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• provision ot unproved •helter with =clued to essential amenities in •  clear and 

'secure •etting conducive to health and to the prevention ot •nvironment-related 

diseeees,.while alleviating  •erious  •nvironmental degradation; 

• establishment ot 401 equitable'  •ystem et international  •conomic relations  •imed at 

achieving continuing economic advanceeent for all Statee based on principle's recoq-

weed by the international community in order to  •timulate and sustain  •nvironmen-

tally sound development,  •specially in developing c0untries.•34  

In the same resolution in 1987 the Assembly refined UNEP's mandate by 

•ndorsing the following statement of program priorities and functions far 

UNEP: 
• To provide leadership, advice. and gusdance in the 7111 syetem on restoring, prottect-

inch and improving the environmental basis for, and in general be a cacalyet Lo the 

promotion of.  •ustainable development: 

• To monitor. «sees, and report regularly on the state cf the  •nvironment and 

natural resources and emerging  •nvironmental 11411•11; 

• to salve svatlable. tn co-operattan wlth other  •gencsee where approprtate. guzdance 

for envtroneencal management. tncluding the development of management zecnntques, 

crtterta and tadscatorm !or envtronmencal gualt.ty standards and guzde/:.nee !or 

• ustamnable %use and management of natural resources; 

• to lamtmate and support the programmes and sown:lee worked out by the developtag 

co ntr es tor dealing %nth that: serious envtronmental problem; 

• te initiate and facilitate the development and, upon request, the ospedhdtsittos  of  

umpLesentation ot action plane ,  in the developing countries. for the management of 

ecosystems and critical environmental problems. Such plans  •hould be =pigmented 

and financed by the Governments concerned with appropriat• •xternal aseistancs. 

• :n cm.operation with other concerned institutions, to  •stablish and  •trengtnen its 

institutional and proteselonal capacity ot deweloptnq countrtes wtzh a vtew to 

integrating  •nvironmental considerations into their development policy and plan-

rung; 

• to promote awarenesa ot •nvironmental matters through education and maea medla; 

• to cm.roperate wtth VWCP and other UM &genets.. the World hank and regtonal develop-

ment banks. to strengthen the environmental dimensions ot  th..:  programmes and 

technical assistance projects. tnt. sLi.a. through traseLng and personnel second-

ments.•ele 

Dedpite considerable sUccess in carrying out the various tasks assigned 

by the General Assembly, UNEP's Governing council, at the suggestion of the 

Executiv• Director, decided at lt3 most recent regular session in May 1989 to 
strengthen UNEP's role as the 'central catalyzing,  cc-ordinating and stimulat-

ing body in the field of the environment within the United Nations dystem.' 
A number of substantive 'areas of concentration» were also identified 

that closely resemble the current agenda of the UNCED Preparatory Committee - 

atmosphere, freshwater, oceans and coastal areas, land resources (deforesta-

tion and desertification), biological diverdity, biotechnology, and hazardous 
wastes and toxins - and within these broad areas the Council decided special 
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