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Canadian Fire Waste to be Investigated

The Commission of Conservation Will Make an Exhaustive
Investigation of Fire Losses—A Survey of Means of
Fire Control and Remedial Action to be Undertaken.

“The Monetary Times” is able to state that the Com-
Mission of Conservation has decided to conduct an exha_us-
Ve investigation into the fire waste of Canada with a view
O remedying the existing evil. For a number of years public
Odies throughout the country have been making repre-
*entations to the Provincial and Dominion Governments in
fegard to this matter, but hitherto little has been done
OWards effecting any reform. The Commission of Conser-
Yation is to be commended for the step it is taking and there
8 little doubt but that the work will be even more widely
Ppreciated throughout the country than even the excellent
"eports upon other subjects which have been issued from
‘Me to time by this department of the Government service.

The present enquiry will be under the direction of Mr.
J‘,Grove Smith, head of the statistical department of the

Nadian Fire Underwriters’ Association, and who is one of
the Most prominent experts upon the subject of fire waste.
Wr. Smith is well known throughout Canada as a public
SPeaker on fire prevention and insurance matters, and his
{?}any articles upon these and allied subjects appearing in

€ technical journals of this continent and Great Britain,
L 2Ve met with a very large measure of appreciation. It will

S remembered that Mr. Smith contributed a valuable chart
:E “The Monetary Times Annual” two years ago, showing
toedworld’s largest conflagrations from the 16th century

ate,
It is understood that the Commission of Conservation
0Ses conducting the present enquiry with especial thor-
8hness as (1) an exhaustive investigation of the causes

Ud extent of fire loss in Canada; (2) an extensive survey
f the present means employed in the control and extin-
ment of fire; and (3) considerations and suggestions
Temedial action along the lines and methods of fire
Vention.
ey DUPplementary to the main investigation which will
A with the records of fire losses throughout Canada,
0éflpadty of existing water supplies, efficiency and equipment
te. 1€ departments, and Provincial and local legl.slatlon, the
seport will also embrace a large number of allied matters

88ested under the following heads: : .
g L he economic significance of the fire waste; its drain
Pon natyral resources by the destruction of structural
di Crials; the impairment of our national credit by fire; the

Tbution of fire loss through the channels of commerce
fipa , OW it affects the cost of living, etc.; a comparison of
Gfe losses in Canada with other countries; a consideration
andthe underlying causes of fire, physical, temperamental

Moral; building construction as affecting the fire loss;
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\ hgnﬂagrations and the communication of fire; occupational

“rds and common dangers that occasion fire and that
ag 5 ¢ easily guarded against; the cause of electrical fires;
le'to the licensing of buildings for various uses and the
asgfﬂ enforcement of measures of protection ; fire insurance
insl affects fire waste and fire protection ; the_attltude of

.Tnce companies to the fire waste and the influence of
Dfen- JNspection services upon fire _protection; consider_ation
Cap, TIminal arson and its extent 1'n.Cat_13da; the traits of
a] tlessness and inefficiency as originating fire; review of

€ statutes in force in Europe, United States and
Neg dealing with losses by fire, etc.; the legislation
nietded in Canada to control the present waste by fire; the
Prog °d_s of fire prevention as compared with those of ﬁre
ag . Ction; the adoption of the methods of fire prevention
~ © Publjc policy.
g It i§ thought that the investigation will take a peri_od of
.Qublll.t SIX months to complete, when a fullc report yvﬂl be

o L Shed by the Commission of Conservation. 'This will,
ang Oubt, pe anxiously awaited by the many public bodies

v Others who are vitally interested in the matter.

INSURANCE NOTICES.

The Dominion of Canada Guarantee and Accident In-
surance Company has been licensed under the “British
Columbia Fire Insurance Act” to transact in British Colum-
bia the business of fire insurance.

