
to others of her loyal subjects., and the floi 1 rivilceed are compellcdi vecessîty of a public revenue for carrying on thc opcrations of Government.

ta assist the privileged in the gatlîering izî of tlîeir " u," Inequality, Now, a very superficial acqflaintance Wvith econoflhcal laws mutst shlow, if

establishied, and supportedi by the wîhole nîachinery of civil govern- c<MImmon sense is flot suficient ta convince an>' one, that there is no artifice b>'

ment is surely, a wronig. he Roman Catlîolic clergy are Ilprotccted Ilwhich the taxes required for a public revenue cafi lie miade anything but a

frc trd.. ono bîîrden to tlic commnunit>' b>' whom they are contrihuted. Political justice,
whjle the lrtestant are forced ta do ivith 1rc tru.1UOfo , indeud, deînands that this burden shah flot l>e shifted firani one class of the

for a levelling up, but 1 have a ri-lit to demanld a levelling el/owi. But, corrnmuinity in order that it ma>' be throvn wholly on the shouilders of another.

"no complaint has been made b>' the people interestüd "na papular But wbalt systemi of taxation (listril)utes tlie burden niipst fair>' over the différent

complaint perhaps. For that i., provided against hy ain ingeniou s, but memrbers of the communiiiity ? 'Ihat is a question hieset b>' man>' difficult,

cruel contrivance, which allows a mari to reCfuse ta ply the tithes uipon perlîaî1,s Iniextricabîle, complications. Especiall>' nia>' it bc said that the two

declaration that he is fia longer a Catlîolic. \Vh\v shaould tire onc imin rival svstemis of direct and indirect taxation have each pcculiaradvantages

follow the other ? What riglit have wve to bind a civil obligation andtaîla inhirfvu. hecifdlcuisi ftxernednth
a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ M reiiu ovcintgte N apan isbe aeb doption of cier systern, arise in adjusting the detaihed arrageients wvith

a rligousconicton ogthe we are Not toa in ldu a s chden umtie thy f.,irncess, and in liavmng these arrangements hionestl>' carried out. An>' system
the people înteres-ted te eaentt dct hdr utlhyvotdevisedi is, after aIl, but a chumsy expedient at the best, whien compared

camlan o t eir igoaccaefovagietefaciet h ith that which mighit be rendered passible b>' a mioderate increase of intelli-
wvorking classes until they ask for it ; \ve are flot to scnd the Go.ýpel ta gence and virtue in Uie comunuit>'.

the licathen until they complain of their clarkricss. Still it slîauld flot lie forgotten, tlîougli it secîîîs astonislîing tlîat men

It seemis ta nie that Sir Francis I Tincks lias viewed tlîi. niatter in reijuire ta be renii1ndled of the faâct, thit, wîhile taxes must of c'ourse be raised,

its political aspect mcrely ; but niany of us have ta regard it ini othcr the 'Ilmust nieverthlcless lie a burden.. It is against the nmast rudimentary and

ways. and as having a bearing upol tlie great priîiciplus of justice to obvioîis princilîle of econamily ta supp~ose tlîat an>' manî, or body of meii, can

ail the members of the State. And 1 nîiay bc ala\ý cd ta remnîd tlîe "'Id ta their wcalth by subtracting a p)art of it ta formi a puublic funci. Thiis is a

Honorable Knight that even iii politics lie, and tlîosc, associated pubilic laiî' of econinn>' vbicb is rsartlofrcontrsd.ibuto Incî s îsrvcdn with
with him, did nat always find it so easy tai chanmpion tire cause af the JlhlciliiiSi vr'oie oto iitiiioi i ibciii o

religions or charitable aliject 110 mlaîi suppo5s tlîat hiis wcaltb is tlîereby
Cathalics. The Catliolics of this P>rovince were a ded-eilî ili inCreased luhs sul>scriptiaîis have no mieaning if Uic>' are îlot sacrifices ;it is

the liands of botlî parties iii the I hanse ;/u'e' spurit tire iicy,' ancl this that imiparts ta thcmi tlîeir moral and spiritual wortb. 'l'lie same ecoîornical

held the balance of power ; (l-r by *,cekiîg tire iîterests of the Churcli truîsmi is, in fict, also general>' recogrnse<I witli case iii alîîîost an>' formn of

rather thani the iîîtczs of thle State, l)raught abiout a l)(litical tactiail buît t.hat whîclî is raiscd b>' duties uipon tlîe articlcs wc import from

dead-loc,-afid hecause of tlîemi tire niiserable policy liad ta be fori-cgr' <auitries. Anid tliis is Ulic reason why file scieîîtific ccoiiomist findls it

adapted of hiaving l'roviiîccs and Provincial Parlianieîîts. \Vc arc sa diîthenit ta uîiderstand ie hallucination b>' wlîîch people delude tllemsclves
into tlîc belief tlîat if tlîey add to thc taxes wlîicl the>' îîa> on their foreign

