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THE EQUALIZATION OF ALL ELEMENTS OF SOCIETY IN THE SOCIAL SCALE SHOULD BE THE TRUE AIM OF CIVILIZ;&TION.
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Eabor ANotes,

The Co-operative Lock TFactory at Wol-
verhampton is again in full work.

The bricklayers of Manchester have given
notice for an advance of wages from 8d. to
81d. per hour.

The masons of London have potitioned
the masters for an extra 3d. an hour, to
come into operation on the 19th July.

The Excelsior Co-operative Iron-workers
Company is announced at Shefticld. All the
leadiug managing men are operatives.

It appears that £20,000 loss was sustiin-
ad by the East and West India Docks Com-
pany through the laborers’ strike of last
yeas,

The M. & . Journal for March contains
gratifying intelligenec of the thorough work
of organization that is going on among the
Machinists and Blacksniths, Quite a num-
ber of new unions have been organized.

The council of the South Yorkshive Min-
ars’ Association, representing 15,000 col-
liers, have passed & resolution expressing
approvil of the arbitration proposed for the
settlement of the weavers’ strike, the terms
of which the operatives have rojected. The
proposal was that the men should at once
return to work at the old rate of wages,
subject to nny addition that might be de-
creed to them by the arbitrators.

Among the new trade societies which are
springing up on all sides, we 1ay note that
the hair dressers’of Paris have determined
to form a corperation of their own,  They
desire to create a vast associntion composed
both of employers and c¢mployed, with a
mixed committee to decide all disputes, to
to register all demands for work and to
appoint teachers in the art of decking the
the hair.

The Peuple Souverain has received four
letters from different towns of France writ-
ten by mewbers of the local trade corpora-
tions which demanded details that might
instruct them and enable them fo start co-
operative socictics. These correspondents
are all journcymen tailors, and they desire
to emulate the exwmple set by the tailors
society of the Rue Turbigo which was
started in 1863 on eo-operaiive principles,
and has since carried on a successful busi-
ness.,

The colliers, to the nmuber of 600, em-
ployed af the Morewoud's Collieries, Al-
friton, have resumed work. They struck
sbout o forinight ago, in -consequence of
the owners refusing the eight-hours’ sys-
tem. That has now been conceded, and
the owners have agrsed to advance the
wages of the men 4d. per ton of 25 ewt.,
until the st of August, after which 21 ewt.
shiall be the maxiwum weight of » ton.

At a further interviéw recently between
tho managers of the Nantygloe, Beanfort,
and Blaiua Works, aud the colliers on strike
in that district, it was sugugested, as an al-
ternate proposal to the duuble shift system,
that the men should reswne work at ten
per cent. reduction. If, however, they
turned but a cortain amount of coul per
ronth, and put an cnd to the restrictive
policy which had hitherto guided them, the
ten per cent. should be restored to them.
to cvniider this propo-

RN

The worlimon are
sition.

* Tag Post Orr1cE EMPLOYERS AND THEIR
Pay.—Another: ¢ lecture™ is announced
%o be delivered at tho Albion Hall, London-
wall, E. C., next Monday ovening, thf: 17th
inst., at eight p.m., under the auspices of
the ¢ United Kingdom G.P.0. and Tele-
graph Scrvice Boenefit Society,” to oxplain
the pelition it is proposed 1o present to
Parlisment on behalf of ull Post Office em-
-ployees throughout the country, and to re-
:ject. amend, or adopt the same. Mr. Charles
Reed, M.P., has kindly cousented to pre-
sent-the same to the House of Commons,
.and s number of other influential M.P.s
Jave also promised their support.

At Bordeanx the working men cartwrights
liave roceived a liberal response to their at-
to;xxpt to create a professional union of their
trade throughout France. Their purpose

\ sto form ,not only local groups but to

unite these corporations into one vast as-
sociation which would hold annual con-
gresses, and croate muscums, professional
schools, mutual benelit socicties, &c. At
Marseilles, Chalon, Lyons, and Paris, this
project has been much applauded, and the
socicty of Bordeaux proud of ihe initiative
it has taken, is now engaged in active cor-
respoundence to carry the matter forward.
The cabinet makers of Bordeaux have also
resolved to follow this example.

This week we are able to report pros-
pects of at least a pactial settlewent of the
great South Wales strike ; but large sce-
tions of the labor-market zre still much
disturbed in several districts, and the
limitation of output is most serviously folt
throughout the whole country.  With
suveral extensive esiablishnents of indus-
try alinost suspended, prominence is being
given to labor-saving machinery, and also
to forcign supplies of raw material and
fuel. Meanwhile further advances in wages
are being asked in several districts, and ag
a natural consequence fresh and untried
labor is mnaking its way to the North and
AMidlands from the agricultural counties.—
Labor News.

