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provisica of improved eheltsr with access to essentlLal amenities 1o & Clear and
sccure getting conducive to health and to the preveantion of eavironment-related
diseases,.vhile alleviating sericus environmental degradaziea;

establishment of as equitable system of ianternaticnal econcmic relations aided at
achieving coatinuing economic sdvancement for all States based oa principles recog-
aszed by the internaticasl ity ia ord 2o etimulate and sustain eavironzen-
tally scund development, especially ia developing countries.*®

In the same resolution in 1987 the Assembly refined UNEP’'s mandate by

endorsing the following statement of program priorities and functions for

UNEP:

To provide lesdassiiip, advice, and guidance in the UN system on restoriag, protec:-
ing, asd improving the eavircamental basis for, and ia general be & catalyst .a the
promotican of, sustainable developmenc:

TO moBitor, assess, and report reqularly oo the state of the environzent and
natural fescurcss and emerging eavircazental lLssues;

%o make available, 18 co-cperatiald with cther ageancies vhers appraopriate, gudance
{or environmental 3anagement, including she developaent of management zacaniques,
eritaria and iadicazars f0X eavironzeatal quality standazds and Fuicei_zes 30

sustainable use and sanaqeasnt of natural ZescuIicses;

%o imitiate and Pport the prog and activities workad gut by the davelopiag
countriss for dealing with their eerious environaental probless;

to iaitiats and facilitate the develcpment and, upon request, the co-ordination of
wmplesentatisa of acticn plass, ian the develcping ccuntries, for the manageaent of
ecusystems and critical eavircnaental problems. Such plans should dDe iaplemanted
and financed by the Gav ts od witll APPICPLLATS sxtarmal assiatancs.

Ia coe=gperation with Sthsr concsrned iLnszituticns, SO establishk and strengtlien e
instituticnal and profsesicnal capasity cof developlig countries With a View %0
iotegratiag eaviroazental comsideratisns Lato Their developm=ent policy and pian-
ning;

%o pr awazg cof envircnzental =atzers through education and Iass 3edia;
to co=cparate witlk UNDP and other UM agencies, the ¥Yorld 3ank and regional develso-
aent banks, to streagtlan the eavircnmental dizsasicas of their prograz=es and

techaical aselstance projects, intar alia, through training and perscanel second-
aents.*®

Dedpite considerable success in carrying out the various tasks assigned

by the General Assembly, UNEP's Governing Council, at the suggestion of the
Executive Director, decided at its most recent regular session in May 1989 to

strengthen UNEP’'S role as the “cantral catalyzing, co-ordinating and stimulat-

ing body in the field of the environment within the United Nations system.-

A number of substantive “areas of concentration® were also identified

that closely resemble the current agenda of the UNCED ?:eparatory Cornitteng -

atmosphere, freshwater, oceans and coastal arsas, land resources (deforesta-

tion and desertification), biclogical diversity, biotechnology, and hazardous

wastes and toxics — and within these brsad areas the Council decided special
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