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have neyer taken alcohol at ail. And what a wreck is the drug
drunk!

From alcohol men will sometimes reform of their own free
will, but from morphine and cocaine, they seldom or never. They
seem to follow ont to the word De Quincy's observation: "I do not
rcadily believe that any man having once tasted the divine
luxuries of opium, 'will afterwards descend to the gross and mortal
enjoymient of alcohol." Having once tasted, or being once en-
veloped, their doom is almost sure.

IIow are ail these drug addicts produced ? McIvor and Price
(J. A. M. A.), in a close study of a series of hospital case> have
come to the conclusion that the largcst single factor in the pro-
duction of morphinism has been professional medication. In
their series of 147 drug addicts studied and treated, thirty-eight
took morphine exciusively, and out of that number twenty-eight
learned of the effeets of the drug. through. its h-ypodermic ad-
ministration by the physician, or through a physician's prescrip-
tion. The italies are editorially used, and bcing se nsed, present
food for refiection. iPractically ail teachers of medicine warn
students, when practitioners, neyer to place hypodermic syringes
in> the bauds of patients. If prescriptions are rc-fllled by drug-
gists, the professional man is not to, blame.

It does not appear that any stigma can be attached to, the pro-
fession se far as cocaine and heroin are concerned.

.Block (N. Y. M. J.) says: " Normal persous nover become
drug habitues." Anyway, if they do, they are easier cured if
the cause is removed.

flow isthis evil to beprevented? Is it tobe by the prohibition
of manufacture, importation and sale thereof; or by the abolition
of the drug store?

Tu I the. prevention of alcoholies and drug addicts there are
latent possibilities, and preventive medicine mav sonedY lya
conspicuous part in such social problems.

,lI the meantime, however, until legisiators awake te their op-
portunities, the profession must continue to do their best to treat
anid cure both alcoholies and drug addicts. In the treatment of
the cases cîted above the best method proved to, be graduaI with-
dAwais of the drug with free purgation as in the .Lambert treat-ý
ment, and sedatives and stimulants as required in the individual
case. This eau best be carried ont in sonie institution or hospital-


