
(E)very state hêlds a conversation with its siubjects as to the leiiayof its existence. In

this cnestothe state iseag i self-justification, in making the case for the koyalty

of its citizens. Soine states may have so weak a franchise without the use of force or fiction

that the creation and propagation of a narrative of Iegitimacy la aUl-consumn& pervasive,

and devastatingly revealing of the regime. Even ini democratic societios, however, the

necessity for suertngad mitnnga narrative of conmunity is a universal occupation.

What la important ia that these ideas and images are part of eveiy state's definition.

reloi si pbeween ther sbjects and thnsle.The state may clam t ir in er

mnarket-place of ideas out cf defence of its culture, a valid and relevant gon o

oftn eegat clletio ofimaes hatthegovnimnt(or a series of interest groupa>

minimal. But Starowicz writes as thoiigh the ideal always is adhered toand as if the state does not exist --

or, t least, tht it exista only when it la needed ta expedite the procesa. But the state dos exist, needs to

legitimate itself, and, as Price mae bnatyclear, iscnue laiseso upr n ef

f.,*ilic.*he ideal of ecflsbru optto sfeunl iltdadwh t ,


