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tomed treîîcbant force, anid we mna3
add, witfi his wonted exaggeration. "Il
lias been a prevalent notion," he says
"in the minds of well-disposed per-
sons, that if they acted according tc
their own conscience, they must there-
fore be doing rigfit. But" fie goes on,
"they assulmeci, in feeling or asserting
this, cither that there is 11o laXV of God,
or that it cannîot fie k9nown, but only
feit aîîd conjectured. Youi must 110t

<10," hie adds, "what you think righit,
but whether you or anybody tfiink or
(bont think it, what is rigfit."

H ere we have the sanie one-side(l
ness as in the lines of Pope, but in the
ouposite direction. We answer Mr.
Ruskin, a man is bound to obey bis
own conîscience and fie is rigfit in obey-
ing it, and he would fie wrong if lie
disobeyed it. It does not, fiowever,
follow that fie is doing right objec-
tively, althougb subjectively fie is do-
ing riglit in following the best guidl-
ance hie can obtain. Even if, iii somne
cases, a man may fie doing consider-
able mischief by obeying fis con-
science, stili this is bis guide, and only
on such conditions can fie hope to fie
guided into ecearer trutfi. But ail
this only brings out more fully the en-
ormous importance of right opinion.

The hourly actions Of Our life are
determined by our opinions, acting in
concert witfi our habits. Opinion is
the guide of our life in religion, in
politics, iii society. Sureiy no one can
suppose that it is ail one what our
opinions are on the nature Of God or
quite graceless to flght for such things
as the nature of man or of the Chris-
tian faith. Is it quite graceless to fight
for such tfiings ? Even if we fiad flot
been told to "contend earnestly for the

rfaith once for ail clelivered to the
Saints," would it not impiy a want of
serious thougfit to regard such ques-

*tiOns as ulnimportant ?
Now the principle is the sanie in ev-

* ry (lepartnieîlt of thouglit andi life.
O)pinioni is ouir guide aîîd miaster ev-
erywfiere, aîid iii ail our relations, pri-
vate, social andi public. "Opinion the
Quelu of the world," somle o11e lias
said; and the great Pascal (leclare(l
that tlîis phrase, which was the titie
If an Jtaliaîî book (Della Opinione,
Regina (Iei niondo) was ini itseîf \vortfi
illany books. ]Voîtes(îlie n says ruuch
the sanie tfiing of cuistonli, aiid Flero-
(lotus of law; and tfiese are but the ex-
lpression and emibodimetît of opinion.

It mray fie objected that there is anl
exception to the truth of the princi1 )ie
in the case Of countries where public
opno can fiardly fie said to exist, inî
(iespotisnms andl autocracies. But the
exception is Onlly apparet. Und(er
long-establisfied despotisms the so-caîî-
cd autocrat rudes by the opinion of thie
sniali body who stirroIîn( tfie throîîe
and support it. When fie breaks witfi
that, uniless fie eau throxv hiniscf n p
oli the support of another body of or-
ganizeci Opinion, fie is somectinies assas-
sinated. 1, an Uipstart (iespotisl-tîe
worst of ail kinds of governnîent, be-
cause it is commonly estabhjsfied on the
ruins of liberty-~it is stili by opinion
the despot rules. The first Bonaparte,
Napoleon the Great, was tfie represen-
tative of the opinioni ont of wiicfi bis
power arose; but fie was at last put
clown by opinlion by the public opinlion
of Europe, exPressed in the form bY
wvfich fie xva§ crusfied. The second
Bonaparte Was the creature of Public
opiliion-wide.spread if unintelligent