The Head Office of the Company in the Province is
situate at Vancouver; H. W. Falconer, 43 Canada Life
Building, Vancouver, is attorney for the Company.

The Travelers Indemnity Company has been licensed
under the “Insurance Act” to transact in British Columbia
the business of accident, sickness, burglary, steam-boiler,
fly-wheel, plate glass and automobile insurance.

The Head Office of the Company in this Province is
situate at Victoria; Richard Hall, Esq., 1232 Government
Street, Victoria, is attorney for the Company.

RECENT FIRE LOSSES

Recent fire losses reported to Superintendent of Insurance,
Victoria, B.C.:—

North Vancouver, August 23.—Twenty-first Street; owner, B.
Cordamore; occupant, D. Gallucei; wood dwelling; value of building
$800, insurance on same $400; value of contents $500, insurance on
same $400. Total loss, $1,300. Cause, defective chimney. Provi-
dence Insurance Company.

Burnaby, August 6.—Delta and Cambridge Avenues; owner
?.nd occupant, K. Paulson; wood dwelling; value of building $700,
insurance on same $700; value of contents $1,200, insurance on

same $700. Total loss, $1,200. Cause, forest fire. Liverpool and
Manitoba.

Wepster Corners, August 19.—Southeast quarter, Section 24,
Town‘_shlvp 12, N. W. D.; owner and occupant, Ewalt Meillty; wood
dwelling; value of building $2,700, insurance on same $1,500; value
of contents $1,200, insurance on same $800. Total loss, $3,900.
Cause unknown, Pennsylvania Fire.

Nelson, August 16.—Waterfront; owner, Hunter, Gilker, John-
son, Ludwig, Waldie, Johnson, Strachan, Winlaw and Lawson:
wood boathouses; value of buildings $1,500, insurance on samé
$1,200; value of contents $8,000, insurance on same, nil. Total
loss, $9,500. Cause, gasoline explosion. Commercia] Union.

Pitt Meadows, August 2.—Owner, G. Kennedy; occupant, R.
Kennedy; wood dwelling; value of building $1,800, insurance on
same $1,200; value of contents $2,000, insurance on same $2,700.

Total loss, $3,750. Cause, defective flue. Mutual Fire of B. C., Law
Union and Rock.

Prince George, August 12.—Ninth Avenue; owner and occupant,
G. Ebihara; wood dwelling; value of building $400, insurance on
same, nil; value of contents $100, insurance on same, nil. Total
loss, $50. Cause, sparks from stove.

Richmond, August 15.—River Road, near Bridgeport; owner
and occupant, R. P. Ketcheson; wood store; value of building
$1,500, insurance on same $800; value of contents $1,000, insurance

on same $500. Total loss, $2,500. Cause unknown. Mutual Insur-
ance of B. C.

West Summerland, August 11.—Block 14, D. L. 473; owner
and occupant, Wallace Wright; wood dwelling; value of building
$2,000, insurance on same $800; value of contents $1,200, insurance
on same $900. Total loss, $3,200. Cause, sparks from stove.
Phoenix of Brandon.

Summerland, August 13.—Block 2, D. L. 674; owner and occu-
pant, H. C. Mellor; wood dwelling; value of building $4,500, insur-
ance on same $3,000; value of contents , insurance on same

Total loss, $4,500. Cause, defective chimney. Imperial
Underwriters.

Vancouver, August 2.—1142 Renfrew Street; owner and occu-
pant, J. Houghan; frame dwelling; value of building $200, insurance
on same $200; value of contents $325, insurance on same $250.
Total loss, $220. Cause, grease spilling on stove set fire to wall-
paper. British Dominions, Glen Falls.

Vancouver, August 9.—177¢ Harris Street; owner, Mr. Metcalf A
occupant, Abel Avenson; frame dwelling; value of building $2,200,
insurance on same $800; value of contents $600, insurance on same

$600. Total loss, $458. Cause unknown. Equity, Scottish Union
and National.




