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the antitheses o? nature, evolution anti the worm. Glrant

Allen stands cbeek by jowl with Maurice Thompson

in the corner,.liard by, William Hamilton Gibson

fraternizes with Abbott, andl Burroughs stretches baud a?

?elowslîip ta Ru4kin--how woulti these latter agrce in

real life we wonder ?-'neath the shadows o? the sbp1ves<.

We eau almost fauey the gbosts o? these celebrities taking

shape in the gloom sud kueelitîg hy aur ide at the case-

rnent ta drink in the sof t fragrance o? the Canadian

evening, anti affer at the shrine of te universal Father

tributes o? praise anti ganerous acknawledgment for the

beauty that dwclls in nature anti in the epitome of nature,

the human mmnd, wbich, af ter all, is the seat o? ah bcauty,

the lens which magnifies the microscopic possibiliitis o?

cantentment in a worid anti state of society tiubbed by

the pessimist flat, stale anti unprafitable. We turu frorn

the wintiow at last, for the air even at this scason becomes

cbiliy after nightfall, anti now,-for the other day. Camne,

shaties of tbe immortais, anti we will choose anc for aur eve-

ning fellaw. Wbat shahl it be h "lThe Compiete Augler,"

or Scîborne, or IlHappy llunting Graunds : Uplanti

anti Meadow," or IlBy-ways anti Bird Notes," or

IlLocusts anti Wild llouey "? Weil, ta night, as we feel iu

a pre-eminently American state of mind, anti bave beau

visitiug ail day with the becs anti arc therefore presuinably

in a bec humour, wa make up aur mintis ta wind up the

evening in the same campany, an the principhe, perchanca,

that we caunot have toa much o? a gooti thing. Sa we

decida upon Burroughs, anti are soan lest in bis suggest-

ivcly picturesqua pages, reclinging tipon the thymy siopes

of H-ymettus, tirowsing on Hybla anti Ida, anti hobnah-

bing with the goat hertis o? Syracusan Theacritus, soothet
by the bumming melady of "The Pastoral Becs."

A. H. MOattîSON.

1N MUSZELRURGH, SCJOTLAND.

Jtýluselitirgli watt a hurgh
When Edinbro' watt uaue

Musmelbîirgh'Il ho a burgh
Wheu Ediîîbro'is <une.

S0runs the olti rbyme ragarding this ancieut town ini

ih1 hati the gooti fortune ta spenti a couple a?

tiays this Spring. Wbetber this prophecy wilI he fulfilîcti

or net may possibly become knowu ta the toothless, hair-

les8, ona-arnict individual, who, say the scientists, is ta be
the camnig man of the future. Musslburgh is about six
umiles from Edinburgb, anti is situateti an the Esk, a tribu-

tary of the Litdal, wbicb forms the baundary between
Enghanti anti Scotland on thc wcst. That river is thus
clebrateti, as wbat geographical point is not, in charactar-
istic Scottisb sang:

Oh, the Eqk wait swolleu sae re( a' sae deep,
Bt <honther te shoîther the brave lads4 keep),
Twa thioosan' swarr owmer to fell.'Englishi groîîng
An' (lanced themselves dry to the ffibroch soond:
Dunfoundered the English taw, they ,taw,
I)umfoondered they heard the blaw, the law,
Diimfoondered they a' rau awa, awil,
Frae the huudred pilper4 a' a' a' a'.

The town itseîf is quiet, widc streateti, well kept, and

bas about iL an air of solemu, self-conscious rcspectability
as becomes onc who was well kuown in the list of tewns,

long before that upstart Edinburgh bati hegun ta spread

herself round the foot of the castle rock, or about the knees

of the couchant lion ; or te assume ta herseif the tiLle of
the Modern Athens, forsooth!

Here in a fieldi, nameti Pinkie-clcugh, a Scottish army
was stronghy postedt t protect Edinburgh whan Somerset

the Protector marchet injta Scotlanti with an army o?

eighteen thousanti men, te campel the Scots ta weti their
ittle girl qucen te Edwarti VI. ; a rough, if royal way of

woaing. But though the ScoLs in their impatience ta bc

up anti at 'cm, let their strong position at Pinkie, anti

paiti for this blunder by bing rauteti; and thaugh Somer-

eet wreakcti is rage on the church o? the Abbey o? Haty-
rooti, destraying it, and laying waste the country aide, he

diti not succecti n bis purpose, for the youth fui Mary was
rernovedt t the priory at Inchînabome, anti subsequentiy
te France for safety.

Pinkie House is an aid anti- interesting mansion stan-

ding in fine grountis just within the aid town gaes ; anti

not far from it is Loretto College, anc of the best Scotch

scboals, which is reporteti, however, ta turn out mare
athîctes than acholars.

On a bihl above the town stands a grim, unpreposses-

siug, aid structure, as unlovcly within as without, the

ancient churcb of Inveresk. It is not without historic

intercst, however (I bave yct La sea the place that is), for

in the churchyarti here Cromwell planteti bis cannon ; ta

hombard wbat, îny informant coulti net tel-Edin-
burgh probably.

