278

THE C .NADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE.

William Fabey, late of the Q.Q.R., who
made a very felicitous speech.  The re-
mainder of ths evening was spent in so-
cial intercoursey

* * L ]

The visit of the Governor-General gave
& bit ofa fillip to soldiering here last
weeky Number One Troop of the Duke
of Conmaughit’s Own Canadian Huspars
furnished cscorts upon the occasion of Hiw
Excellency’s arvival and his official visits
down town. The men looked well, but
it must have Dbeeh a great strain upom
the men to turn out so muchi There
should be nmother city troop of cavalry
and the two organiz:d into an independ-
ent squadron. The Prince of Wales Rifles
turned out a smart guard of eighty to
receive Mis Excell.ney at the station, and
the Royal Scots furnished three splendid
guards on Tuesday. Captain Clark com:
manded th: cavalry, Captain Porteous the
P. W. R., and Captain Cameron the High-
lamders.

The military writer of a Montreal weck-
1y paper Yas this to say about the reor-
ganization of 1he city infantry corps : “The
Prince of Wales Regiment is hard at work
preparing for its annual inspection, and
that event promises *0 be a most satis-
factory onc. [The men are turning out
very well, ns attendance at drills in Mont -
real go, but I regret to say that is not
saying much When the fine drill parades
of the Moronto corps arc remfmbered.
The truth of the mntter ie that our regi-
ments are too numerous and have too
small establishments. It is unreasonalle
to expeet every man in a busy city like
this to get down every drill night. There
is a swall regimental parade and compan-
ies are mixed up, men being put under
strange company ofticers  and non-coms.
They do mot like it. and many of them
make it a point of staying away except
when there is q certainty of being a big
parade, on bLund nights, cte. If compan-
ics and battalioms were larger, there
would always be enough men down at
drill to form resprctable battalions and
to vo ahead with intcresting work.

Really the only satisfactory way out
of the difficulty would b an omalgama-
tion of wome of the corps. To start with
the Primce of Wales Rifles. They aue
proud of their distinction of First Bat-
talion, but at the same time they ape

not proud of the rifle uniform. They
recently applied for authority to adopt
the Grenadier Guards wniform. The yni-

form oif

the Sixth Fusiliers i‘u nearly
the rame thing, and the members of

that battalion would perhaps not object
to a loss of their distinetive numeral
50 lonz a8 their uniform and distinctive
title went to the new régiment.  An
amalgamation of the First and the Sixth
might be clficted under the title The
First Prince of Wales Fusilicrs. or some-
thing of the kind. Of course, hotl regi-
ments are proud of their own individual
records, but neither would be lost by such
en amalgamation, There ix no denying
that o fine ten company regiment could
be orgamized in this way, and maintuined
too at n less comparative cost to the coun-
try. The 65th and 85th might be combined
in a sinilar mamner.

For obvious reasons it would be hard to
cffect amalgamations with cither the Roy-
al Seots or the Victoria Rifles, but it
would really imcrcase their efficiency and
keep up the strength of the brigade to
add two compinies to cach of them, mak-
ing up the loss of four companies sustained
by the formation of two regiments from
four. After th: adoption of this scheme
the Montreal Infantry Brigade would con-
xist of ‘the First Prince of Wales Fusil-
liers, ten companies, Third Victorin Rifles,
cight companics, Fifth Royn) Scots, cight
companies, G6ith Battalion, twelve comy;
panivs. I might say that this scheme of
reorganizing the Montreal Infantry corps
has been under discussion in the militia
department for some time. The scheme
outlined above hax heen claborated by a
avell-known autho:ity on militin matters
and submitted to the powers that be
and Jocal militinmen noed not be surpris-
ed 17 some day this scheme or one some-
thin: like it takes tongible shape.

A rotired officer of the Sixth Fusiliers
writes :—“I am surprised to see that
there ix any qu.stion of sinking the iden-
tity of the gallant old Sixth in & naw
bric-a-brac hattalion %o be known as the
First Prince of Wales Fusilicrs and form-
ed by an amalgrmation of the Prince of
Walox Rill's and th: Sixth Fusilicrs. Why
should the Rixth. of all othoer regiments,
be robb d of its distinctive numeral in this
way ? If they want fower regiments and
bigzer onvs, the Sixth, as the most effid
cient regiment in the city, has the right
10 be fthe base of them. but why of all
others rob it of its numeral ? The results
of the annual in-p etions are not yét an-
nounced, nor in fact, are

they all over,
If they are hound

to reduce the number
ol Montreal regiments by one French and
one English rogimin:, let them take the
figures of the insp cling officers, disband
the two least efficient regiments and then
divide the twelve dishaanded companicl
amonr  the remain‘ng  regiments. Ol
Sixth men are anxious to be able to rec-
ognize  their dear old regiment when they
see it. Why should  the Sixth Fu<iliss
be xingled out for amalgamation, and the
Victoria Rifles and Royal Scots be left
alone 7™

HALIFAX.

