
WHOSE SECURITY? RE-IMAGINING POST-COLD 

WAR PEACEKEEPING FROM A FEMINIST 

PERSPECTIVE 

Dianne Otto .  

Introduction 

Feminists have utilized a range of strategies to analyze matters of international 

security. 1  One strategy is to look for silences and gaps in the mainstream discourse, 

to think about what is not being articulated and to ask where the women are, so as to 

bring to the fore issues of gender that had previously been erased. 2  A related strategy 

is to examine whether apparently neutral policies and programmes have gender-

differentiated impacts and to thereby lend a transparency to those who are actually 

benefiting from the way neutrality is understood. 3  A third strategy is to examine who 

has access to and participates in decision-making in order to problematize the narrow, 

masculinist interests represented by those who have the power to determine security 

priorities. 4  A fourth approach is to critique the conceptions of gender that are being 
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