
THlE WEEK.
" The Queen's generous heart was touched by thý

answer. She promised that she would attend to Madi
nijelle Vauquelain's equet. That vemy day ebe spok
to the King. Louis XVI., always sensible and incline
to be just, ordemed M. de Sartines, then Ministerc
Marine, to intitute an inquiry conccrning Jean Vauqu(
laîn. Among the witneeses summoned were the celebrate
La Brousse, the Marquis de VTaudreuil, and inembersc
the Marquis de Montcali's family. The verdict w
favouirabîs. It proved the glorious services Vauquelaii
had rendered hie country, and the injustice of the accusa
tions that had been made againet hum. Louis XV.
caused the son to be presented to hum, and assured buE
that be would emember bis father's services. Pierr
Vauquelain presented the inonarch with a copy of hb
'Mémoire sur la Geegraphie de l'Afrique.' He was so00
after sent by the Governinent on a mission te Mormec
and in 1777 was appointed consul te China, wbere hi
superior talents were of important benefit Vo France."

Montreal. BLANCHE L. MACDONRLL.

SONNE T.

[>OwERED with pewer, and diadenied witb grace.,
Close-veiled meaninge in ber wondrous eyes,
She stands confessed-a soul that deifles.

Thbe spirit, shining frein this severeign face,
Dotb se inspire our fainting hearte to trace

The steep, untrodden ways and thorny beigbts
0f new To-merrows, that where'er it lights

Our path, Our winged feet follow it apace.

And yet one pair cf diînpled baby palme
Holds this great seul in thrall, and baby armes,

Outstretched on ither aide, a hale make
To crown lier xntered-for ber sweet sake

May heaven this child-iife spare te blees for aye
The morning and the evening cf ber day.

Port fHope, KEiN.

CORRLESPONDENCE.

CANADIAN INDEPE.NDENcE.
'PO the Editor of THE WFEK :

SIR,-I have juet read youm able editorials bearing on
the plitical futrure cf Canada in your issue cf Auguet 3rd,
1 meet beartily cencur with you in al] that you say. 1
amn a 1krm believer in the independence cf Canada as the
enly destiny wbîch will matisify the yearnings cf ber sens.
and 1 believe, tee, that the present juncture is a niesi
opportune one for pîesenting the casc cf independence tc
the Canadian people. Altheugh seme cf cur foreineet
writers and echolars bave expressed their faith in Inde-
pendence andI used their pens in ics bebaîf, yet, I tbînk,
my experience justifies me in eaying that the vast majerityof Canadians have read or heard comparatively little on the
s1ubject, know nethiîig about it and bave given it ne seri-
eus cenideration. The advocates cf Independence are, to
a large extent, isolated indivîduals, who but seldoin have
the privilege cf excianging sympathies with warm-hearted
friends cf the cause, and who, when tbey endeaveur tepromulgate their views, have te flgbt a very uphili fight
indeed, being commonly met with derision or, at the beet,
doubt. The present time is a crisis in Our history, andwe now have the opportunity eitber te ise te the dignity
cf an indf-pendent State or te destroy forever our pro-spects cf a distinct national existence. Our Young menare eady te take huld cf the cause (when hey are madete preperly underetand tbings> with enthusiastie energy,
and the minde cf many cf our eider citizens have been soshaken frein the Political rut in wbicb tbey have bitherto
travelled that tbey are prepared te give the subject an
impartial cen8idemation. In fact everybody is leeking fora way eut cf Our difficulties. t reste with us te seize the
oprtunîty. Shahl we let it slip 1imperial Federatien-
iute have erganized and have caueed their dreain te be
talked of. They have disseminated federationiet litera-
ture, and have in every way striven te bing it befere the
minde cf the people and te keep it Lhere, whist Jndepend-
enta remain scattered, unorganized and almeet inactive.
Shaîl we allow this state cf affaira te con tinuei No!
Let influential Independents unite and decide upon a plan
cf action. If i i thought advisable te foilow yeur sug-
gestion, let Independence be presented te the Equal .Rights
Association iin the beet way possible, and let that Associa-tionl be askAd Vo make it a plank in their platform. If
they refuse to do this then let an Ind"pendence Association
be Organjzed wbiGh shall be extended hrougbout Canada,and wbicb shahl work unceasingly and unflaggingly te ad-
vanoe the best intemests cf that cause te wbich every truc
Caitadian Possessing a genuine national sentiment, and high
aspirations towards the ideal cf national and private lifein bis native land, muet give bis firm adherence. Yeu
have MY address, Mm. Editor, and 1 pledge myseif te sup-port and fomwamd, te the beet cf my ability, the werk cf
Sucb an association as 1 propose. A KANucK.

