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From a New Work, entitled “Travels in Town.”
SCENES AT EPSOM RACES.

Epsom Races were instituted in 1779, Lord Derby gave the stakes
whhich still go by the name of the Derby, immediately on establish-
ing the races. On the following year he instituted the Ouk-s race,
calling the prize by that name becanse it was the name of his coun-
#ry seat. It is curious enoughthat his own horse Bridget won the first
Oaks. Epsom races take place only once a year. Ax_x aitempt was
made a few years sinze to esiublish a race 3 Tpsom in Zcptan

hor,

i
Jbut there being no prospsct of succeeding, the idea was abandoned.

Epsom races last four days. They take plac&: in June, com-
smencing on Tuesday and ending on Friday. Thursday, bmz%g
the day of the Derby, is the great, the important day, always big
‘with thz fate of thousands of gamblers, some ona l.arge,A so:ne.on
-a smalier scale. Friday is the next greatest day in polat of imn-
portanze.  On that day the Qaks is run for, but 'the attendanes on
that day is not atall to be compared with that \‘Vhlc?l graces the con-
test for the Derby, in regard to the amount of bemng.on the‘result.
Beyond the mere circle of the confirmed and re-cogmsed Turfites
‘themseives, betting on the result of the Oakls Is SCﬂﬂfdy ImmYn.
What the extent of the bettiog on the Derby s, 15 2 poiat to which
I shall afierwards have occasion to refer. Tor a full fortnight be-
fore thy Derby day, you hear of little else thafl the race that h o
be run on that day.  Among all classes of sucmt_‘./, from the high-
est aristozrats down to the humblest mechanics in the metropolis,
-is the Derby the subject of conversation, and amo.ng all are bets‘
laid, to a greater or less amount, according to the cTrcumstances of
the purties, on the issue of the contest. The morning of the day
arrives, and for once in their lives the cockneys get ont of bed be-
fore six o’clock in the morning. From four to ten, continued
atreams of persons, in carriages, on horseback, and on foot, are
ecen pouring in the direction of Epsom. At so early an hour as
from four to five, you see nearly the whole of London in commo-
tion, consequent on the determination of its population to be pre-
sent at the races at Epsom.
every direction, previous to a regular start, all busily eng:‘gged in
making the necessary preparations for the contemplated Joyrney.
Bome are loading their coach, or phaeton, or gig, or othe-:' vehicle,
with those provisions whizh the cravings of their appotites may
render necessary before they return home. Others are taking the
precaution of filiing their vehicles with clonks, Mackintoshes, um-
brellas, and other et ceteras, in case £t. Swithin should take it in-
to his head to give thama little taste of what he can do in the way of
marring holiday eujoyments in the open air. Others are anathewa-
uising themselves and everybody clse, because there is something
wrong in the hoer

You sce them hovering about you In
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s of the cattle which are to drive them to the
race-cours?, or beeanse some other unexpected untoward incident

-sceurs to disconcert their plans or delay their starting. Ina word,
there is no diversity of cirenmstances in which the particf are
not plased who are prepuring to set out for Epsom. So generu'l is the
bustle and motion around you, that you can searcely r_esnst the
conviction that every body is out of bed, and that the entire popu-
Iation of London are preparing for a trip to the race-course. Hew
striking the contrast which tho appaarance of the streets presents on
the morning of the Derby, to what it does on any other day, when
you oaly seo here and there some lazy apprentice creeping towards
his empleyer’s 5 or, it may be, some solitary chin.nf))i—sm'cep,-
crawling along, with brush in hand and soot bags on his back.
And sze the aspect of the various streets and roads shich lead to
the great road which conducts you to Epsom. See the lies of
carriages, cabriolets, carts, and cvery conccivable vehicle ; the
rows of horsemen and the streams of pedestrians. You are sur-
prised at ag well as gratified with the sight. You ask yourself,
where can all the horses and vehicles, to say nothing of the hu-
man beings you sce before you, have come from? Do not press