On Thursday cvening a meeting of dele-
gates from the London Trades’ Societies,
convened by the London Trades’ Couucil,
wie held at the Sussex Hotel, Bouverie
street, Fleet strect, for the purpose of con-
sidering the position of the colliers and
iron-workers now on strikc in the South
Walos district. Mr. Whetstone, Yresident
of the Amalgamated Enginecrs’ Socicty.
oceupied the chair, and Mr. John Kaue, of
Darlingtou, the Secretary of the
mated Socicty of Ironworkers, was present
as a deputy from that bedy.  About 100
sncictics were represented,  Mr. Allen
moveds the following rosolution :—* That
this representative meeting of the London
Trades deeply regrets the oontinuance of
the dispute between the Welsh ironworkers
and miners and their employers, in conse-
quence of the Intter insisting upon a reduc-
tion of 10 per cent. in the wages of the
workmen notwithstanding the fact that
the prices are vaising in the market, and
which, we Dbelisve, renders the position of
the cmploycis ua'enable, und strengthens
the claim of the wmen to public sympathy
and pecuniary support until the employers
are prepared to open their works aj the
old rate of wages; aud this mcetin\g of
delegates fully endorses the resolution
unanitaously passed upon this subject by
the recent Trades’ Congress at Loods.”

Annlga-
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LEONL LEVI ON WORKING CLASS
TAN ATION.

Lord Elchio said some lime ago in the
House of Comimons that the working mcin
were the mosé highly favored and most ox-
travaganily poited elass in the conununity;
and if proof of this he asserted that if any
other inicvest desived o geb the favoralic
atsention of Parlimment, it had to make
protences that what was looked for wenid
be favorable to working men,

Thig idea is confirmed 1y cevinin stiiis-
tics rusently furnished by Professor Leont
Levi, and pablished. by DMr Buss, MLP.,
for Derby, en the toxaiion of ihe working
el are to read
these ligures by aid of the gluss onr news-
paper writers have furnished, we cannot
help coneluding that Lord Blcho's state-
ment falls far within the limit of the trath,
ewspaper weitten

55 anc, carindney, il we

The Consercative, a
especially for the instruction of operative
Congervatives, is gquite delighted with the
statements of Leoni Levi, and writes with
so gratitiod a senso of the happy condition
of our working people, that wo shall be
disappointed if u few of the squires and
nobles who hive for some time now shown
dissatisfaction at their treaiment, do not
desert their marble halls and gilded saloons
that as working men in the cottage or the
two pair back, they may enjoy these fiscal
fmmunities at present confined to the
working classes of the conutry. )

We should be sorry to dispel a pleasing
iNugion. 1t is good to think the best we

can of huran nature, including Chancellors

of the Exchequer and tax gatherers. If,
howevey, through love or pity they spare
the pockets of working men it would be in-
gratitude not to openly acknowledge their
great leniency. But have those who have
called to rejoice and be thankful looked at
the whole of the case with critical exact-
ness? Taxation, we are told, during the
last thirty years has increased from 52,000,-
000 to 74,000,000. As, however, the ac-
cumulated wealth of the country hos had a
much more rapid growth this tritling in-
creuse i3 not, we are asked to bélieve, a
matter of much moment. Side by side
with this, wo are asked to bear the other
fact in mind, that whereas in 1842, 38 per
cent. of our taxation was imposcd on the
necessarics of life, now the unecessaries of
life only bear 12 per cent. of the same bur-
den.

