116

e Pt %

@@)@ @{‘jm@@@o

Poctry.
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These were redeemed from among men, being the first-fruits
wnto God andto the Lamb,— ReveratioNs, xiv. 4.
Say, ve celestial guards, who wait
In Bethlehem, round the Saviour's palace gate,
Say, who are these on golden wings,
That hover o’cr the new-born King of kings,
Their palms and garlands telling p‘nm
That they are of the glorious martyr train,
Next to vaurselves ordain’d to praise
His name, and brighten as on Ilin they gaze?

But where their spoils and trophies ? where
The glorious dint n martyr's shicld should bear?
How chance no check amorng them wears

The deep wern trace of pemtcmml tears,
But all is bright and smiling love,

As il, fresh-borne from Lden s happy grove,
They bad flown here, their King to sce,

Nor ever had been heirs of dark mortuhty ?

Ask, and some angel will reply,
“These, tike vounvlvcs. were born to sin and die,
*But ere the poison root was grown,
*God set his seal, and mark'd them for his own.
“Baptiz'd in blood for Jesus® sake,
*Now underneath the cross their bed they make,
“Not to be sear’d from that sure rest
*By frighten'd wother’s shrick, or warrior’s waving crest.”

Mindful of these, the first-fruits sweet

Borna by the sulferfug Church her Lord to greet;
Bless'd Jesus ever lov'd to teace

The “innocent lmglnmcss” of an infant's face.
He rais'd them in his holy arms,

He bless’d them from the world and all its harms :
Heirs though they were of sin and shame,

He bless’d them in his own and in his Father’s name.

Then, as cach fond uwnconscious child
On 1)’ everlasting Parent sweetly smil'd,
(Like infants sporting on the shore,
That tremble not at Ocean's boundless roar,)
Were they not present to thy thought,
All souls, that in their eradles thou hast bought ?
But chwlly these, who died for Thee,
That thou might'st live for them a sadder death to see.

And next to these, thy gracious word
Was as a pledye of henediction, stor'd
For Cliristian mothers, while they moan
Their treasur’d hopes, just born, baptiz'd, and gone.
Obh joy for Rachel's broken heart |
8hie and her babes shall meet no more to part;
So dear to Christ her pious hasto
To trust tbcm in his arms, for ever safe embrac'd.

She dnres not grudge to leave them there,
Where to behold them was her heart’s first prayer,
She dares not grieve—Dbut she must weep,
As her pale placid martyr sinks to slecp,
Teaching g0 well and silently
How, nt the Shepherd's eall the lamb should die:
Haw happicer far than life the end
Of souls that infunt-like beneath their burden biend.
( Kebie's Christian Veur.)

CITURCH CALENDAR.
Dee. 3l.—Sunday alter Christmas.

1838.
Jan. l.—Circumcision.
6.— Epiphany.
7.— First Sunday after Epiphany,
o 14.=Second do. . do.
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.BY CUARLOTTE ELIZABETU,

No, VIII..
“LOST TIME,

Tt is a hackneyed subject, but one of such growing importance
In the history of ‘each individual, ihat too much stress can hardly
belaid on it. The simple fuct of a past hour being-wholly irie-
covernble, would alons stamp it with awful interest ; but when
to this is added the equally certain truch, that it has not passed
unremurked or unrecorded by the Most: High, und that what is

‘ 'our loss, iz also our theft, a robbary committed against im,—
wc ‘may well mourn the past, and watch unto prayer for a right

use of the future.

Time-losers form a very considerable majority in the upper
‘classes of society, and no small proportion even among those on
whose duily labour their daily bread depends.  The former, by
Jate rising, by lingering at the toilet and over the breakfast and
dinner-1able, squunder so many hours, that they moy almost be
snid not to live out balf theiv days such inaction being unworthy
the name of life. When to this is added the fnvolous employ-
ments of what are termed morning culls, the needless lounging
in shops, and the uucrly uscless occupation of writing letters full
_of gossip and cgotism, it is fearful to calculate the amount of this
robbery. The humbler sort of people appenr, on a comparison
with these, to pass a life of incessant labour; but they too are
chargeable with much sinful waste of what they are equully
_bound to improve, ‘though hsppily exempt from many of the
, temptations that assail others.” Are wo, then, 'to stigmatise as
 eriminal the occasional relaxation of mind and body, that expe-
tience shews is necessary to the health of both? By no means :
we do wrong when nc«'lccung to ensure it to oursclves, and to
" those undor our nulhoruy, or within our influence, Rest and re-
creation, 0o, are among the blessings provided for us, and which
- ave have no right to rcject.  Unbelief alone can lead us to sa-
crifice them 1o an aver-anxious care for the morrow’s supply ;
and 1 do not consndet the time so spent as being lust, any more
- than the moments which the mechanic sets apart for sharpening
- the tools necessar y to his cspncml work, is lost to him. Deduct
from oll vnewmployed hours a fair proportion for suob rest and

refreshment, and aceount ouly fur the remaindor,—it will prove |

a.formiduble arrear,.

