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A DECLARATION

By the Cardinal Archbishop and
Bishops

Of the Province of Westminster
on the Government Educa-
tional Bill.

1

The Edueation Bill now before Par-
Yiament has our good will and approval,
because it proposes to recognize by stat-
ute Voluntary and Cbristian schools as
an integral part of the national system
of elementary education. It embodies a
Christian principle which, as Catholic
Bishops, we must ever assert and main-
tain. That principle is that Christian
parents possess an indefeasible natural
right to have their children ' taught
catechetically by approved teachers the
definite doctrine of Christian faith and
morals. Christianity itself in this coun-
try has been imperilled by men who in
violation of tkis right are bent on forcing
the whole of our child population into
their own narrow system of education.
This danger has rendered the statutory
recognition of the law of nature upon
this subject imperative and urgent.

Many who disbelieve in definite
Christianity naturally desire to see in-
struction in its definite dogmas placed
under all possible disadvansages. They
hope that a system of undenominational
instruction given in Board schools by
teachers whose religious belief may not
be inquired into and ascertained, will
lead by degrees to the dissolution and
final disappearance of Christianity as a
definite system of faith and conduct
from amongst the masses of the English
people.

Such hopes appear to us well founded.
We are ourselves of opinion that, unless

Parliament takes immediate and . effect-

ive'steps to protect the rights snd. liber-
ties of Christian parents, auotber guarter
of a century will well-nigh complete the
de-Chiristianizing of the great majority of
Englishmen. Under cover of the Board
school method, considerable progress
has been made already in this direction,
and signs are not wenting that the pro-
cess may become more rapid and more
pronounced in the near future. A ten-
dency to regard doctrinal Christianity ag
an old-world superstition, which a more
educated and scientific generation will
naturally outgrow, unquestionably exists
among a section of the Board school
teachers, and a section of those who
nominate and control them. It i8 im-
poasible that those who bLold sach views
should be uninfluenced by them in the
discharge of their duties. Teachers who
hold them will allow them, however un-.
cousciously, to colour their instruction,
while protests and appesls will be dis-
regarded by authorities who eithershare
the sentiments of the teachers, or care
tor none of these things.

The Bill before Parliament, If it be-

comes law, will arrest this propaganda
of indifferentism and unbelief, by recog-
nizing and protecting the natural rights
of Christian parents, which we bave laid
down. In this it has our cordial ap-
proval.

We wish that we could pronounce the
Bill to be entirely satisfactory in all
other respects. We wish that we could.
welcome it as & National Charter of
parental rights in the watter of Christ-
ian Education. Butthe fatal flaw of in-
equality by which edvcation in Catholic
schools is penalized, in our eyes destroys
its'claim to such a title.

1L

On’'this sobjest we have spoken on a
former occasion,but we repeat the funda-
mental principles and facts of the posi-
tion we take up,

The State professes to hold liberty of
conscience as abeolutely sacred. The
Btate, at the same time, has decided
that it is the legal duty of all patents to
have their children educated, and that
neglect of that duty is punishable by
law. The State, a8 a logical consequence
of tLis decision, has also declared that
gratuitous education is the right of all,

But Catholic education is the only
educatien whieh can satisfy the (atho-
lic conacience, for Catholics hold that
secular and religious education cannot
safely be severed. )

The State, however, refuses to give
Catholics even the secular element of

to Board schools, for education in Catho-
lic schools is not gratuitous, In fact,
therefore, the State condemns Catholics,
either to accept & gratuilous education
which they disapprove, or to pay & penal
contribution for an education which they
approve. In the first case, the State
directly violates liberty of conscience ;
in the second, it respects liberty of con-
science in consideration of a cash pay-
ment, but violates its own boast of gratu-
itous education.
* * * » * * *
1v.

Under these circumstances, we do not
hesitate to call upon those who so loudly
declare that “no form of expenditure is
more remunerative than that spent on
Elementary education” to come to our
assistunce in Parliament. We call apon
those who desire to raise the national
education to a high level of efficiency
not to allow the Catholic schools, which
under exceptional disadvantages, are
dealing with over 285,000 children, to be
stinted and starved by bidding them
depend for their efficiency upon the pre-
carious alms of the needy.