On the west ida o? the Esk, wbicb runs tbrough the

town, the fisher part o? the population are lacateti in a

lasser tawn o? their own calleti Fisherrow ; anti there, un-

influenceti by the changes going an in the fashianable warld
at twenty minutes'railway distance from thcm, tbey work
their own work anti ive their own simple lives, from
generation te generation.

Musselburgh is a tewn o? literary as watt as historic
interest. Rere Dr. Moir, the gentle 4' Delta " o? Black-
wvood's Magazine, author of many toucbing poema and the

inimitable "lMansie Wauch," practiseti for many years as
a physician, a "lbeleveti physician"' indeeti; for be is remern-
hret yet with revercutial affection, anti bis self-denying
labours in the aidPholera imes wili neyer be fargotten.
Ris grandson stili practises in the Lewn, anti stili occupies
the aid house in the High Street, with the beautiful garden

sloping down ta the Esk. liera were wont ta foregathera
in genial conclave the choice spirits of the day :-Christo-a

phier North, De Quincy, who liveti at Lasswade, and many

other intellectual and kindred seuls. TfomIn ood once1

came bere ta visit 1"Delta"~ and the happy chiltiren in thej

bouse, who were ail alert ta sec the man who wrote such q

funny things, were lest in wondcr ta sec bim so sud, a man t
wbo neyer smiied.

At Wailyforti Farmn, about two muiles cast froin Mus-

selburgb, Mrs. Oliphant, the weli-known authoress, was

born. On the occasion of a visit ta 'lJDelta " she rcvisiLed
bier native place with great intereat and enjoymcflt.

Victoria Terrace is the name o? a handMbie row o?

boeuses, overlooking the Links andth te blue river bayond,

with its ininite variety of tuoods and of seagoing craf t.

In ane o? these bouses, as happy as Iltwa doos in a di)ocot,"

live Annie S. Swan, the popular Scotch authorcss, and lier

busband, Mr. Burnett Smith, a young physician.
This lady is, heyond a doubt, the most popular author

of Scotch fiction, o? a certain class, at the present day.

Her popularity, indeed, is phenomenai;- for the ast faw

years the dem;and for ber books bas beau steady and ever

incrcasing, andi lier latest navel, 'IOver the His andi Far

Away "-a Crofter story, wbich is now appearing in serial

form in the Glasgow Weekly Mail-bas donc much ta in-

crease the circulation of tbat paper.
lier stories are neither clap-trap nor sensational - they

are quiet, faitbful pictures of everyday, mitdile-ciass life,

anti tbey are patuteti with a sweetness and simplicity

aimoat idyllie. No greater praise eau bet bcstowed an lber

work than a statonent of the fact that, at a time when,

newspapers bira, at bigh pricas, literary backs ta resurrect

fram infamous graves the long-buried carrion of detectîve
murder trials, wberewith ta supply a morbi appetite for

sensational rcading, such pure anti wholesome staries have

not only heldti teir own in the iiterary market, but have
actually createti a demanti for a furtber supply frorn the
sanie source.

During bier recent visit ta Amnerica and Canada, Mrs.

Burnett Smith was in a state of profounti wontier, fromn

wbich site bas not yet recovereti, at the sublimity of sang-

froid tiieplayeti in the appropriation of other people's
literary property, anti the earnest, business-like way it

whicb trans-Atiantic newspaper folks set ta work ta make

money eut cf wbat anc bas created and another paiti for,

but wbich tbey bave simply laid their tarry fingers on.

Tbis system of candaned wholesale robbery is one of the

things people here cannot understanti, anti the oniy way
tbey account for it is that the standard of commercial
morality in America must bc vary low indeed to permit

such cribbing. You will sec 1 bave unwittingly in this

manuscript writtan I"contiemneti," insteati of Ilcoutioned,"
and hbave drawn my pen through the former in arder ta

cancel the word. I amrnent sure now that i ougbt ta have

(louee. . Ifeel that while the word Ilcondoned " is truc

as regards the milti way in which such steps are viewed,
stili the other is the only proper way in wbicb ta indicate

thîîn;- in fact, the briefer anti more emphatic monosyllabie
pronunciatian of the adjective wouid botter represent the

feeling regarding sucb transactions in the literary worhd.
JEssIî KERR LAwsoN.

CORRESPONDENCE.

1ItWPOSEI) IMPERIAL CONOIîESS.

To ltue Editor o/ Tua WFEK

Si,-There is a gencral feeling that samne fartao?
C'onfetieration bctween Great Britain and her Colonies and

tiepentiencies is net only "la consulfmaton devautly ta

be wisbed," but that it is the most probable outcome of the

prosent agitation in mcn's minds. I amn convinceti, more-
over, that the Fetieral idea anly lacks tiefiniteness o? de-

velopment in order te ba at once practicaliy cansideret-

and probably accepted by ail the scattcred interests of the
Empire. Allow me ta present an outline of a sceme

wbicb seems ta conserve every vtsted intcrest, wbile, at

the saine ime, iLt akes room for a new legisiative body

ta consist of representatives of every existing local Legis-
lature. The goveruing pawers would include :

1 . The Crown; Tbe Crown Delegatas [local Goveru-
ors].