payitig tlîe prîce ta-day'. Sir Francis says If 1 wec con- importations, Ulic>' will thercby add ta tlîcir wealtlî. Sucli a hallucination senis
vinced of the sordlsof suclu views asyat have expresepsil ny sterLito logicai jugglery, sirîîilar t h wi aclever
whiclî I amn not, I ,iotuldl il, the pîrescrit state of pmublic opinion dîlci iaîi iglit )raetise an an>' simple miind %vith regard ta the most

bc convinced of tire inîpolicv oif advocatinig tlieîîî.'' \\'itl great indubIlitab)le curtailities. i"ancy tlic straighifarîvard intelligence of a niathemna-

respect 1 suibniit that the advocacy of nîy, vicw i: far- safer than tire ti( ian tlir-owNii agliast wîitb doubt as ta whcthcr a straiglit line is tlie slîortest

line ptIrsie( b>' Sir Franicis. \Vhat lic is do)ing<ý Cari onlly tend ta (h'tai'Cbtween twii poinits, lîy bcîng Ibaîiboozled with a rhietorical expoasition

inflate tliose already puficcl uli-ta coîifirnî presr iii oppression, ofch farniffiar proverhi that tlîc loîîgest %vay rouind is tic slîortest way homeii1

and to gîve MNayar Beaudry, and suchi a's lie, solîle Show (iof reasoiî for l'Or tire c<aiioiiiil law, whiicl gaveruis ail tradc be(tuveen individuials and
thei folcty.i coniiinities alike, is suirel' as simple and certain is au>' atieaticl

their olly.axiaîi ; and it is oîil>' b>' sainle logical illusionî, arisiîig out of tlie iîîtricacies of
Interniatioinal commiferce, that menic(ail )ose sighit of a truisiîi, ni on wvhicl the>'

WHAT~~~~i I ANA IN LP LC ?at wîithiont queitstioni iii aIl thie ordiiiary trailsactionîs of tlheir trade. W'hat is
WHATIS ANATONALPOLIY ?tra(he ? Is it îlot a iatter of' bnving anîd selling ? Nowî, tliere is a ver>' simple

ha%% of ecaii(ifli hi> whi<h this niatter is unîiforîîîl> governetl. 'l' be truhy

In a formeîr article, twa weeks ago, the ahiave quecstion ivas iîroîîosed, %vith caiioiîîicah, a nmari miust hbo> as uîîucli as lie aun for NvIîat lie selîs, or, ta put it

the view of deternîining, uîot oni>' the geîîeral drift of a National Polic>', but inii nother form, muist selI as hittie as lie can for what lie htîvs. This nia>

the special denands wlîicîî sucli a polie>' niakes îîpoîî electors at the approachv coîîiîîih>' lic exprcssed furtlier lu> sa>'iig thiat a mîaîi seeks ta obtaîii what he

îng crisis in auir polîtîcai affirs. ii tliat article, hîowevvr, the inmportanît w ants at thle cost of as lîtthe haîouir as possible ; anid it iieC( scarcel>' be added

question of P>rotectionî ta Canarhiaii Mainf.ictures was lieli in iiibevance, witli thiat thIs is the ccoîlilîicU law which is inherstood lîy tlic phrase aboaut hîu>'îîîg

the intention tlîat it shîauld lic subsequent>' dîscuusscd ;and iii ulat discussion iii tNe clieahest and selhing inic hîc arest miarket. Of course it is ifut to lie

tlîe pîreserit article %vii le devotcil. Thos N< wIlo are iii sviîa.tli> witlî flic iinderstood thiat no< miîî ever ueîarts fromn this lîrinciple iii an>' of huis îîurcliases

demand for a National Poiicy, aii< are sickeiie< of lucre pari>' cics. muîîst f'ei it is nîeclv said tlîat if lie <lacs uleîart front this lîrinciple lus îmurchîase is nlot

gratifucd if tire coiîîing electînis irc madle to turn on a great cconîîtiiwal anld chrected hi> caniisuera tions oif c<înauîî>'. )an lia>' praise iiiîi as nolhe, as just

political questioni like îtlîat of Pîrotectionl, railicr tii oii tlie compa,.rative nicrit, or gencrails vaoun ii vîtuperate him as vaini anid foolishi, according ta tlie view

of the two hiaitical parties ~ho arc clamnouiriig for suppiort ai tie puulîs. Soulîe wiiich vou fliri of his motives ; lîut there is ouIC thîing wlîîch >'au canaot do.-

of the maost seriaus perils ta which f <istitiitioiial (;oerilniiciit isý e\< sed, l 501<'ou catnot call lus transaction econoiicale
of the nîost disgustiîg vires îîy wliicbI luhtcl ife is stuic.arise [roi takung
flic vote of a people. not tîpoin a qîie0stioîî iiiwîul thue îtiulwelf.rc is
bound trp, but tipon the past record of two aîîtagoiuistic parties, whiose respîective
services ta the country' can be satisfactai il>' estiiated olil liv the impartial
historian of later times.