We ask that the normal) cost of “main-
tenance” per child shall be ascertained,
either according to counties or districts,
or according to a classification of schools,
and that that amount, whebher drawn
from therates or the taxes, or from both,
shall, as a matter of course, follow each
child to the school of the parents’ choice.
We ask for nothing morethan substan-
tial equality. Hitherto our appeal for
equal treatment has been refused on the
ground that our schools are not sabject
to local control. This pretext has been
swept away by the present Bill which
introduces a large measure of local con-
trol, inspection, and audit. There is,
therefore, no reason why the State
should not pay the whole cost of “main-
tenance” in Catholic schools, leaving the
cost of their administration and their
-buildings to be found by voluntary econ-

tributlons.
Vv

The Bill should also be amended in
certain other particulars to make it, ip
our opinion, a satisfactory measure,
These amendments will he taken charge
of by the Chairman of the Catholic
School Committee and a number of ey.
perienced gentlemen and _members of
parliament, whom we have invited ¢o
watch the bill on behalf of the Cathe.
lic community as it passes through Pay.
liament.

Fipally we record with much satiffa,.
tion that Mr. Dillon and the Irish Catpo.
lic members, 8o large a number of whoge
co-religionists in England are of [righ
parentage, have heartily promised the)r
parliamentary support to the needfy]
amendments. With their able asgigt.
ance we trust that the Bill may be pags.
ed in such a shape a8 to secure the fy)).
est measure of justice to all concerned,

HERBERT CARDINAL VAUGHAN,
Arclibishop of Westminster,

+ WiLLiaM, Bishop ot Plymouth.

t Jomx Curmsegr, Bishop of Newport,

+ Epwarp, Bishop of Nottinghiam,

+ Epwagp, Bishop of Birmingham ,

+ Ricrarp, Bishop of Middlesbrough,

+ ArraUR, Bishop of Nortbampton,

+ Jomx, Bishop of Portsmouth.

t Jomn, Bishop of Southwark.

+ Tromas, Bishop of Hexham gapg

[Newcastle,

+ WirniaM, Bishop of Leeds.

+ Jomx, Bishop of Salford.

1 Jomx, Bishop of S8hrewsbury.

+ WiLriay, Bishop of Clifton.

+ TroMas, Bishop of Liverpool,

+ Fraxas, Bishop of Ascalon,

Viear- Apostolic of Wajags.

This anxiously awaited declaration of
the Catholic Bishops ig remarkable, first
of all, for its pointed omission of a]]
reference to our QuoxpaM allies the
members of the Established church, Qqur
interests are practically one with thejrg H
but, without censultation with wg, or
warning of any kind,their official spokes.
man chose a policy of compromise
rather than principle, and so made
farther co-operation impossible, The
Archuishop of Canterbury asked for a
further dole, and stated that Anglicanas
were quite compeint togo on subscribing
privately for the public work of edgca-
tion, and 8o there came the parting of
the ways. We are not content, and ghall

never be content, to accept a position of

education in their own schools upon' inferiority, and we repudiate as no set-
equal terms whith those which it grants! tlement any arrangement which makes

us pay a special fine for conscience
sake. The Government may shuffle and
and compromise and give “grants in
aid,” and otherwise follow the timid
counsels of Anglicanism, but there is no
logical resting place for them until they
have touched the bed-rock of principle,
and recognized the absolute equality of
all the public schools doing the national
work of teaching the children of the
people. We note with melancholy satis-
faction that in the North of Epgland re-
presentative Anglicans are demanding
an equal share in the rates, but the cry
comes too iate. Their cage was given
away when the Archbighop of Canter-
bury explained that they wanted to go
on subscribing, and accepted the position
which made their schools dependent on
casual alms. We are pot so minded.
We want this horrible digability which
brands our schools ag charity schools
and condemns them to underpaid teach-
ers and inferior equipment ended once
and for all, and that now arid st once.
We should have been happy if all the
supporters of the denominational schools
could have presented an ynhroken front
to the Government and pyt forward one
common demand. That wag not to be—
was made impossible by the separate
action of the Anglicang—and robbed of
the promise of co-operation, the Bishops
bave been thrown back upon the ad-
vantages of isolation. We phave no choice
now but to find compensation for the
unity of action we haye lost in the
special claims which are exclusively
our own. If common fgirpess to all
Voluntary schools is not even so much
as asked for, at least we cqp urge our €x-
ceptional claims for exceptional treat-
ment. We point to our poverty, which
is something alone among the religious
bodies in the land, and tg that intensity
of conviction, which hag so tightened
our.grip upon our schools that never one
has been surrendered. It is no fanit of
ours, and only & 8ad conseqmence of dis-
appointment and broken hopes that we
are now driven to compare ourown
faithfulness with the 900 betrayals of
which the Kstablisbment has been
guilty. If there had been any gort of
loyalty in co-operation the Catholic
leaders would have m#de common cause
with the Anglican Hierarchy, and been
content to forget how the wealthy and
epdowed - Establishment had ghoq its
schools whenever it became inconvyeni-
ent to maintain them. Ag it is, the
Catholic Bishops have been forced in-
spite of themselves to dwell ypon oar
claims for separate consideration, and to
remind the world that, though we have
managed never to surrender a school,
our “paying scholars” are only seven
per cent., as against twemty per cent. in
the schools of the Church of England.
* * * * * » *