Just yet for an answer to the question, Repeat it when you have

got wnto the greut road, a mile or two beyond Briston, into which
all the branch roads have, like tributary streams to a vast river,

poured their respective cowplements of men, women, horses, don-|

keys, dog, and vehicles of every kind.  When you have fairly
80t out of town, you will have plenty of time to ask yourself the
question. Such is the erowded state of the road, that you will
often have difficulty in foreing your way onwards. Such a scene
you never before witnessed ; and you never dreamt that sucha
sight was o be seen.  Yon sce nothing before or behind you, but
a vist promiseuous mass of vehicles, horses, pedestrians, ete., all
moving in cue direction, The scene has all the appcarance of
procession, except that it wants regulasity and arrangement.  You
already feel asif yon were in a great measure compensated for the
waplaasantaess of getiing out of bed at so early an hour, and for any
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pecuniary sacrifice you may have made to procure a horse or ve-
hicle. And not the least interesting feature in the scene isthe motle
character of the bipeds and quadrupeds before you. The party in’
the splendid carriage on your right hand consists of two young no-!
biemen and two dashing cyprians. In the go-cart on your left are,
three Whitechapel butchers, in the employ of Mr. Alderman]
Scales. Observe the dandified aristocratic airs of the youthfal,
sprigs of nobility, and see the prudish demeanour and zffected mo-g
desty of the couple of # frail fuir enes® who sit beside them. Then
coutrast with this the blunt, unzeremouious, ¢ blow-me-tight” man-;
ner of the cattle-slayers in the go-cart. 'They have no more po-j
lish, no more refinement, ne more affectation in their deportment,?
than had the half-dozen bullocks they slaughtered on the pre\'ious1
day. Not less marked is the contrast in the appearance of the,
horses of the two partics. The steeds in tho aristocratic carriage:
look quite as haughty and as fall of airs as their masters. They|
are the high-mettied sort, and, as if’ spurning the ordinary speed,
the driver finds it 2 difizult task to restrain them. They are just,
as pampered in their own way as thejr masters, and a drive down
to Epsom i3 only diversion to them. Far otherwise is it with the
animal that drags the vehicle which contains the trio of butchers.
He has all the appearance of a hard-working horse.
is taken out of him.’

The ¢ shine
Ilis head hangs down, axd his whole ap-

carance indicates that his spirits are broken by the conjoint agency
of the whip and too much labour. If horses do soliloquise, there
can be no question that he is congratulating himself on the crowd-

pid pace. Take care you don’t tread on the denkey with the little
urchin on its back, which isimmediztely before you.
proverbial for their reluctance to quicken their pace.
no exception to the rule.

te

Donkeys are
This one is

‘He is a donkey wot won't go 3’
and, therefore, the little follow who sits astride on his back, is as
busy as he can be in

¢ Walloping him, so, so, €0,

You little rascal, don’t be so cruel.  What a pity some one does
not seize the cane with which yoa beat the poor long-cared crea-
ture so hard, and apply it to your own shoulders! Tt would do
one’s heart good to witness the transfer. A taste of the © wallop-
ing’” process applied to himseif would teach the young rogue to lay
it 2 little more leniently on the sides of the unfortunate donkey.
Bat where are the officers of the Society for the Preveution of
Cruelty to Animals? Where are they ? echoes every humane bo-
som.  They onght to muster strong along the road to Epsom on
Derby-day.
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Do you see that country-looking man in a plain gig,
i

drawn by a still plainer horse? He isa retired gentleman with
100,000/,  You observe that dashing mustackioed personage in
his handsome phaeton, with two beartifal grays? he is not only a
beggar in circumstances, but was confined in the Queen’s Bench
prison so late as last week. Thatis the Earl of ,two or three
yards before you.  He is an inveterate gambler on the Turf, and

has probably bets to the amount of 20,000/, depending on the re-
iisult of the present Derby.  You sce a poorly-clad pedestrian on
lthe side of the road about a yard from him: heisa journzyman
lishoemaker, who, though unable to muster the wherewith to pay
iifor any conveyance down, has staked five shillings agrinst some
‘“other son of 8t. Crispin on the issue of the contest. You are
I'steack with the diversity you observe in the appearance of the
llerowds who are wending their way to Epsom : far greater is the
difference which exists, counld we only perceive it in all its extent,
in the circumstances of the parties. But I'shall have occasion to
glance again at thistopic when I eome to speak ofthe aspect of the
assemblage on the Downs immediately before and after the run-
nivg cf the leading races

As everybody, aiways excepting the inveterate gambler, who is
bent on plundering as muny of his fellow-men as he possibly can,
thinks of nothing else ; as everybody but him hasleft London for
the purpose of enjoying a hokiday, you see nothing but swmiling,
contented, happy fuces around you, They have by this time con-
quered the drowsiness and want of spirit with which they had to
contend-—owing to their rising at so unusually early an hour—

appearance of persons who are determined to be merry and com-
fortable. 1t is true that many of them, besides the systematic gam-
bler, have pretty considerable sums dependent on the issue of the
jraces 3 but somehow or other they either forget all pecuniary cares
|iand anxieties for the moment, or they all lay the flattering unction
!0 their souls, that they are to be gainers. It never occurs to them
that somebody must be a loser. Oh, happy absence of thought ! It is

