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Aware that illicit traffic generates large financial profits and wealth
enabling transnational criminal organizations to penetrate, contaminate and
corrupt the structures of government, legitimate commercial and financial

business, and society at all its levels,

Determined to deprive persons engaged in illicit traffic of the proceeds

of their criminal activities and thereby eliminate their main incentive for so

doing,

Desiring to eliminate the root causes of the problem of abuse of narcotic
drugs and psychotropic substances, including the illicit demand for such drugs

and substances and the enormous profits derived from illicit traffic,

Considering that measures are necessary to monitor certain substances,
including precursors, chemicals and solvents, which are used in the
manufacture of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, the ready

availability of which has led to an increase in the clandestine manufacture of

such drugs and substances,

Determined to improve internationmal co-operation in the suppression of

illicit traffic by sea,

Recognizing that eradication of illicit traffic is a collective
responsibility of all States and that, to that end, co-ordinated action within

the framework of international co-operation is nece¥sary,

Acknowledging the competence of the United Nations in the field of
control of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances and desirous that the
international organs concerned with such control should be within the

framework of that Organization,

Reaffirming the guiding principles of existing treaties in the field of

narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances and the system of control which

they embody,



