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?HE OHUSOH GUARDIAN,

Deosuexa 3. 180, §

DIOCESE OF RUPERT’S LAND.

The Bishop of Rupert’s Land in his address
to his Synod at last meeting gave some inter
eating partioulars, which we reproduce He
gaid :

[ We reprint the first part of address. owing to
mishap in arranging matter in last issue ]

I am happy to be able to congratulate you to
dayon a greatly improved condition of the

country. Though the harvest will not from
various causes by any meansgive all the result,
of which there was at one time such a splendid
promise, yet there will be a large return over
8 grest part of the province. The most serious
loss is from bhail in Southern Manitoba. Oar
missions at Melisa, Deloraine, Killarney, Bois
sevain, Olearwater, Maniton and Swan Lske all
guffered severely. A recogaition of the brighbt
prospeots before industrions settlers in this land
bas given again a confidexce to the possessors
of cspital. Land, which for years has been
more or less unsaleable from the want of par-
ohasers, has once more recovered an appreciable
value. Not only as citizens, but a8 Churchmen
we cannot be too grateful for this change, for
the dispersion of the immigrants coming to the
country still continues, The ares of settlement
is ever widening, whilein most districts the
pcpulation remains very sparge. There is from
this a constant demand for the opening of new
Migsions, Yet the older Missions are not suffi-
ciently rtrengthened to do with much Jess help.
Few ot our Missions bave in any one distriot
more than a compsratively small number of
families and adherents. Even in the little
towns there is frequently only a discouraging
number of &t least active and contribnting
members, yet all these Missions involve an
enormons smount of trouble, both in taking
gervices and visiting, Ttey are properly mea-
sured, not by acres, but by equare miles, They
consist mot of farms, but of townships, eaoh
containing over 20,300 scres. To minister at
sll adequately to our scaltered people wa re—
quire s force of Missionaries saltogether out of
proportion to our numbers, What are we to
do? Must we leave cur roattered families,
becaure few, to the ministrations of other bodies
of Christians, whoes numbers are often not
greater than our own? Or are we to exert
ourselves that our Church may do its part
worthily in this couniry, and our people may
bave, s far as poesible, the services they prefer
and erjoy ! The answer to this must be largely
with vur people themselves To what degree
of self suorifice do they prefer and epjyy the
gervices of the Churoh ? Neither the Bishop
nor the Church can farnish money on demand.
We are under the deepest obligation to English
Bocieties. But looking at the wide field of theix
operations we osnnot depend on larger help
from them, Experience tells us that we can
look for little from Hastern Canada, unless we
are able and have leave from the Bishop to
send a sufficiontly qualified ard energetic re-
preseniative to plead for us, Canon O'Meara
kindly went last yesr and was emicently suo.
cesgful in tho few weeks at his command. We
fool very grateful to those who responded so
kindly to his appeal, It is clear thas there are
many Wwilling bearts in Canada, if we could bat
reach them with our story. But straitened as
we are for men and over burdened with work,
ihe sending of such a representutive is not an
easy condition, and I am not sure whether we
shall be allowed to continue and complete
Canon O'Meara's effort. The Canadian Board
of Miesions is, indeed, this year inviting the
Bishop's of our provinces or their representa-
tives, but not to solicit funds for their own
diocese, but 10 awalkien s wider missionary spirit
80 a8 to increage the general fands of the Board,
But, brethren, whatever we may receive from
outside, thetime has come when we must look
more rescintely at what we can do for ourselves,

It must be the ooncern of each of us to make

our mission fands go as far as possiblo, A miss-
ion must never regard agrant from those funds
ag & means of saving itself, Soch a grant
simply supplies what the Church considers
beyond the means of the mission. The
travelling expenses inourred iu supplying va-
oancies are s very heavy charge on our funds,
In most cases they shomld be entirely met by
the missions supplied, and there muat be an
honest and honorable endeavor to do with as
small a grant 48 possible—not to look on the
grant 8s & perquisite—a payment to be selfishly
claimed 88 & right, bat 88 & benefsotion to be
tbankfully reccived, while roally needed ; but
to be more thankfully done without a8 s0cu 88
poesible. I:is written, ‘Itis more blessed to
give than to receive.’ The experionce of all the
Churches iestifies most elcquently to uhe trath
of this. There is nsually far more unselfishness
—far more spiritual love—far more united
effort—far more loyalty to the Church in a
giving than a receiving perish. The contribo-
tions to the home mission fund, instead of
iLoressing, bave rather fallen off in the past
year, and this is not swprising. The organiz-
ation recommended by the Synod is sot
introdaced into our missions. Asacciations in
aid of the home mission fand sre not formed,
Supscriptions to it are not asked] We have
gone through & period of trial in the coantry
when perhaps it was well not to push organiz-
ation, but things have now settied down. It
should be our aim and awmbition that cvery
member of the Church should be & coniributor
to the mission fund, Let us not think little of
gmall contributions., It is through such that &
great deal of the Liord’s work is dore. I hope
there will be an earnest effort to-begin our new
Church year well with liberal offerings to the
mission fand on the day of Thanksgiving. Bat
&t this moment our pressing difficully is

