
Government noted that special measures would need to be 
taken to assist the energy-deficient developing countries to 
reduce this deficiency and the effect it is having upon their 
economic development. 

47. Heads of Government noted that the Multilateral Trade 
Negotiations had been concluded since their last Meeting and 
that agreement had been reached on tariffs and some non-tariff 
barriers. Heads of Government recalled the hope expressed at 
their last Meeting that the Negotiations would provide 
significant benefits to developing countries. They recognised 
that the results fell far short of the aspirations of the developing 
countries. They noted that there had been little or no progress 
on liberalisation of world agricultural trade and trade in 
tropical products. On the other hand, they noted that progress 
had been made in the liberalisation of trade in industrial 
products. While noting failure so far to reach agreement on a 
safeguard code, they expressed the hope that the negotiation of 
such a code, satisfactory to all concerned, would be completed 
without delay. They agreed that countries should not take 
unilateral action against imports in a manner inconsistent with 
established international trade rules. They noted that the 
danger of protectionism was ever present and urged countries 
to resist protectionist pressures wherever they arise. They 
believed this would assist the efforts of developing countries to 
secure better and more stable access to the markets of 
industrialised countries, and hoped that every effort would be 
made to achieve this. 

48. Heads of Government noted the strong dissatisfaction of 
the Commonwealth African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
countries with the outcome of the negotiation for a successor to 
the Lomé Convention. This concerned many aspects of the 
Lomé Convention, including the dissatisfaction of the mineral-
exporting ACP countries with the proposed mineral assistance 
scheme and its failure to deal with the urgent problem of 
unstable export earnings for minerals. 

49. They reviewed developments in the  North/South dialogue, 
particularly the resillts of the Fifth Session of the (in itcd 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTA D) in 
Manila. They expressed disappointment at the lack of faster 
progress towards more effective international co -operation in 
the areas of trade and finance, and concern at the slow pace of 
recent international negotiations on specific measures to 
promote the evolution of a new international order from which 
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