<% f.am>nlways cmplayed in one way or anothcr,n istho - ro-
mark froquently heard fiom Lusy idlers, who fancy that; 80 long
as their bodies are not stretched on a couch, or their haiids foldeg
beforo them, they may be said to bs up and doing. But what is

to be employed 7 Johnson defines the word “business, object
of labour.,” We have, therefore, only to inquire, what is men’s
business in the world? what is the object pointed out to them as
most worthy to be laboured for 7 If they be of the Israel of God,
the answer is given by him, “ This people have Iformed for
myself, that they may shew forth my praise.’> If they be not of
that Israel, O how awfully startling is the ery of every squan-
dered tour, while they linger unmindful of the thrilling call,
“ Escape for thy life; flee to the mountain ”  That is lost time
in which the follower of Christ does nothing to glorify his Mas-
ter; and fhat is lost time, involving a lost eternity too, wherein
the soul, that bas not yet found peace through the blood of the
cross, does nothing towards secking and finding it. That the
angels of God take a lively interest in the concerns of our wor}d,
is unequivocally shewn in Scripture; and often do [ think with
what wonder and indignation these heavenly creatures, who, for
ages that we cannol number, have been serving the Lord day
and night, with an eternity of such joyous service still before
them, must look on man, Limited, at the utmost siretch of his
mortal existence, toa few fleeting years, to work out his own
salvation and to glorify God, who works in him both to will and
to do, man, who migh: be expected to number his moments as a
miser numbers his golden pieces when compelled (o dcal them
out, wiil fling away hours, days, months, years, as though he too
had an eternity in possession, with no object but to gratify his
own capricious will, Surely these two words, Lost Timg, will
be found engraven on :he gates of hell,

Whatis the remedy 7 For the past, none, save in the cleans:
ing stream of a Saviour’s blood, washing out the sin. For the
present and future, “looking unto Jesus” in a threefold light, is
the remedy. Lock to him as an example; watch his course,
when on earth, going about doing good; speaking words of hea-
venly truth, warning, invitation, consolation, to all around; find-
ing it meat and drink to do the will of his Father. Look to him
as able to supply all your need, to overcome your besetting sin,
to strengthen and cheer you in the struggling race. Look to him
os the end and ebject of that race; as the great arbiter, holding
forth the crown of life, not so much as a reward for the victor’s
exertion, as the free gift of his own grace, the purchase of his
meris, the token of a love for which the devotion of our every
energy, feeling, word, and thought to his service, isso poor and
mean an acknowledgement, that the same mercy which impels
him to confer the boor, can alone induce a reception of our praisec-
ful thanksgivings.

TIHIE REWARD OF DISOBEDIENCE.

“Yt blew a tremendous galelast night,” exclaimed Mr. Thomp-
son to his son, as he entered the breakfast-room; “I fear we
shall hear it has done great damage te the shipping.”

“ Thomas has just told we,” replied Lewis, * that therc are
two brigs on the sands near the Goodwin light; and only think
papa, the large vessel that sailed with the evening tide is totally
wrecked. She, too, was dviven on the sands, but succeeded in
getting off : however, she was so much injured, that before she
could put back again into the harbour, she wentto pieces, and
almost all on board perished.”” *“Put on your hat,” said Mr.
Thompson, “and we will walk to the pier; we shall be back be-
fore your mamma is ready for breakfast.”  Lewis readily obeyed
—not-that it was his usual custom to do so, for, like many other
lirle boys, he was very headstrong, and preferred his own gra-
tification to complying with the wishes of his parents; but curi-
osity now prompted him, and he eagerly accompanied his father.

They soon beheld a dreadful spectacle. The sea was still ogi-
tated in a (rightful manner, and the wind continued to blow very
strongly. All was bustle and anxiety among the sailors and
fishermen, and the bodies of several persons lay extended on the
pier-head, Lewis shuddered. * Oh, pray let us go back !’ he
exclaimed; but before his father'could. make any reply, the at-
tention of both was attracted by the piercing lamentations of a
poor woman, who was kneeling by the side of a boy apparently
about twelve years old, and wringing her hands in an agony of
distress: - % Oh Ned, Ned,” she sobbed, “and is it come to this!
Oh, he wonld always havc hisown way ;*’ an expression which
she repeated several times. . Mr. Thompson turned to one of the
spectators, and asked the cause of her words.

