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HOMICIDE.

In two recent numbers of the “North
American Review,” Cesare Lombrosa, the
Italian criminologist, gives statistics to
show that the crime of homicide is more
prevalent in the United States than in Ger-
many and England, and moreover, that in
the first-named country it is on the in-
crease. A close examination of the pro-
fessor’s figures, however, shows that there
is no great cause for alarm. The relative
proportion of homicides per 100,000 inhab-
tants is 9o in Italy, 75 in Hungary, 58 in
Spain, 25 in Portugal and Austria, 13 in
France and Belgium, 13 in Sweden and
Norway, 5 in Germany and England, and
12 in the United States. This country,
therefore, in number of homicides com-
pares very favorably with most European
countries, and if the statement is correct
that 40 per cent. of the homicides are com-
mitted by the negro population, it is clear
that if it were not for the negro population
the comparison would be still more favor-
able.—Investigator.

LUMBER CONDITIONS IN THE
STATES.

In the New England and Middle States
the fumber trade 1s gradually recovering
from winter apatny.  tihe wholesale trade
at lonawanda 1s evidentiy assuming tair
spring proportions, as 1s tnat ot Buttalo in
tue wstributive  as well as consumpuve
brancnes.  Business at Alvbany has iairly
reached spring proportions, though a nood
In the river there has lindered shipment
by water. The New kngland demand on
Albany stocks gives earnest ot a sizable
trade in that scction during the season.
/Alairs are reviving in tne New York dis-
trict, and the movement of lumber is now
lairly large, witih increasing interest mani-
fested in turther supplies. rhladelphia de-
mand 1s stimulated vy tne resumption of
building operations in and around the city,
wiuch call tor hemlock, northern, southern
and Carolina pine, as well as the hard-
woods. The Baltimore business is moving
on to a spring basis. Boston is a little
backward this season, it being claimed
thiere that suburban building was overdone
last year. But there is a likelihood that
Aaine spruce will not be in as pientiul
supply this year as was expected, on ac-
count of the early closure of the logging
season, caused first by an enormous snow-
fall, and secondly by a rapid thaw, which
prevented further operations. A stiffer
spruce market will be a benefit to the Bos-
ton and New England trade.

As has been betore indicated, a peculiar
condition of the market for northern pine
is becoming manifest this spring. Prices
at the mills, both on dry-stock and that to
be cut, are held at prices higher than pre-
vailed last fall. As eastern and western
dealers express it, the mill operators have
their noses in the air, and are demanding
prices without any apparent regard to those
prevailing in the distributive trade.  1f
that was their attitude before the early
breaking up of the logging season, it is
emphatically so now that there has been
a failure to put in from 15 to 25 per cent.
of the logs intended to be banked.

Dealers from the cast and lake markets
have already made pilgrimages among the
mills for the purpose of sizing up the situa-
tion and some contracts have been made.
But generally speaking the attitude of the
wholesale trade, east and west, is that of
waiting for further developments. The
situation is made more interesting by the
aspect of the lake carrying business. = The
newly organized Vessel Owners’ Associa-
tion has determined that the season shall
open with the rate from Duluth to Buffalo
at $1.75 a thousand, instead of $1.6214, as
last season.  The shippers are already pro-

testing against this and taking measures to
fight the combination rate. »

The northern pine mill operators have
some reason for demanding higher prices
than last year, and holding firmly to them.
Dry stocks have been sold off to such a

!degree that good chances.to purchase arc
{ scarce.  There has been a remarkable de-
'mand for box lumber and culls, and large
blocks have been sold. = Dimension was
not over-plentiful last fall, and the supply
to come forward this spring is compara-
tively meagre, while wholesale and retail
stocks in city and country yards are rapidly
diminishing under the influence of the
spring trade. There soon must be re-
plenishment,  with less than the usual
amount to be drawn upon. It is probable
that hemlock dimension will this year be
in larger request than usual as a means
of escaping the higher prices that will be
demanded for Norway pine lumber.

Reports from all the yellow pine mar-
kets continue to indicate remarkable pros-
perity.  In the Middle Gulf States orders
for railroad and car factory material seem
to be as plentiful as ever.—North Il estern
Lumberman.

STOCKS OF GRAIN AT LAKE
PORTS.