WANT OF MEN,

We have (o deplore the resignation of several
of our clergy from loss of health,and of several
others from other ocauses. As they get alder
thsy find the heavy travelling on our missions
very wearing. We havealso had to regret the
sbsence of our senior Archdeacon Fortin, We
wmiss him in many ways. I rejoice to eay his
letters are encouraging, We trust he will re~
ture in restored health and vigor. When a
number of vacancies come together on us the
isolation of our position causes great diffculty
and must do 8o till we have more clergymen in
several of our parishes than the inoumbent. An
it is, the supplying of all vacancies is thrown
on the College and Cathedral staff. And with
the heavy work sll the week, both in theology
and arts, thero is at times, as at present,
almost an unbearable burden thrown upon the
plergy snd sindents on that staff. The
Cathedral clergy are thus ubable to do that
helpful work in the diccese in visiting and ep-
couraging their brethren and their purishes
that « hope for from them, and that the dicoese
would gladly welcome, Ipstead of that they
have the drudgery of filling up every gap, that
bursis out in onr work. Last sammer our
missions wero well supplied with clergymen
or students, and I trusted that the time
had come for utilizing the Cathedral clergy in
& more salisfactory way. A deacon in charge
of & mission placed under a neighboring priest
can hardly at present ever receive the Holy
Communion with his people or in fast at all,
An sirangement was, therefore, suggested that
would put one of the Canons in tonch with a
section of the sountry in which he would take
charge of any missicn under & deacon, and
from time to time give the Hoiy Com munion,
Canon O'Meara was thought of for Soathern
Maritoba, Canon Matheson ior Northwest Mani.
toba, and Canon Coombes for Ceontral Manitobs,
But the vacancies that have occurred bave, for
the present, to a great degree, prevented the
ocarrying out of the plan. We are in great nead
of six or seven olergymen, How heartily we
would welcome earnest, faithful and gensible

men, acceptable to our people, especially if
coming for the work’ssake! Qur missions

ARE IADEED AaDUOODS

and their oiroumstauces at present sre often
the reverse of comfortable, but a few years will
chenge much f this, The difficalty of filling
Miesicns with effective men should make our
parishes and missione very eonsiderate in their
treatment of their clergy and anxious to make
their position more assured and comfortable.
Some missioee have declined to"enter into any
engagements or to give & guarauntee. If the
guarantea wore for life, there might bs some
scrupie sbout it; but, a8 it is only for & year,
st reems hardly honorable or fair to the clergy-
msn lo decliae this seourity Bat the orying
wsint in 60 many missions i3 the want of a
fitting residence. The majority of the clergy
of our Church are married men ard we believe
that this is. well, Bat innot & few of our mie—
siona it is very hard for even an nnmarried man
to get lodgings, where he can have any privacy
for seeing hie people snd avy qolet after his
laborirus work acrd travel, for rest orfor oppor-
tbnity for sludy. 1t is a great pleasure to seeso

MANY OSUROCHE3 BISING UP

to the glory of God over the country. . Singe
our Isst Synod churches bave been opened for
Divine gervice at Clearwater, Neepawa, Russoll,
Boissevain, Oak Laske, and Maringhursi, aod
chancels have been added to the churohes at
Rat Portage ard Birtle, Buat I am anxious to
see moro parsonsges riging up. I often see the
Presbyterian manse or the Methodist minister's
house mear their ohurches, but too reldom the
ohurch parsonage. I desire to impress on
those parishes and missions that have no par-
sonage, the necessity of taking steps without
delay to provide ome, Litst year we opened
the missions of Mefita and Miami and Qarman,
and supplied several other new missions
temporarily. As soon 88 we can_find the
clergymen, we must divide tho missions of
Clearwater and Rounthwaijte and to establish
migsions at Swau Liake, McGregor, and between
Bradwardine snd Birtle, I desire to express
our de~p gratitude to Wyeliffe College, and oar
sppreciation of the mission spirit that animates
ita members, They supply the grant for the
pew mission, Miami. Thoy also sent us the
missionary. The College will be glad to hear
that the mission is promising well. St. George’s
Churoh, Ottawa, has continued its kind part to
the Rounthwaite miesion; but the future is un.
certain by probable congregational expenses,
There has been little change in

OUR INDIAN MIS2IONS,

I paid amost delightful visit last January to
the mission of Fort Alexander, holding Con-
firmations at Fort Alexsnder aud Black River,
Everything was most satisfactory, Between
Easter, 1889, and Easter, 1890, I confirmed in
the various Indian missions 300 Indians—being
about a3 many as in &l my numerous Con-
frmations through the towns and settlements
of the province, Thisshows the importance of
onr Indisn work. The Rainy River mission is
the only one in an unsatisfactory condition,
For years we have been prevented from erect-
ing permsnent central buildings and placing
the mission on & proper footing by our being
unable to seoure & legal title to the land we oo
cupy.

We began the Mission before the reserves
were seleoted, Bat the Governmen! agents,
contrary to all precedent and ussge, ignored
our prezence and by bringing two large reserves
up to our buildings, one on each side, crovyc;ed
it out. We have, however, hold oar position
with temporary buildings. Until lately the
gettlement of the question was put ofl by the
contention between the Dominion and Oatario
Governments, And up to the present we have
ot received from the Dominion Government i0
whom these things are sssigned the help which
we think we are entitled to for the removal of
the difficulty in which we have heen placed,