There are, inded, twa îîrelimiiiarwy OIîstaCc ta arc)tiîîg p>rotectionî as Mhe
principle whiich is at stake ini the coming cectioiis. First of aIl, neither peopîle
nor polîtîcians are dividing tleicli'es into parties along tlie uine. On tire
cantrar>', as far as volt appear%. Protectiouuists whlo have been sujporters of the
Governmieuît, anîl i'rec Tlraders who have hitlîerto î'oted with tlic Opposition,
uitencl, iii minv cases at least, ta stick ta their aid Part>' alliances. Mafreover.
it appears tlîat this fact recolives sonie exjîlanatiouî firim a second diticuilty.
11he graî'est doifbts are cntertaînied 1-s ta the sincerity of thre promises wlîîch
the Opposition have heen makiiig ta Protectionists. It is aiieged tlîat tire
leader of the opposition neyer %vas, and is nat >'et, a Praîcctionist frain
scientific conviction;- and that lie has tîîfturled the banner af Protection merc>'
in the hope of rall>'îîg sonie follon-ers ta fili triî the vacant raiiks of those who
desertedi his cause froni inidigniationu lit the Paciflc Railwa>' Scandai. There us
no doiiht that these facts coristitlite formidable difficulties. ta the extreme
Protectionist at ieast. The Free T'rader, îndeed, and the moderate I>rotec'
tionist who feels satisfled tia.t existing duties afford aIl reas;unalîlc protection
to otur manufactures, the merchant also whose transactions muust assume
stabilit>' in our fiscatl system.'-ahl tiiese nia>' vote with conîfidence for the
Government, Whether the extreme Protectionist mi'. with equal confidence,
vote for the Opposition, it is- for himself ta decide. WVe shaîl, for the hîresent,
waive his difflculties. WVe shaîl assume iluat the question of Protection is ta

.formn the dividing line of the two pîarties, and that the Opposition may be
relied tîpon ta carry out the promises the>' have made, Is that a National
Polie>' which the>' propose ?

In answering this question it is necessar>' ta distinguish between the
abstract teachings of Economical Science and the hractîcal necessities of a
pohitical s>'stem. There is, indeed,' an elementar>' principie of trade which tlîe
Economist traces alike in the bargain b>' which a chiid exclîanges with the
confectioflPr a cent for a sugarstick and in the Most complicated transactions Of
international commerce. But this ehemefitar>' principle is inevitabl>' modifled
b>' the political wants of a community. 0f these the most important is the

Nowî, tiiis is wlîat is uinderstood lu> econom>'e flot ouI>' in the bîusiness
relations oif indîvîditals. If two or thre en enf uier auto partnershîp, tue>' know
th.at banktu uptcy M-ouid( bflic einlevitabhc issue of' thieir tiiidertakoiîg, if the>' muade
a jîractice of scekinig aiuy other tlîaî Uic cliaeaist mîarket for their Ilurchinses,
any otlier tian the dearest for thieir sales. If a hnîdred or a thousauid mîen
fo)rll a joiîît-stock conlimaîy, tlîiu'r halle of a dividend is basold oui thîcir trust
in tire cconamucal mîaniagemencît of tire directorate; auîd an> disclostire of a
transaction, ii %wlîiei flic dîrctrs luad îîaid more tiaîi %vas uiecessur', or
acceiited less iii paynient tiianii mîglit )lave Iîccu ahîtained, woî.id be sture ta head
to tîîpieasauit sî'enes at tlic flrst geîîeral meetinîg of sliarelîalders. And >'et now,
whcn soune four nmillionîs of peopîle have euitcrcd inta a joint-stock associ*ation
for palitici iurlioses, the>' arc askcd ta cect a Board of I)irectors wvii are
piedgeod. not oni>' ta abanidon the fundaniental priîîcile of ecaîuoiy themscives,
but ta take farciiuie mîeasîures for compeliiîg ever>' slîarelîohder, wvlatever his
private conivictions ma>' bc, ta abandon tue priuîciple too.

Nov, if economy means tire supp>' of aur wants at the least possible cost,
-if this is whlat cconomry means for ane man, or for a hundrcd, or a thousand
inen who forrîî a commercial assaciation,-what iý the reason wvhy this ceases
ta be ecotiam> when a few thousand fomni a political association as in some of
the smalier British colonies, or when some millions are combined in an>' of the
largcr empires of the world ? There is na mysteriaus force in aritlîmetiçal
jîracesses ta work otît stuch a restult ; auîd not the wildest fancy of ancient
Pytlîagorean or of later mystic witu regard to the magie powers of nunîbers ever
ascriiîcd ta them such an iniexplicable potene>' as this modern extravagance,
according ta which, b>' a niuere trick of multiplication, the essential. nature of
economY iiiay lie reserved. For, be it observed, a nation-a political corn-
muflit>' is simpl>' a numhier af induvidtuals living under commou laws, and when
we speak of vial: is economical -for a nation, if we understand the purpart of
aur own language, we must mean what is econonical for the individual citizens
of whom the nation is eomposed. if the individual citizens, therefore,
acknowledge withiout hesitation that the only' economny for them is ta find the
most remuflerative market for their productions, the Ieast exactiuîg market for
the suîppl>' of their wants, the>' have aIread>' settied the questionî as ta what
econouli> means for the nation to which they belong; for the nation is
themsel1es.

Such is the essential teaching of ever>' great political thinker, who has

THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR. 279


