/97.

3 o example see the MOD's Peace Support Operations JWP 3-50 pp'l-5; and Major S R Skeates
"Operatig i a complex enviroument: How can the British militar>' improve Interagency Cooperation ini

Peace Support Operations?' RMCS Shrivenham dissertation 1998.

4 Brigadier-General Jeffery Pilkington, commander of Operation Provide Comfort i Northern Iraq 1993-
95, identified lack of communication, together with lack of trust, as the two major causes of
misunderstanding between militar>' and hwnanitarian personnel. See Jeffer>' S Pilkigton "Improvig
militar>' and civilian cooperation i humanitarian relief operations" i Refugee Partici ation Joural No.
23 Jan-Apr 1997.

1 in Somalia i 1993, the military so antagonised the local population that for relief workers to be protected

by the militar>' i some cases icreased their risk of being attacked b>' local warlords.

6 ClnlPaul Filler (then British Armny, now working for ECHO) i an iterview i Nairobi 15 March

1999.

7 ibid pp3-4.

8 Figures are from UN Peacekeeviniz: 50 years 1948-1998 DPI/2004 1998.

cit. pp7.


