Strengthening Ecotech and capacity building efforts

Leaders recognize that in addition to promoting sustainable development
and narrowing disparity, Ecotech helps to enable all member economies to
achieve prosperity through activities that both directly support trade and
investment liberalization and facilitation and strengthen the
competitiveness of our economies. Leaders applaud the efforts undertaken
this year to update the OAA Part II and call for greater integration of
Ecotech efforts with all APEC priority goals. Leaders underscore the need
to give a strong impetus to ensuring the effective implementation of
various Ecotech initiatives, especially crosscutting issues such as human
capacity building.

Leaders recognize the importance of substantially enhancing the profile of
Ecotech and improving the coordination and management of Ecotech
activities of all fora. In this context, Leaders welcome the review to be
undertaken on the mandate and role of the SOM Subcommittee for
Ecotech (ESC), and look forward to early progress. Leaders also recognize
the need to encourage the incorporation of the priorities of micro, small
and medium enterprises throughout the APEC agenda.

Leaders agree to further develop Ecotech Action Plans (EAPs), as an
instrument to gauge and encourage Ecotech activities, drawing from the
experience and lessons learned in the pilot phase. Leaders also call on all
members to take partin this exercise on a voluntary basis. Leaders agree
that APEC should strengthen ties with bilateral, multilateral, and private
funding entities with a view to minimizing duplication and maximizing the
delivery of capacity building programs. Leaders instruct Ministers and
officials to intensify Ecotech activities and report the progress to the
Ministerial Meetings next year.
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