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The Housing Problem in Canada
Now that the Dominion Gocnm i as decided

to set aside $2,5,00Q,000 for housîng pur-poses, to be
allocated to th e P rovincial Gqvern ti ents, who in
turn, will re-doan it to tire muiinioipalities, a great
opportunity is now before the couneils of industrial
centres to eliminate the cvii of overcirowinig. Not
that the Federal loan will be sufficient to build
eg~ough. houses for the workers, but the loan should
bc the nucleus for Provincial and even muniiicipal
loaiis for the saine purpose. The Ontario goverinent
lias ailoted $2,000,000 to be loaned to tUe municipali-
tics, the principal condition being , tat eacli munie]i-
pality borrowing must put up another twenty-five,
per cent of its own m,,oney. This ineans tha~t i the
Province of Ontario two and a balf million dollars
will be spent for liousing wccommodation outside the
Federal loan. Should the other provinces and muni-
cipalities do proportionately as well about $32,000,-
000 will be for the disposai of housing scheme8 in
Canada.,. The question cornes then, ho-w should the
money bcused to bc of the greatest advantagc?

The D5ominion Government has wisely decided
against carrying 'on any building schemes by itself
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ait'y of our industrial commiunities could bu îndueed
to take Up) tf lic ý(ine f,, thc cxtent of fully rcliev-
ingl thct situation. That is, suppose a thousand

dweligswere requircd lin a commuiinity it would
be hard to find 1,000 vor-krnen cnterprising enough
to takçe 'advantage of ainy offer to build on nioney
loanced to them. This is not a very pleasant state-
mient to iake, but uùnder our- present social and eýýo-
niomic conditions al] inritaitve aDd enterprise are
taken front tire workcrs, and a man has to hiave a
strong mental makceup to risc abovc his environ-
ments. But assuming that i the said community 500
workeis take advantage of the opportunity to bulld
their own homes, there are still 500 houses to be
provided by the mnunicipality itself, if the local
problemn is to bc fully solved. There is no reaisan
whvy botU schemeis shiould not be used, or -wly tUe
bouses buit by the council should flot be sold to
desirable tenants on easy terms. There is no doubt
that- if democracy means anything at ail it means
better Uhousing conditions for the workers, particu-
larly in our large industrial centres. There are
some districts, even in Canada, where tUe living
conditions for tUe workers are so bad that it is im-
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