In view of the inadequacy and the
uatter want of finality which characterize
the financial proposals of the Bill, it is
gatisfactory to learn that Catholic inter-
ests are to be carefully watched during
the progress of the measure throngh
committee. It ig pleasantalgo to be told
that the Catholic members from Ireland
will do their utmost to improve ¢Le Bill
and to see thatit is 80 amended as to
gecure for our schools some tolerahle ap-
proach to justice. And in thig connec-
tion it is interesting to note the zlarm of
The Daily News. Our Contemporary,
with a queer combination of eptreaty
and threat, urges the Irigh mem-
bers to abandon the cause of the
Catholic schools because they happen to
be situated in England insteaq of Ire-
land. Stress i8 laid upon the fact that
not one constituent of a single Irish
member will be affected by the BilL
According to The Daily News, t},e cause
of God’s Church upon earth ghonld be
nothing to any man—outside hig own
constitaency.  Catholicism iz treated
merely a8 the religion of a Province, and
an English or Irish Catholic whe ghould
actively assist the cause of religion in
France or Belgium would clearlv be
guilty of most meddlesome interfererce.
Our contemporary hag forgotten that,
apart from the claim which every Cath-
olic school, wherever situated, has upon
the sympathy of every Catholic, the
cause of the Voluntary schools in Eng-

'land is essentlally an Irish cayge. Of

the crowds of children in the Catholic
schools in England how many thousands
owe their faith to their Irish Parentage ?)
In doing all they can to safeguard the

interests of the Catholic schools of Eng-

land and Wales the Irish\ members wil]
be lonking after the interests of those
who have the nearest claim upon them,
of their own flesh and blood. If the
matter were of lags sacred importance it
would be comic to notice the righteous
way in which the Liberal organ first ex-
plains that for itself principle is enough,
and then goeg on to remind the Nation-
alist memberg that “mankind is not al-
waysguided by pure reason,and the old-
fashioned sentiment that one good turn
deserves another survives in many
quarters.” Wge have no doubt that this
argument wag psed in perfect good faith
and in undopbting trust as to its ef-
ficacy—fortunately, this time The Daily
News wag not addressing Dissenters.—
The Tablet,

THE PREMIER IN WINNIPEC.

HE AND «HUGH JOHN” WEL-
COMED BY THOUSANDS.

R
His8 Speech at the Mass Meeting
in the Brydon Rink.
o

The arriyga] of 8ir Charles Tupper and
the Hon, Hygh John Macdonald in
the city on Thursiay evening last was
made the occasion fora popular demon-
stration the like of which bad never
before been witnessed in Winnipeg. The
throng aroynd the depot and through-
ontthe whole length of Main street to
Manitoba Hotel wasso great that it real-
ly seemed ag if all the residents of the
city had aggembled to greet these two
distinguished statesmen. As the train
pulled into the station cheer after cheer
from thousands of throats rent the air
and 80 great was the crush caused by
the rash of those who .desired to be
amongst the first to welcome Sir Charles
and “Hugh John” that it was with the
greatest' diﬁicu}ty WAy Was -made for
hem 0 the carriage which was in wait-
ing. When they had gained the velicle
a procession was formed. It was headed
by a brass band, next came three mount-
ed marshalls followed by a large number
of bicyclists, Behind them came the
carriage with the Premier and the Min-
ister of the Interior,escorted by 2 mount-
ed guerd of houor, and then a host of
carriages of all descriptions loaded down
with cheering occupants and a vast army
on foot led by another band, The pro-
gress up the street wus a continued ova-
tion, the crowds that lined the sidewalks
and filled the windows in the houses
vieing with the processionists in their
enthusiastic cheering. On arriving at
the Manitoba Hotel, Sir Charles beld an
ipformal reception and for some hours
was kept busy shaking the hands of his
admirers, and throughout the whole
demonstration the enthusiasm Wwas
maintained. On Friday the two minis-
ters visited the Provincial Conservative
convention Which was in session at the
Lyceum theatre, and in the evening he
addressed an immense audience in the
Brydon skating rink, There must Lave |
peen five thousand people present and
bundreds were unable™o obtain admis-
sion. It was the greatest meeting ever
held in Winnipeg and when the Hgn,
Mr. Macdonald and Sir Charles Tupper
had finished their speeches Practically
the whole audience seemed to be of one
way of thinking and united in a wild sut-
burst of cheering which augured well for
the success of the government candidate
here at the next election. Sir Charles
Tupper’s address wasindeed a masterly
defence of the Conservative party and a
most powerfaland effective presentment
of their programme for the fature. To
our readers his remarks on the school
question Will have the most interest and
we therefore givethem verbatim :

