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ARTICLE 5
Membership by intergovernmental organizations

1. Any reference in this Agreement to a ‘‘Government’’ or ‘‘Governments’’ shall
be construed as including a reference to the European Economic Community and
to any intergovernmental organization having responsibilities in respect of the negotia-
tion, conclusion and application of international agreements, in particular commodity
agreements. Accordingly, any reference in this Agreement to signature, ratification,
acceptance or approval, or to notification of provisional application, or to accession
shall, in the case of such intergovernmental organizations, be construed as including
a reference to signature, ratification, acceptance or approval, or to notification of
provisional application, or to accession, by such intergovernmental organizations.

2. In the case of votes on matters within their competence, such intergovern-
mental organizations shall exercise their voting rights with a number of votes equal
to the total number of votes attributed, in accordance with article 15, to their member
States.

CHAPTER IV — THE INTERNATIONAL
NATURAL RUBBER COUNCIL

ARTICLE 6
Composition of the International Natural Rubber Council

1. The highest authority of the Organization shall be the International Natural
Rubber Council, which shall consist of all the members of the Organization.

2. Each member shall be represented in the Council by one delegate, and may
designate alternates and advisers to attend sessions of the Council.

3. An alternate delegate shall be empowered to act and vote on behalf of the
delegate during the latter’s absence or in special circumstances.

ARTICLE 7
Powers and functions of the Council

1. The Council shall exercice all such powers and perform or arrange for the
performance of all such functions as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this
Agreement.

2. The Council shall, by special vote, adopt such rules and regulations as are
necessary to carry out the provisions of this Agreement and are consistent therewith.
These shall include its own rules of procedure and those of the committees establish-
ed under article 19, rules for the administration and operation of the Buffer Stock,
and the financial and staff regulations of the Organization. The Council may, in its
rules of procedure, provide for a procedure whereby it may, without meeting, decide
specific questions.