H. M. 5. Mohawk arrived oa Saturday

night, Sept 16tY, from Montreal.
* - [ ] *

The Garvison regatta took place on Sat-
u-day nfte:noon. 16:h Sept., on the North
West Arm. 1t was attended by Admiral
Rir Johr Iopkins and Lady Hopkins.
Livut.-Gov. Daly, th: offic.rs of the army
and mavy, and quite a crowd of otherr
civit and military p-eons of inore or less
distinction. Most of the people gather-
ed along th: bink of the Arm to witness
the racex, but those who occupied the
flotillia of steam. eail, and oar-craft that
moved hither and thither formed a large
fraction of the total attendance. Oak-
lands was th: rallying point of the oc-
cagion. The landing was situated there
and algo the Kinz’s Regiment band, which
played popular mdsie throughout the af-
ternoon. The regatta, it may be stated,
was exprrimental, and as such it wan rea-
sonably successful in its different phascs.

and terminated to the eatisfaction of all
conceraed. No accident occurred, deiaye
between events were not of long duration.
the sun sghone pleasantly. the wind wsa,
chilly, Dut did not greatly ruffle the
water, and finally the majority of the
entries filled, and the contestants all vied
onc against the other for supremacy.

Race No. 1 was for five and six oared
gigs. Course three miles. Boats repre-
senting the R.A.,, R.E,, and H.G.A: con-
tested. The last-named got the start and
immediately after broke the bow oar. An-
other oar was supplied the boat after go-
ing some¢ distance. In the meantime the
R.A. boat, a new one built of cedar for
the occasion by Moseley, of Dartmputh;
secured the lead and finally crossed the
lime a winner, but not far in {ront of the
H.G.A.. which, fo: obtaining sccond place
after the accident at the start of the race.
received nn ovation from the spectators as
it passed the finish. The first boat got
$16 and the seconll boat got $6.

Two seargeants of the royal artillery
rowed the winning Doat in the llat race.
Prize, $8

Race No. 3, four four-vared gigs and
whalers, open to petty olficers of the
mavy and non-commissioned officers of the
garrison, had four entries—R. E., Staff and
Depts., H. G. A. and 1st King's Regiment.
The prizes were $12, 36 and $3. The R.
E. wom. the Staff and Depts. sccond, and
the H G A. came third. A protest was
made against the winning whaler. It was
claimed the boat had been stripped of
lining. The protest was overruled.

Race No. 4, denominated n mixed dou-
ble scull race, was rowed over a short dis-
tance course, The oceupants of compet-
ing boats were conditioned to be a gen-
tlrman strok:, lady bow, and lady cox-
swain. Five boats started. Miss Curren
and Mi Tracy won, Mies Elliot and Licu-
tenant Marsh, R. A. were second. Miss
lLawson and Mr. Griergon were third. The
coutest was close. All the boats were
bunched near the finish. There were two
first and two sccomd prizes.

Race No. 5, over the three-mile course,
for tea and twelve oaled cutters, attract-
ed the most interest of any on the pro«

gremme. Three started.” Two of theso
were R. E. cutters, and the other was
R.A. The last named cutter only rowed
o short distance and retired. The other
two cutters were evenly matched. A cou-
ple of lengths only divided them, from
start to finish. The boat known as Beu-
digo was first, and that enlled Hard Lincs
was second. The prizes were $26 and $10.

Race No. 6, for double sculls was open
10 all come:s. Eight boats started, some
of them got mixed. The course was one
wile with a turn, Messrs. Purcell and
Lynch were firat, H. G. A. sccond, Fowler
and Lonfield third and White and Lovitt
fourth. The prizes were $12 and $5.

Event No. 7 was a tugrof-war.  Ten
yards of ropr were attached botween the
sterns of ‘the boats amd one or the other
had to be pulled over the line before be-
ing beat n. The R.E. defeated the R.A.

Event No. 8. which concluded the pro-
gramme was open to the R. N., and Ma-
rines. A gig from H.M.8. Blake defeatcd

another gig and a cutter from the eame
warship.



