
diseases and deaths from infectious disease have risen sharply in the last decade for a variety of 
reasons, including the emergence of drug-resistant microbes and the increased movement of 
people and products. 

32. In the conaing year, our governments will promote more effective coordination of 
international responses to outbreaks; promote development of a global surveillance networlc, 
building upon existing national and regional surveillance systems; and help to build public health 
capacity to prevent, detect and control infectious diseases globally including efforts to explore 
the use of regional stocks of essential vaccines, therapeutics, diagnostics and other materials. 
Central to this work will be strengthening and linking existing activities in and among each of 
our countries, with developing countries, and in other fora, especially the World Health 
Organimtion. We support the efforts of the WHO and the recent World Health Assembly 
resolutions regarding the quality of biological and pharmaceutical products. 

33.Preventing the transmission of HIV infection and the development of AIDS is an urgent 
global public health imperative. While other prevention and treatment methods must be pursued, 
in the long term the development of safe, accessible, and effective vaccines against AIDS holds 
the best chance of limiting, and eventually eliminating, the threat of this disease. We will work 
to provide the resources necessary to accelerate AIDS vaccine research, and together will 
enhance international scientific cooperation and collaboration. Cooperation among scientists and 
governments in the developed and developing world and international agencies will be critical. 
We call on other states to join us in this endeavor. 

34.The Joint United Nations Program on HrV/AIDS (UNAIDS) must help expand the scale and 
quality of the response to HIV/AIDS.  Asa  group and with others, we will work to assure that it 
has resources adequate to fulfill its mandate 

Nuclear Safety 

35.We reaffirm our commitments from the 1996 Moscow Summit on Nuclear Safety and 
Security to give an absolute priority to safety in the use of nuclear energy. We note that further 
substantial progress is still required in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe and in the 
Newly Independent States, especially by strengthening regulatory authorities, enhancing reactor 
safety and improving safety culture. We consider further joint efforts to this end a major 
priority. In this regard, we attach the greatest importance to the full implementation of the 
Nuclear Safety Account agreements. 

36.We note with satisfaction the entry into force by the Nuclear Safety Convention and the 
preparations now underway for the first review meeting to be held in April 1999. We applaud 
the rapid progress made in developing the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel 
Management and the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management and encourage finalization. We 
wekome the forthcoming adoption of the Protocol to amend the Vienna Convention on civil 
liability for miclear damage and of a new Supplementary Funding Convention. These 
conventions will facilitate international safety cooperation and provide for increased 
compensation for victims in the event of a nuclear accident. 

Global Energy Issues 

37.We decided to convene a ministerial on energy issues in Moscow next year, and request our 
officiais  to start preparations for such a meeting. Its results will be discussed at our next 
Summit. 
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