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THE CONTRACTINO PARTIES,

Considering that the International Convention for
the Protection of New Varieties of Plants of Decem-
ber 2, 1961, amended by the Additional Act of
November 10, 1972, has proved a valuable instrument
for international cooperation in the field of the
protection of the rights of the breeders,

Reaffirming the principles contained in the
Preamble to the Convention to the effect that:

(a) they are convinced of the importance attaching
to the protection of new varieties of plants not only for
the development of agriculture in their territory but
also for safeguarding the interests of breeders.

(b) they are conscious of the special problcms
arising from the recognition and protection of the
rights of breeders and particularly of the limitations
that the requirements of the public interest May
impose on the free exercise of such a right,

(c) they deemn it highly desirable that these
problems, to which very many States rightly attach
importance, should be resolved by each of them in
accordance with uniform and clearly defined prin-
ciples,

Considering that the idea of protecting the rights of
breeders bas gained generai acceptance in many
States which have flot yet acceded to the Convention,

Considering that certain amendments in the Con-
vention are necessary in order to facilitate the joining
of the Union by these States,

Considering that some provisions concerning the
administration of the Union created by the Con-
vention require amendment in the light of experience,

Considering that these objectives may be best
achieved by a new revision of the Convention,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

Purpose of the Convention; Constitution of a Union;
Seat of the Union

(1) The purpose of this Convention is to recognise
and t0 ensure to the breeder of a new plant variety or
to bis successor in titie (both hereinafter referred to as
"the breeder-) a right under the conditions herein-
after defined.

(2) The States parties to this Convention (herein-
after referred to as *'the member States of the Union-)
constitute a Union for the Protection of New Varieties
of Plants.

(3) The scat of the Union and its permanent organs
shail be at Geneva.


