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breathlessly watched him go by. Toward sun-
set, when he had now gone by threc hundred
and seventeen and a half times, they eent out
a messenger to him inviting him to call. They
l)9ld that tiie circumstunces were s0 extraor-
dinary as to render consultation expedient.
When the Benefactor stood in pride and per-
spiration before them, they said: ‘‘Are you
not very tived 2’ And he replied, ¢“On the
whole, not 50 much so a3 I expected to be.”
Then said they, ** There have now gone by
three hundred and seventeen and a half of you
already. Is there any more of you to come ?”
And he answered them, “Two score and ten
and a half, counting the rest of this trip. And
then,” said he, “my brother will go by.” At
these words the whole assembly was moved,
and en?uired, ‘¢ Your brother—are there as
many of him as of you, oris he a single man {”
And he perceived their fear and answered,
“He is indeed younger than I, but he is
almost as pumerous.” Then the younger war-
riors went out by stealth and began to pack
up their trunks. But the chiefs asked
courteously, ““ And have you any fathers?”
“I have a father,” the Benefactor ieplied,
“apd he is more numerous than I, because
be is older.” And they asked again, ¢ Have
you sons, and are therc many of them also ?”
And he replied quietly, [ have sons, and
some of them very numerous,” Then a
warrior who was ancient and wise stocd up
and spoke : ¢* It scems goed that we return to
our homes, afdd Jeave the tribes of the Oke-
ueechokeechebees in peace. We arc but five
hundred men, with neither women nor children
to help us. While of this man and his brother
alove there aie six hundred and nincty six,
not to mention the old man and the sons. If
now the rest of the tribe be inlike proportions,
we¢ may prove to have mdertaken too heavy a
contract. Let ug even wait till some of the
people die. Then may succe-s, perchance,
await us, and nqgp dissstrous failure.” And
his words seemed good, :sindced they wete.
And the whole tribe made ready to depart.
But one said, * Let us take a portion ol ths
man with us. Out of 30 much a little will not
be missed.” 5o the Benefactor found that he
had indeed saved his people, but was himself
a captive amnoug the Blowchalks.

{ To be continued, )

TOPICAL TALK.

London, last weck, was beaten at its own
game by Strathroy. It was called football,
and it would be supposed (by any one who
. read the reports of basoball matches during

the summer) that the cockneys would huve
held their own, ot least at kicking.

Thot Hemy Irving is 2 great actor I fancy
no one will deny, but that he is not yet at the
top of the tree is evident from the critiques on
his performances in the city papers, and those
of Hamilton and Dundas. ?? Mr. Irvin
would but pay atteution to the advice offerer
in these papers, especially the Banner, he
might be a first-chop actor in a short time,

Literary men have long been puzzed as to
the meaning of a certain passage in Shakes-
peare, T think in Hamlit, and man{’ sagacious
and profound explanations have been given
concerning it. To me it appears as plain as a
pike-staff. The passage g “TI have that
within which passeth” show.” The word
“ within * evideatly refers to *‘ pocket,” and
that which *‘passeth show ” can be nothing
clse but a dead-hcad theatre tickot.

Merchants will feel a thrill of relief when
they hear a recent decision of the Recorder of
Montreal, which was that a store-keeper has a
perfect right to take hold of a drummer bfy the
ear and bounce him off bis premises if the
pertinacious bag-mau refuses to vacate the
store after being told once. M. Puinchaud, a
commercial traveller, has found this to hix
cost. It seems he insisted on holding the fort,
—in other words refused to “git’ when M.
Moiseau, a merchant, told him to do so. The
irate store-keeper assisted him to the door,
und exemplified the etcrnal fitness of things,
at any rate of names, by giviug M. Painchaud
a ¢ hot roll " on the sidewalk. The Recorder
before whom the case came up, said that M.
Moiseau had been quite justified in acting as
had done. N. B.—Book-agents and all that
class of itinerant vendors of goodsinay be
treated in like manner ; all excopt canvassing
agents for Grip,

In spite of the numerons *‘ victories ” gained,
or rather claimed to be gained, by the French,
they seem to be making surprisingly slow pro-
gress towards anything decisive, Killing
Chinamen, that is in China, i like killing flies.
As the ofd saying is *‘ twenty come tfo cach
funeral.” Moreover, the French don’t have
thinge all theiv own way by any means, and
are losing an immense number of men. Let

the Gumlic cock crow as he pleases, thereis
little doubt but that he doesn’t feel as com-
fortable as he would have one think. Besides
all this, it is very difficult to know for certuin
whether the reported French victories are
victories or defeats.  This appears to be well
understood by the Freneh at home them-
sclves, for Le Charivari makes fun of the
 despatehes,” as will bo seco by the fol-
lowing from that paper: ‘‘Enter to the
redacteur of Le Temps, a measenger., *Be-
hold here,’ he cries,  hundreds of gespatchcs
of victories in China.” * Useless,’ replies him-
self the redacteur, ‘I have already written
them myself in advance.’” This looks as if
the ** redacteurs” and others smelt a rat
somewhere.

I was rather amused at something I saw in
the Hamilton Spectator not long ago. That
aper was poking fun at the London Advertiser
or asserting that the weather was cold up
there in the woods. The Spee declaring that
at that very time the heat was se great that
the people were ‘“ sleeping with their legs out
of the windows,” '} always thought the
reople of the Ambitious City a strange lot,
I)ut I never knew that they adopted the
extremely novel position described during their
sleeping hours.  How weird and awe-inspiring
a sight it must be to pass throngh that city
durmg a hot midsummer night ! The pendant
‘eys of the slecping inhabitants swaying back-
wards aud forwards from the windows in the
nocturnal zephyrs, wounld give one the idea
that he was in a city of mourning draped with
funeral Lanners. Peradventure the proclivi-
tics of the good folk of Hamilton for acquiring
shin-plasters has something to do with this
queer sleeping posture, The fuct that the
people, presumedly feminine as well as mas.
culine, put their feet through the windows,
says a great deal for the size of the cascinents
of Hamilton,

In the latest copy of the French Charivari
is 2 small cartoon representing the interior of
a police station, the human figures being those
of a prefect of police, & prisoner and a man on
a stretcher. **You arc accueed,” says the
prefeet to the incarcerated ome, ‘*of having
attempted to poison your comradc here.”
“YWhat I!” says the other; “I! ho was
thirsty and I only gave him a glass of Seine
water to drink.” *“ Preciscly,” is the remark
of the officer. I was thinking that if the
word ¢ Don ” were substituted for Seine, the
cartoon might be used with very good effect
nearer home,

Now that it is scttled that Sir John A,
Macdonald is to be made a peer—for such
must be the case, as the Regina Leader, I
ace, says there is no doubt about the matter—
the next thing will be the consideration of a
title for him. Lord Gerrymandero della
Policio Nationale has a Spanish grandee,
digoified sound, but is, perhaps, too long.
Lot me ace : the Baron Slaphischops, smacks
of medievalism, but is not, possibly very digni-
ficd. "How would——, but let me pause. It
it just possible that the Premier is not to be
peered at all, in which ease the sclection of a
title is premature. I will wait to ace what
the next issue of the Leader says.