Iintended to say a few words to you
in regard to the Manitoba school quest.
ion, (Applause), but the able speech of
my colleague, Hon. Mr. Macdonald, has
almost rerdered that & work of superer-
orgation. There iy another reason why
it is not necessary that 1 ghould detain
you at any great length here to-night ;

.my utterances on the floor of the House

of Commons have been scattered ahroad
by the press. I will not, like a disting-
uished statesman who shall be nameless
on the present occasion, say, I am one of
those who use language to conceal my
thoughts. A public man who is not pre-
pared to come out openly and above
board and face the country in pariiament

and out of parliament and declare the

inmost sentiment of his ming is un-
worthy of respect, (Applause). Gross
misrepresentation  has  been ygeq
throughout the country. It has been re-
presented that it i8 a question of separ-
ate schools. Why, ladies and gentje.
men, it is an insult to any person who
has taken the trouble to read the docy.
meuts that are open to Le read by every
one, to raise such a question as that. If
the present government consisted of men,
overy one of whom &#us the bitterest
enemy of separate schools, they are
bound to adopt and enforce the policy
that they have done; otherwige they
would be unworthy of their position as
men. The members of the government
are charged to carry out the constitation.
(Applause). As my able friend, the
Minister . of the Interior has said, when
Manitoba became a part of the union, she
came in under an act which defined her
position exactiy; and that act provided

'that tle control of education, Jeginlation

in regard to the question of education,
should be exclusively in the power of the
local legislature of Manitoba; but*with
this important proviso, it is clear and un-
mistakable, and says in 80 many words,
she shall have the exclusive right of
legislation in regard to schools, provided
she does not take away by legislation the
rights and privileges that were there en-
joyved when she came into the union or
were conferred by legislation afterwards.
Now, my honorable friend has told you
the act of 1871, passed by the legislature
of Manitoba, gave to the Roman Catholic
minority of Manitoba the advantage, or
the privilege, or the right, or whatever
you may call it, of baving separate
schools for the teaching of thieir children ;
and my honorable friend has told you
that the act of 1890 took away that right.
It does not depend upon his statement,
although that would be sufficient in any
court of law; it depended upon advant-
ages that Canada enjoys, 1t is an inegte
imable privilege that she enjoys that
when a difficulty arises between a prov-
ince and the general government we
have a court so high, so exalted as to
command the admiration of the world,
that of the judicial committee of the
Queen’s Privy Council of England. That
is the ultimate tribunal and I say when
we bave had questions between the yov-
ernment of the province of Ontario and
the Domibion of Canada in matters of an
acute character, in every cage that has
gone to that high tribunal, ang there
have been a score of cases or more, and
when a decision of the Privy Council has
been given, it has been at once accepted
by the government of Canada and the
government of every province. (Ap-
plause). When this question of the
rights of the Roman Catholic minority
arose and [ will say just here that as one
of the fathers of Confederation 1 was at
Quebec whnen this question first came up
—N0 man took firmer ground in regard to
this principle than the late Hon. Geo.
Brown, who was known to be one of the
most inveterate opponents of separate
schools to be found anywhere. But Hon
Geo. Brown said that in the desperate
state of Canada the only thing that could
save us from utter destruction, the finan-
cial ruin caused by the intestine quarrel
between Quebec and Ontario, largely
growing out of these religious differences
~—the only thing that could save us was
the union of the provinces. In reading
the debates we find that Hon. Alexander
Mackenzie, as strong an opponent of
separate schools as could be found, in
the interests of his country, was bound
to have that law go into operation. (Ap-
plause). If one of the most prejudiced
in relation to the question of separate
schools adopted that policy, what is to be
said when thevquestion arises here? Sir
A. T. Galt, one of the distinguished
statesmen of Canads, representing the
Protestants of Quebec, took his ground in
the firmest possible manner when the
constitution of Canada was settled ; he
declared that he would never be a pérty
but would prevent to the utmost of his
power Confederation ever being accom-
plished unless the Protestants of Quebec
were guaranteed by the Constitution that
the Catholics of Quebec could not take
away their rights. (Applause). All that
has flowed from this great Confederation
of British North America wousld have
had go existence to-day if that plank of
the Constitution of the country had not
been placed there with the guarantee
that minorities, whether Cathelic or
(Continued on page 3).
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