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Intergovernmental Agencies

Much of the United Nations work to improve the economic and social
conditions of the people of the world is carried out b>' specialized inter-
govermmental agencies that are separate, autonomous organizations related to
the United Nations b>' special agreements. These agencies have their own
deliberative and executive bodies, secretariats and budgets. Their work,
except for that of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), is co-
ordinated through the machiner' of the Economic and Social Council, and all-
except the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) - - act as executing
agencies for deveîopment projects financed b>' the RJNDP. They are the well-
known Specialized Agencies of the Uni.ted Nations.

The 15 intergovernmental agencies and the year in which each was
established are shown below:

International Labou~r Organization (ILO) 1919
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 194S
World Health Organiza.tion (WHO0) 1948
United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultuiral Qrganization (UNESCO) 1946
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 1947
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultat ive

Organization (IMCO) 1958
International Te1ecommunication Untion (ITRJ) 1865
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 1950
Universal Postal Unioni (UPU) 1>875
International Atoic Energy Ageixcy (IAEA) 1957~
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 1948
International Bank for Reconstruction and

Development (IBRDf) 1944
International Dèvelopment Association (IDA) 1960
International Finance Corporation (IFC) 1956
International Monetar>' Fund (IMF) 1945

Contributions to finance the i.nteovernmejntal agencies are separate
f rom payments to the United Nationps Regular Budget. Severa1 agenciLes (FAO,
ILO, UNESCO, WHO) fix their scal1es of assessments for the ajp&rt ioniuent of
their expenses in accordance with princip1es simila~r tEo th~ose app lied in
setting the United Nations scale. Other agencies (IÇAO, IMCO, WMO) deternine
their assessments b>' scales that are based in part on the Un~ited Nati.ons
scale and in part on the degree of interest in and u.se of teservices
provided. The IAEA's assessmepts are based on a modification of the United
Nat ions scale. The ITU and UPU give member states a certain freedom of
choice as to the level of their contributions. GATT is financed i7n accordance
with a scale of contributions assessed on each country's share in the total
trade of the contractîng parties and participating governments. (Canada's
percent assessment to different agencies is shown in Appendix 1.) The financial
Specialized Ageùcies (IBRD, IDA, IFC andt IMF) do not make assessments of their
members.