Assuming these figures to be correct,
what, we ask, do they prove? The repeal
of the corn laws, reduction of dnty on ten,
and several other changes have led to this ;
coupled with the imposition of an income
tax, und, so far, the working man’s condi-
tion has been improved by these changes.
The revision of a system of taxation which
operated injuriously in regard tothe gener-
al interests of the nation, did incidentally
improve the working man's position, and
any thanks that may be due to our govern-
ing class for this, by the working people,
should be freely and liberally rendcved. If
the new taxation, however, has been paid
on incomes above a certain annual amount,
and on realized property, and if the work-
ing people have eseapoed the tax colluctor
only because their income was not large
enough so tax, and becuuse their 1ealized
property has been too sma!! to Lring them
into the category of persons owning taxable
property, what have they to be thankful for?
The poor man who traveiled amongst high-
wey robbers with perfect sceurity because
he possessed nothing they could take from
him, might as well have been grateful for
their forbearance. as. the working wmen of
Ingland to the Chancellor of the Exchequ-
er, because he spares them, and thrusts his
hand in where there is somecthing to be
Ts it really o blessing to the working
men of the country that they escape the
taxation which is levied on property snd
incouie, or can those really consider them-
selves ill-used people who are fairiy called
on nuder the law to pay it 7 Thoe Concerve-
¢ive thinks that the general income of the
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. working classes has really increased ¢ more
than G6 per cent. it presumes this; bus as
Leoni Levi has not stated this, and «s the
assertion of the writer i3 not suficient to
convinee us,it wonld bs satisfactory if some
reason was given for such an assertion,
We Lave no lesitation whatever in seyving
that such o statement is ludicrously fantis.
tical. © We deny two-thirds of {he assemy-
tion, and we defy the writer to attempt o
detailed proof of his statement.  There
has, 16 3s quite true, been an advanee of
wages generally within the last two or thice
years, bu our pauper returas show it
lightened taxation and inercased wages
up to this tinre did not tell very powearfully
in kecping distress in check amongss our
people.  Of able-bodind prupers, taking
our last Government refu
atptire ifteon yenrs over whies b -
we find that in 1357 we Tad 1505
in J870 we had of the samoe cliss {04087,
an inerease in thirteen years of 50,000 ;
whilst in 1872, in consequounce of our ex-
geptionally good trade, these had goue back
1o 183,753,

What wo want to show from this is that

! during the presumed ameclioration by an
| alteration of theincidence of taxation every
i gvidence of a chromic poverly remained
'zmongst the masses of our paople; and
I that the explanation of {his is to be found
i in the fact that wherever the advance in
| wages, the concwwrent rise in the prico of
| provisions and other necessaries havo move
; than kept paco with it ; that the taxable
I yealized property has not como into the
hands of the peaple, and that thereforo on
this supposition the payers of taxes, and
lnob ithose who are exumpt, are the peoply
who ought to be congratulated. Taxation

g. 2nd Jooking
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is in fact, so far as it is levied on the pro-
fits of the business of the country, a mark
which separates those who share in them
from those who do not, and all sensible
men, it is presumed, under such circwn-
stances, would rather pay than not. Ex-
emption, therefore, is an oppression rather
than a privilege ; and when clever statists
and writers try to persuade us that we
ought to be proud of such an exemption,
we feel we ought to De some little ungry
rather at the poverty by which that ex-
emption is secured,

In regard to that part of Professor Leoni
Levi’s calenlation, where he divides the in-
direet taxes proportionally over the whole
population, we have certain grave doubts
as to his aceuracy, and when he divides
again the proportion paid by the working
m:n on each urticle of consumption out of
every pound of taxation falling on him as
indirect tax, we refuse his figures altogether,
simply because we can see no date upon
which his calculations rest. They may be
very correct, or they may he the reverse;
It is, no doubt, quite true that onr working
men drink too much beer, and smoke too
much tobaceo.  'We wish they used a great
deal less of both.  But taking society as it
cxists, in all its classes full f shameless
extravagenees, we can hanliy expect that
men who labor for their living should, more
than their neighbors, be models of self-de-
nial, using nothing as food or drink but
what the highest moral sumptuary autho-
rities conld sanction as fit to be indulged
in by men whose chief aim in life it should
be to labn, and keep out of the work-
houses,

Leoni lievi has Lis jirures, the Chancel-
lor of ik Excheqner aas his Budget, and
our

"

nowspuper wrilers bave their argument,
whiist the masses of our people have their
incessant toil, their chronie poverty, and
happily it may be the poor rates to fall back
upon—there the matter ends.  Still, upon
the whole, if we are to trust our teachers,
te upper classes are very kind and highly
virtuous, and the poover sort very improvi-
dent aud ungrateful, but might be, if they
thought proper, as happy us the day is
long, espeeinlly if they drank less beer and
abatained from a too great indulgence in
tobaeco.  Or, if, by dininisked wages, they
were unable to buy thess, it is clear they
would be still further relioved from tax-
ation.—Liee Hire,

LOXDON TRADZE~,

There is no question that the astounding
rise of the priee of coal is fast telling upon
London trades, mad that in almost every
industry o rise is taking place in the trade
list prices. That this increase of London
vrices will shortly fall back to the hurt of
irade is unquestionable, and the labor-
market will suffer to an unheard of cxtent.

‘The rebound will then visit the artisan
and laborer, and work will not only be
scarce, but wages must come down to meet
the foreign markets.