ed state of the road, which prevents his being driven at a more ra-}

b

when sctting out on their journey ; and now they have all the

R s
Is the reader fond of contrasts? See then the altered aspeet
f the crowds who have been to Epsom, as they return to town
/In the evening. Yo can hardly betieve thom to be the same persons
iyousaw proceeding to the Derby in the morning. Where is all
their gaiety ?  Where the loud laugh and the folicitous joke ?
i Where the liveliness of manner—where the abundaxt flow of spi-
tits 2 They are all gone. See how sad and disspirited, with
;comparative!y few exceptions, the strcams of people seem. Loss
;of money in many cascs, and exhaustion in others, have worked:
;the change. But I am partly anticipating what will be said with .
greater propriety in an after part of the chapter. ‘
Until twelve o’clock crowds continus to arrive on the race-
course, not only from London, but from all parts of the country’
within a circuit of twenty or thirty miles, What an immense con-
course of human beings ! There cannot be Jess than 250,000 per-
sons there.  And see how well dressed the vast majority of them
are! Ragged coats or faded silks are but rarely witnessed. What-
ever may be the condition of the pocket or the belly, there is no
jcause of complaint, with very fow exceptions, on the score of the
back. Ifthere be a lack of money or of food, there isno lack of
raiment. And how elegantly dressed are a very large propos-
tion of the immense assemblage ! The women are gorgeously so.
You would find it a task of some difficulty to poiut out a score of
‘i”-dl'essed females within a moderate distance of the place at which
;you stand. Witness the forest of waving plumes of feathers.
{You wonder where they all came from ; you had no idea before,
that London could have furnished such a supply. How brilliant
the aspect which the vast numbers of ladies who are present give
to the immense 2ssemblage ! Their attire is elegance and splen-
dour combined—their persons are handsome—and the charm
caused by such display of beauty and fashion wounld be complete,
but for the unpleasant fact obtruding on your mind, that a very
eonsiderable portion of them are of exceptionable character. But
let that pass. The face of the adjoining hill, extensive as is the
space it embraces, appears as if instinet with life, Persons of
all ranks and classes are there crowded together as densely as it is
possible fur them to be.  Sce ‘also both sides of the raee-course,
fully a mile and a half in length. Carriages, coaches, phaetons,
cabs, carts ; vehicles ofall sorts, in shert, are there ranged as close-
ly as they can be, three or four deep, from nearly one extremity of
the course to the other.  And so thickly tenanted are they chiefly
with elegantly-attired ladies, that it is with difficulty the parties can
find standing-room.

The people on the ground are so closely wedged together along
the margins of the course, that one mizht as soon hope to make
his way through a stone erection as to force through them. On
the outside are donkeys without number, some of them with and
others without carts, but all are there with the view of being, in
;some way or other, turned to profitable account. Many of them draw
fruit, gingerbread, and other eatables to the stand ; while others carry
the materials out of which stalls of various kinds and for various pur-
poses are constructed. The € show’ party muster strong, There is
not a sight on earth vou eould wish to see which you m

ay not sce
here ; or rather which the showmen do not

assure you is to be
seen.  Prodigies of naturc are so numicrous, that one could have

had no ilea before, that she had ever made so many,

1

even had ail
been collected from the time of Adam downwards, and from all

parts of the world.  As for legerdenain tricks, there is literally no

end to them. The conjnrers do so much, and promise such a

great deal more, that one is surprised they cannot, by some slicht

of hand expedient, convert the stones or the grass under their foet
ijnto money, and by thus enriching themselves at once, do away
[ . . . . :
lthh all fature necessity of asking the public to pay for their exhj-

bitions. In the theatricn! world, areat things are always done at
Epsom on the Derby day.  Macheth, or anything else you pleasc,
either in the tragic or comic department of the drama, will be
{performed before your wondering eyes in
And sce the actors and the actresses 1 the
Did any onc ever witness anything half

idid.  Then sec a great many small

about five minutes’ time.
scenes and the dresses !
so theztrical? I never

tables, of very plain appeat-
ance, scattered about you in all dircctions ; and see those tables,

surrounded by twelve or fifteen persons.

Don’t these persons
look very simple like 2 o you not furcy you see stupidity in

their countenances ? They ore very simple ond stupid, for they are
playing at the game called thimble-rigging, and the rogues who are
the owners of the tables are vietimising them

5 in other words, are
cheating them of their money with astonishing expedition. Those

large tents you sce here and there, and everywhere, are so many

portable hells or gainbling places, in which the work of plunder is

;only a pity that the blessed delusion does not last a little loxger.

going on at a fearful rate. Thousands are on the eve of rain b’