“ Why, your honour,” .replied the fisherman whom he. ad.
dressed, * that poor boy who lies there, Lord have mercy on him,
was always a sad wilful lad; he was very anxious te go 1o ses,
but neither his father nor. mother were willing, for he was their
only child, and not very strong. All they said, however, was of
no use——nay, perhaps, it made him .still more determined to
have his own way ; so last night, while his father was gone oul
with the mackerel boats, he got on board the Resolution, and
sailed before any one knew any thing about the matter. His
mother was looking for him the whole of the night, almost wild
with distress : his dead body hus just been haulcd up wnh (hose
other poor fellows,” -

% Dreadful 1" murmured Mr. Thompson. Unable to endure
the scene longer, Lewis grasped his father’s hand and drew him
away. Hedid not attempt 10 speak a single word as they walk-

.ed home; and when. seated at the breakfast-table, his looks

shewed so much distress that his mother anxiously inquired if

table, threw his arms around her neck, and for some minutes
wept violently : * Oh, mamma,” at lenglh he cried, T have seen
such a sight—1I have heard such cries—Oh, I shail never for-
get them ! forgive me for being so naughty and obstinate as |
havo often been, and never, never, I think, will 1 disobey you
again.” Mrs. Thompscn looked at her husband for an explanu-
tion, which he in n few words gave her,

“thus has God (houglu fit to punish this breach of hls holy com:
mandment, which enJoms us to ‘Honour thy father and thy mo.

ther, that thy days may be long in the land’ The sea, at His
word, has opcned her ‘'mouth, and swallowed up the dlsoLedlem
child, alimost  in slght ‘of his home; ard made his fate an awful
warning to all who, hka hlm, are lempted 10 forgel ihe, great | and
sacred duty they owe to thelr purenls.”-—'-Naumal School Mis-.

cellany. .

'

he were well. Lewis returned no answer, but, rising from the |

" Tbus’ snid be, a3 he’ concluded his dnstressmo nnrrauve

DR. HACKET.

Dr. Hacket, the Ezra of his age, was born in 1392.- In lho
year 1640, he was appointed one ef the committee for settling the .
peace of the Church. His admirable speech concluded- with -
these prophetic words : “Upon theruins of the rewards of learn- -
ing no structure can be raised vp but ignorance ; and upon the .
chaos of ignorance, no structure can be built but profaneness and -
confusion.” Dr, Hacket suffered imprisonment; his zeal for.the -
honour of God, and his love for the Church of God, brought down
this evil upon him. Although subjected to heavy penalties dur- -
ing these barbarous and bloody times, he continued to read - the
service in his parish church of St. Andrew’s, Holborne, One:
day, while on his knees, like a second Duniel with the lions in-
view, a sergeant with a body of soldiers entered the church, and:
threatened him with instant death if he did not leave off.” * Sol.:
diers,” said this intrepid soldier ard servant of a higher and bet. :
ter Master, “l am doing my duty, do you do yours!? and with -
a louder and ficmer voice continued the service; thus, in the lan.-
guage of the Psalmist, “macde he even his enemies to be at peace:
wiih him ;” for the soldiers, awed by bhis fortitude, left him to-
finish the service. Dr. Hacket was appointed to the bishoprie..
of Lichfield in 1661.

SPIRITUAL FoOD. _ B

Two friends, living in the country, met together at the villags -
church, a litile way from their dwelling, “ What is the use of -
going to church so ofien,’ said the younger to his companion, -
“ since we always hear nearly the same thing 1’ “ What s
the use,” replied the other, “of taking your meals so regularly E
every day, since they are composed of nearly the same dishes 1"
“The cases are very different. Inmust eat 10 nourish my body,
which would otherwise perish.” * Not so different as you.sup-
pose ; for what food is to the body, the exercises of worship are:
to the soul; and spiritual life will languish i we cease io supsy
port it by the means which God has graciously given uvs.”'<
“But how happens it,” sbys the younger, -“that all men -have;
rrot the same relish for these exercises as they have for their food?’
“ You mistake again,” replied kis friend: * cll men, it is ‘true,.
receive their food with pleasure when fhey are in kealth ; but;
when they are sick, focd becomes not merely tasteless- but dis
gusting. Itis the same with the soul : that is in health:while:
it has peace with God through the redemption that is.in” Chris
Jesus our Lord: then it desires the exercises of- religion ; it.en
joys them, and cannot consent to omit them. It is sick when it.i
hardened in sin: it has then no appetite for ‘spiritual food; i
avoids opportunities of recciving it. The sanctification. of th
Sabbath is a burden, and the conversation of :Christians is:un
pleasant. The resemblance goes further still; for a-sickness:
the body, if not cured by medicine, ends in death, so also the: cor.
ruption of the soul—that discase with which all men are® lnfec
ted ends, unless God heals it, in spiritual and eternaj death, lha
is, in the exclusion of the soul fram the presence of its God,”

LIBERALITY. R
There is no one of the current terms of the day, agnmst wh

mis-use in argument we should be more. vigilant, lhan lhe word,

lzbemhlg/ Itis a most scducnve word, bccausc it seems -¢on

in their senumenls and acts, “betray” Christ, that we cannol;b
too suspicious of its applicalion. ll is the candour whnch ls foun d
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