The following table, prepared from re-
ports of the Chicago Board of Trade.
shows the stocks of wheat and corn in
store in regular clevators at the principal
points of accumulation on the lakes, March

19, 1808:

Wheat, Corn.
bush. bush.
Chicago ...... .... 7,796,000 17,049,000
Duluth ...... .... 3.020,000 3,084,000
Milwaukee 113,000 123,000
Detroit.. .. ..... 109,000 17,000
Toledo.. .. . 223,000 897.000
Buffalo .... ...... 648,000 756,000
11,909,000 21,926,000

As compared with a week ago, the above
figures show, at the several points named,
a decrease of 343.000 bushels of wheat and
an increase of 88,000 bushels of corn. On
the same date there was afloat at Chicago
1,693.000 bushels of wheat, 7,020,000 bushels
of corn, 232,000 bushels of oats, 192000
bushels of rye, and 93.000 bushels of barley:
at Buffalo 386,000 bushels of wheat: and at
Milwaukee 1.509.000 bushels of corn and
310,000 bushels of oats.

WILL COME TO YOUR HOUSE.

The beautiful Hindoo fable of Kisagotami
is based upon the universality of death. She
was a lovely young wife, who had just lost
her first-born child, and was found by a
priest on the wayside moaning hitterly over
her bereavement. The priest soothed her
in his simple and earnest manner, and fin-
ally promised her that if she would go from
house to house and find one where death
had not entered, and bring to him a certain
kind of seed therefrom, he would restore
her lost child to life. So Kisagotami
walked up and down the land enquiring at
every door for the house over whose thres-
hold death had failed to pass. Her search
was long and tedious, for nowhere was
such a house to be found.  After many
months she returned to the priest and
related her fruitless and pitiful search; but
she had gained these—patience and know-
ledge.

This is said to have happened in Asia
long ago.  But there are many in our land
to-day who seem to think death should not
or will not happen to them. It may visit
the folk afar off, and in other lands; it may
even come to their neighbors, but the last
thing they have in mind is that it will ever
come to them, Some mental hasheesh
has created this delusion, which should be
thrown off.  Death is certain, and the de-
liverance from its earthly ravage is found
only in life insurance.—The [Veckly State-
ment.

—Despite the industrial depression which
prevailed in England during 1897, the
amount of alcoholic beverages manufac-
tured and sold in that year shows an in-
crease of $17,500.000 over the figures for
1896.  The inevitable conclusion seems to
be that idleness is conducive to- thirst.

PAY UP.

. a

Now is the time when all meg, st a
accounts at the stores should I“al‘e]ams
point to call and settle up. ~ The merc he
do not get their goods for nOthmg‘o it
are not doing business for the love blige
and when they are kind enough to Otpe‘
a iriend by giving them his goods, tllﬂo
son should make it a point to pa)’.l he ¥
the goods he got. not wait untllen t0
dunned and dunned, and dunned. th and
pay up the account, give iml)t"'t”lenci will
say mean things. The individual that 2o
do that will do worse only for “ee eat”
Some people get credit and when rep
edly asked for the amount, say: ~JW such
it when you can now that you are 11 %5
a hurry; have only had your goods mer”
eleven months,” and they act as 1t the all
chant does not keep books or '"Ofo -
about the transaction. How they psuch
txed on the honor of a man to pay 2 o,
a time, and that time has long gonet tha
and no pay, proving beyond any dot 101
their word was no good. We ‘VlShchantS
form all such persons that the mMerr us
from whom they got their goods 0 the
all about them, points them out ?es ¢
street. “There goes a man that O“Ot; ¢
so much. promised to pay but di neve
is a dead beat.”” The merchant and €¥=ax
body else knows them. Did you ever
of that, Mr. Debtor? Ii not. Jlfsf.
of it now and rush and pay up ,e\lcc};
you owe and be a free man.—WwWalla
News.
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—French post-office employees are’[’he"

tween the devil and the deep S . iné

have just received an order first fof direC"

them to read postal cards and 1€ t'be lot®
ing them not to allow insulting or !
postal cards to pass through the mat®

. the
—An old colored citizen, h?armg th
rumors of war with Spain, app ’fwhat Cffi
position of cook to the army. sked:
perience have you had?” he was au S he
wuz cook in de Confedrit army. S f ook
replied—"dat is, I had de position it
but. ter tell de truth, I didn't W
“Why?" “Dey wuzn't nuttin’ t€f

cook
suh!"—Atlanta Consti!u!ioil'_/
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DaIRY PRODUCTS.~RCCCIP;S' ¢
dairy and creamery butter 815 Ginpr
The export demand is not mgngt King,
and creamery men are marke nited
put here in preference to the ed in o
dom.  Prices remain as (luot) ou
issue.  There is & little bettt,l;y
cheese.  Some export eﬂqutlioﬂ ar
to hand. and although quotd Sacﬂon;/‘
it is pleasing to know that tr ns are 7
taking place. Local quotati©