Canada, August 5th, 1889.

0F AN ASSYBIAN L!BRARY

3,500 YEAI?8 OLD.

HE11 Victoria nstituts f London held its annual ieet-Ting at Adelphi Terrace on July 1eV. An immense
audience crowded the Hall in evemy part, the President,
Sir George Stokes, Bart., President cf the Royal Society
taking the chair.'

jes The adoption cf the report was moved by Sir Henry
e- Bamkley, G.C.B., F.IR.S., and seconded by Admira] Sim

ke Leepold McClintock, F. R. S., af ter which it wae announced
d that family matters, censequent on the deatb cf hie father,
of prevented Professer Sayce's presence, and lie had chosen
te the Rev. Dr.,Xright, author cf IlThe Hlittites," te read
d the addreee. It gave an historical description ef what bas
of hecomne known in regard te the conquests cf Amenophis
as II., as shown by the archives cf hie palace, whicb have
in only lately been discovemed, and which the professer went
a- lasu winter te investigate on the spot before writing the

L addmess for the Victoria Inetitute. 0f the tablets and
m inscriptions, lie said "-lFrein them we learn that in the
e flfteenth century befome our era,- -a century before the
ýis Exodus,-active literary interceurse was geing on hrough-
in eut the civilized wcrld of Wetern Asia, between Baby Ion

0,and Egypt and the smaller tates cf Palestine, cf Syia, cf
.e Mesopotamia, and even cf Eastern Kappadokia. And this

interceurse was carried on by iensneof the Babylonian
language, and the coînplicated Babylonian script. This
implies that, al ever the civihized East, theme were
libraries and schools wbeme the Babylonian language and
literature were taught and learned. Babylonian appeared
te have been as mucb Vbe language cf dîplomacy and culti-
vated society as French bas become in modemnturnes, with
the difference that, wbercas it dees net eake long te leama
te ead French, the cuneiform syllabary equired yeams cf
bard labour and attention before ià could be acquimed.

We cati new understand the meaning cf the naine cf
tbe Canaanitisb city whicb stood near Hebron, and which
seeme te have been one of the ineat important cf the towns
ef Southern Palestine. Kiijath-Sepher, or IlBook-town,"
muet bave been the seat cf a famious libramy, ceniting
mainiy, if cet altegether, as the Tel ci Amamna ablets un-
fori us, cf dlay tabicte inscribed with cuneiformnchamac-
ters. As the city aise bore the naine cf Debir, or " Sane-

uary," we may conclude that the tabiets weme stored in
its chief temple, like the libraries cf Assyria and Baby.
lonia. t may be that tbey are still lying under the sou,)
awaiting the day when the spade cf the excavater shale.
store thein Vo the liglit. The literary influence cf Baby-
lOiia in tbe age before the Israelitisb cenquet cf Pales-

ine explains the occurrence cf the naines cf Babylonuan
deities ameng the iîihabitants cf the West. Moses died
on the summiit cf Mount Nebe, whicb eeived its naine
fmom tbe Babyloîîian god cf literature, Vo wboîn the great
temple cf Borsippa was dedicated ; and Simai itself, Vhe
iieuntainIl "cf Sin," estifies Vo a worehip cf the Babylen-
ia n Moon-god, Sin, arnid the solituides cf the desert.

t Moloch or Malik, wvas a Babylonian dîvinity like Iimmon,
)th e Air-ged, after whonî nmore than oes ocality in Pales-

t tine was namied, and( Anat, the wife cf Anu, the Sky-god,
gave ber naine to the Palestinian Anah, as well as te
Anathoth, the citv cf Ilthe Anat-goddcsses."