2. The Cabinets [ativisory and executive ministers].
3. The Imperiai Congress.
4. The National Senates.
5. The National Parliaments.
[Il The Crowu anti the Crown Delegates would romain

as now,
[21 The Cabinets wauid romîain as now, but with the

addition ta the British Cabinet of a new Imperial *MIin-
ister ta preside over the imperial (lougress.

[31 The Imperial Congress wouiti ba matie up of1Re-

pre8entatives lected by-but not necessariiy from-each
National Scuate and Parliament. The numbar of members

contributeti by each of these bodies would ha hree-with
the view of repreenting the two leading Parties and alsa
the non- Partisans.

[4] The National Senates would rernain as now, in-

cluding the House of Lords as the British Senate.
[5] The National Parliaments would renmain as now,

including the lieuse o? Commans as the British Parlia-
ment.
; AIl measures, in order te, become iaw, would have ta

1pass through the National Parliameut, the National Sen-

ate, and the Imperial (Jongress, and would also have, there-
after, te obtain the Royal assent.

This scheme places the Faderai idea in a concrete forra
before the mind and therefore enables it to be intelligently
iudged. THE WEEK will, 1 trust, elicît the views of Can-
adians, and also commend the scheme to critical considera-
bion in the other colonies and at home. A. M.B.

FLEMIING-IN MA RCII.

(A FRA<iMENT.)

ILEýRE oni the wet wastc lands,
Take--child-these trambling bands,
Though my life be as blank andi waste,
My days as surely ungraced
By glimmer of green on the rim.
of a suuless wilderness dim,
As the wet fields barren and brown,

As the fork of cach sterile ljmh
Shorn of its lustrons crown.

See-how vacant and fiat
The landscape-empty and duil,
Scared by an orninous 11111
[nto a trance-we have sat
This hour on the edge of a broken, a gray snake-fence.
And nothing that lives bas fiown,
Or crept, or leapt, or been blown
To our feet or past our faces-
So desolate, cbild-the place is I
It strikes, does it not, a chili,
Like that other upon the hili,
We feit one bleak October ?
See-th3 gray wood stili soher
'Ere it bc drunk with glee,
With growth, with an ecstasy
0f fruition born of desire,
The marigoid's yellow tire
Doth flot yet in the sun burn to leap, to aspire;
Its myriad spotted spears
No erythroniUum rears
We cannot see
Anemone,
Or heart-obed brown bepatica;
There doth flot lly,
Low under sky,
One kingfishier-dippiflg and darting
Fromi reedy shallows where reds are sLarting,
Pale pînk tips that shall burst into bloom,
Not in one night's înid- April gioom,
But inch hy incb, titi ripening tint,
Andi feathery plume and emerald glint
Prociaim the waters are open.

Ail this will corne,
The pantin" hum
0f the life that wil stir
Glance and glide, and whistlc and whir,
Chatter and crow, and perch and pry,
Crawl and leap and dart and fiy,
Things of feather and tbings of fur,
Under the bine of an April sky.
Shall speak, the dumb,
Shall leap, the numb,
Ml this will corne,
It neyer misses,
lailure, yet-
Neyer was 8et
In the sure spring's calendar,
Whorefore-Pet-
Cive me one of your springtime kisses!
While you plant soîne hope in my cold man's breast-
Ah! How welcome the strange flower-guat-
Water it softly with maiden tears,
Go to it early-and late-with f ears,
Guard it, and watch it, and give it time
For the holy dews to moistein the rime-
Make of it some green gracious thing.
Sucb as the Heavens shahl make of the Spring!

SERANUS.

TRE HISTOR Y 0F PR0FESS0R PA UL.

(J 0'Zgi8tered lu accordlauce with the Copyright Act.)

EiWF were obliged to make our descent to the plain
below very siowiy and cautiously, and the last gleam

of light had for sorne time vanished from the hills, before we
at iength drew up in front of the village inn. We
alighted, and my companion, finding bis horses very
much heated, remarked toetue that he would water tbem
wben he camne ont.

ci10lw distinctly 1 remeniber ea'ch trivial circumstance
of that awf ul night 1

"iWe entered the inn, anti finding ne one there, I

calleti ioudlY for the hast. A young girl, whom I1 knew
to be bis daughter, answered my summons, andi told us

ber father bad been calleti away suddenly by one of the
villagers shartly after the noon hour, andi bad net yet

returned. She added however, that she was expecting
bim every moment, andi would if we wisbed it, herself

attend te aur wants until be came, to wbich we gladly as-
senteti.

14We took scats at the table, and she left the roomn to

0xecute our orders.