The south side of the Thames, famed for
its staple ¢ red potteries,” pan-tiles, drain-
age, and other sanitary appliances, has
picnty of work to hand to fullil contracts,
but tho firms ave losing money hy their jobs
~t do unt eare todill np e s with g con-
L fon) Jmrrassord, .

Cunpawder - tils, an sedicle of comneree,
T helieve no dire inswevane: olice carcs to
approaciy, bab vur Loadon trades eall it
their own,
Works is very hoavy, and

the Gunpowder
iahor here is ex-
The owners, not beiug insured
the:uselves by five uﬂ'i':.e:-.; insure their pro-
perty and workpeople, even to their wives
and cuildeen, and, despite  the danger,
labor is alwaeys to hamd, A present, ex-
tensive orders for export are on the order

Basiness ot

cention:l

books,

Tho Ink-irade.—This trade reigns su-
preme in the Metropolix, and it may sur-
prise thereaders of the Labor News to learn
that ink in penny bottles, glass and stone
is exported to. the East Indies, United
States, Persia, Germany, South Ameriea,
Afrien, and all ourcolonies. I have before

me, with regard to this London trade, some

important statistics, and I learn that the
trade is here standing still for the glass
trade and the stoneware trade. The rise
in the price of fuel has stepped in here,
and wholesale orders are now subject to a
rise of 25 per cent.

Tho Blacking-trnde—another Metropoli-
tan industry—is very busy, and the various
hands are well employed.

The Match-trade was never more active,
but the chemicals here employed kill off
the hands more rapidly than the supply.

Vitriol-makers are working night and
day, but this is 2 work that no life insur-
ance office will handle.

The Cigar-trade is not very active, and
the over-apprenticeship here causes a great
number of hands, as soon as their appren-
ticeship has expired, to fall back on other
industries for employment. I have looked
into this well, and I will herve, with the per-
migsion of the Editor, remark that the
whole question of apprenticeship requires a
thorough reformation and enquiry.

The Floor-cloth Factories, another Lon-
don trade, is declining, but other trades
are taking its place. The trade may be
called ‘‘slow,” asit takes two or three years
to properly dry the cloth, and about the
same time to make it.

The Bessemer Steel-works are full of
orders, and there is no knowing to what
extent these works at Greenwich will trade
this session ; the managers anticipate more
work than their factory can turn out night
and day. Our large enginecring firms are
equally as sanguine.

The Coachmaking trade, in all it branch
es, is doing well, and as spring approaches
the trade anticipate a prosperous season
both for export and home orders.

The Furniture trade is very busy, and
the like may be reported of gilders and ear-
vers ; and of the two latter hranches Ilearn
that the immense development of the Fine
Arts will keep the trade well employed.
Foreign workmen are, however, arriving in
shoals to pick up some of the crumbs, and
round about Satiron-hill aund Svho—the
London hives of Contincntal workmen—
* Duteh leaf ” is swarming.

The silversmiih, goldsmith, and engrav-
ing trades and getting very busy, and Clexk-
enwell reports trade looking: up boetter than
this time last yeas.

The copper aud brass smiths were never
so busy at this time of the year

Pewierers ave very busy, i i is proba-
ble this trade are hand-and-glove with the
pluinbers, who have more work than they
can well undertake to carry out,

The zine-workers are cqually as busy.,
Tinsmiths, wire-workers, and other brauch-
e3 arising out of these industries, are fairly
on for work.

The shoemaking trade, both West-end
(which comprises the best work), and the
City and Tast-end, are alike well employed.

Our saddlery and harness “workers are
fairly engaged.

Tailors ave ns busy asnead be in all parts
of the Metropolis.

The hat-trade in Southwark is well on g
whilst in the City and West-cnd basiness js
not to be complained against.

The glass trades do not know which way
to escape orders, and the canal floods have
afforded a five harvest for Matropolitan
rough descriptions to eompete with.

In the East-cnd the shipbuilding yards
are fairly on for work.

Sugar bakers are better off than last
year.

Boiler-makers are very active, and steame
engine makers have few hands out.

Doat and barge builders keep on their
old, steady style.

The other multifarious trades are doing -
well, and London, despite the mischievous
attack on its industries from the ¢‘coal
crushers,” is able to hold up its head and -
compete with the whole world.—Labor -
News.

#ir~ For Cards, Bill-heads, or Posters, .
go to the WorkMaN Office, 124 Bay street.

5%~ Book and Job Printing neatly, cheaﬁly,
and expeditiously executed at the WoRrEMAN
Ofllee,