In a careful reading cf the tablets Canon Sayce came
upon inany ancient naines and incidents knewn up Vo Vhe
present only frein their appearance in the Bible. Althese lie caefuiy described, as well as several references
in the tablets Vo te 1ittites.

In regard te another point, lie said:
"Ever since the progrescf Egyptology made it clear

that Rameses [I. was the Pharaob of the oppression, it
was difficult te understand how so long an interval cf ine
as he whole period of the 18th Dynasty could lie between
himi and the &'new king' whose ise seeme Vto have beenfoilowed almost immediatehy hy the servitude and oppres-
sion cf the Hebrewe. The tablete cf Tel el-Amarna now
show that he difficulty dees net exist. Up Vo he death
cf Khu-en-Aten, he Semite had greater influence than the
native in the land cf Mizraim."

Refering to those who have femmed opinions as Vo Vhe
non-histerical character cf the Pentateuch, Professer Sayce
saîd :-" The Tel el-Amrnana tablets have already over-
tbrown the pimary foundatien on which much cf thie
criticisin bas been built.,,

Professer Sayce closed bis paper witb a peroration cf
passing eloquence as Vo the duty cf searcbing for hs ricb
libramies that muet lie buried beneatb Vhs sande cf Syria
and Palestine, a matter te importance cf which bas been
urged in he Victoria Institutc'e Journal more than once,
especiaily in he îast volume, presentcd te ail its support-
ers. A vote cf thanke was passed to Professer Sayce for
hie splendid address, and Vo Dr. Wright for eading it.
This was meved by the Lord Chancelier in a speech cf
great intereet, in whicbh e said theme was nothing more
interesting in the literary history cf mankind than sjuch
discoveries as those alluded Vo in the address, which hie
consîdered a perfect mine cf weaith.

aART NOTES. 4
ASSILI~Jj VEJtESTSCHAGIN is net the onhy artiet cf saVte-day -ho je advocating a change in Art aime and sl

art methods. There seeme Vo be a generai tendency t.
towards light and cheerful outdoom effects inetead of hesec
wonderf uh eld-mas er gioin and tonse and stereotyped treat- pment, but he English echool cf water-coiour painting bas cileng been suppesed te be witbout fear (cf change) and b,without repreacb:- nothing however is se sacred nowadays,w
but that there wilh be found innovators who will want Vo la
improve it. This je what the July Magazine of Art says w
about it : I l is a constant boaet that in water cohour aV celeast hs English echool of te-day is independent cf foreiga sin
influence, and bas achieved a success which rnay be egarded toas a national triumph. Se often lias this boast been ex- ai
pmeesed that it may be heretical te deubt whethem iV be nc
justifled. But hs exhibition cf he Ohd Water-Colour on
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Society certainly gives us sories ground for taking a glortmy
view of the case. Every year the saine men send the saine

1pictures until we confess ourselves a littie wearied with
the monotonous prettinese and uniforin smootbness of the
exhibition. Besides, the collection of Dutch water colours
whicb bas been recently seen in London has proved that
much more may be accomplished in this delightful mediumn
if it îe only handled with vigour and freshness. [n the
present exhibition there is very little that we have not
seen before, if we look for freshness of treatment and fine
pictorial effect it is only in a very few drawiiigs that we
shall find it." This is plain speaking, but it will do good -
art cannot afford te etand stili, it mnuet progres with the
rest of human allairs. A gain we read, IlThey must return
once more to the etudy of nature and must learu if the*
modern schools of Holland and France have nething to
teach thein." Here in Canada our artiste may take a lesson
froin these remarks. Study front nature ie the great lever
that moves the art world up the path of progress; not
looking backwards, but forwards, i8 the proper position. Let
our artists go ont in the new field around thein and paint,
what tbey sc, and paint it as they see it, net as soîne
one else uised te see or to imagine he saw. We have
skilled artiste and good subjects, why caxi we net have a
Canadian scbool of p)ainting?~ can we nlot do as well as sucli
a smail northern country as Norway, with its climiate so
like our own-and its scenery like our own St. Lawrence?'
Lt appears net, but we shall wben our people take more
intereet both in our country and our art, and insist upon
eriginality, flot led away either by Ilfinisih " or impres-
sionisin, but letting eachi artist have bis own maniner
without mannerism.

In this connection it is well to consider wbether or to
what extent the constant practice of almost ail our younger
artiste of studying in Paris exclusively Frenchi Art, and of
coming hack se thoroughly Frenchitied that as te their
pictures all trace of the Caniadian is lost, destroy s
originality and bas the reverse effeet front that intended,
for there is flot only no reasen why ('anadians f4hould
paint like Frenchinen, but the resuit of the practic*
is to fili the Exhibition witb pictures which, aftelr ail,
possess more of the faults and foibles of the French
than their merits. In looking back thîrough the history
of art we find that not only were the greatest paintere
men of great power and oziginality, but intensely
national in their mauner of painting, For instance,
Raphael was as thoroughly Italian as Teniers and
Ostade or Rembrandt were Dutch, and Titian wvas as
Venetian as Hlogarth or Constable were English, but, stand-
ing in our R.C.A. or O.S.A. exhibitions the Canadiait
element appears cbiefly in landscape, while our (haracter-
istie lumber camps, raising becs, or equaily characteristie
Toronto market in winter cannet be found. It je flot so
with the beferementioned Norwegian school ; the pictures
bring Norway, its manners and custouie, as well as its land-
scapes, fiords and rugged coaet, before us. As ine gocesoit
it je to be hoped that we shall have other Canadiani
pictures beside Mower-Martin's and Bell-Smith's lZocky
Mountain and Muskoka scenes, and O'Brien's coast scenem
and waterfails: those who remember Cruicksbank's I lRaiil
ing out a Mast," must wish lie had continued on that line.
Let us have Canada for the Canadians in art, for it je flot
wanting in intereet, but ini its great diversity is a grand
heritage for our artiste.

0f our scattered artiste T. Mower-.Martin bas returned
freint bis firet sketcbing tour and je now again ofI' to the
Rockies in company with M. Matthews,' where they wiIl
devote themeelves chiefly to the canyons of the Kicking-
Horse and Fraser Rivers. TEmPLAR.

Tiîw, Vancouver Art Association hield a Loan Exhibi-
tion, opened by Hie Honour, Lieut.-Governer Nelson, ont
the 28th of June, which justified the courage of its founiders
by the unexpected degree of succees crowning it. The
contributions fllled alinost te overllowing the reom engnged
for their display, and much surprise wae expressed that a
town in such an early stage of its develepinent ceuld boast
flot only of pessessing such artistie treasures, but of people
with suficient energy and ambition to inaugurate and
successfully carry through an affair which would not have
done discredit to a place three turnes its .size. An At- Home
brought te a close the first Art Exhibition held in Britisk
Columbia.

MUSIC AND THE DRAMA,

MR WILLIAM S. WALSH bas an interestitug. page and
a-half in the Auguet issue of Lippincoli'8 upen the suh ject of
Ifootlights." The theatrical performance in Queen Eliza-
betb's turne began at three o'clock in the afternooii, no
atificial light being necessary. In one addition of Shake
peame the stage ie descmibed as being liglited by namans of
two large branches "of a fori similar to those hung in
hurches," a species of candie a!n-aham in fact. A b>ook
iublished in 1749 upon the stage, shows it ligbted by
candies suspended front the prosceniumn, with no footlights
between the actors and the musiciens in the orchestra,
while the body of the bouse was lighted by cressets, or
lrge open lanthomns of nearly the saine size as thosewhich are fixed in the peop of a ship. This use of
,ndles, however, involved the employment of a candle-
mufter, who came on at certain pauses of the performance
;tend and rectify the Iigbting of the stage. Hie appear-
tce was ueuaily grested with the saine derision which
iw marks the entrance of the "lsupe " who carnies chairs


