CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS

THE GREAT FIRE IN CHICAGO. .

Sixce the great fire in London in 1666, svhen five sixths
of the English metropolis was consumedaud two hundred
thousand people rendered houseless, there has been no
conilagration in modern times to equal that of Chicago.
The London tire swept over a district of some four hun-
dred and thirty acres, that of Chicugo has overrun an
area nearly four miles in length, and from one to one
and a-half in breadth. yet it does not appear to have
unhoused so many people az did the great fire in London,
the largest number mentioned as baving been turned
shelterless upon the streets of Chicago being eéstimated
at one hundred and ifty thousand.  The calamity is not
only startling in its magnitude, but was doubly starding
in its mpidity and its attendant horrors. Withiu a period
of four-and-twenty hours the north and the south divi-
sions of the city, with s small portion of the west, were
completely overrun with the flames.  The fire in
tury spared nothing, the very wooden pavemsent

its mad
hecont-
ing a prev to its insatiable appetite, and it only became
exhau~ted when it had nothing more to feed upon. A
kindly falt of sted its extinetion atnd gladdencd
the hearts of the terror-stricken people wha looked on
powerless at what they doubtless anticipated was to be
the utter destruction of their much beloved Queen City
of the Weast,

rain

Language cannot describe the agony, the
terror. the sutferings and privations caused by this ter
rible ealimity: but in the very midst of their mitery the
people of Chieago were cheered by kind words of syo.-
teithy and substantial means of reliet’ from other cities.
The telegraph haid scarcely thashed the dreadful news
across the Coutinent ere relief committess were at work,
and within foreyv-eizlit hours it was announced that con-
ributions in money from the various cities m the United
had far million dollars,
still rapidly inereasing, while throughowt

States exceeded a and were
Canada the
peoaple were equally prompt according 1o their meuns:
awet in London, Liverpool, and in several cities on the
Eurapean Comiinent. action had also been taken within
the same short time, What a blessing is the Telegraph!
How many thousands of lives will it not be the means of
saving even in this calamity alone ! Immense quantities
of elothing and provisions wers also forwarded both from
Canadda and ditferent parts of the Umited States, thereby
relieving the Immediate misery within a coupie of days
of the dire oceurrence that caused it. The generosity
evoked by this awlnl catastrophe is the only bright side
to the terrible - pilinrof fire” thet illuminated the waters

of Luke Michigan on the

night of the &th and mourning of
the Qth October, and will be gratefully remembured
hereatrer as evidence of the kindly feeling existing be.
tween the people of different countries.

Below we give, under thelr respective heudings, some
details concerning the conflagration, the property and
public buildings destroyed, the extent of the devastution,
&c., in comprehiending which our readers will be much
assisted by the map and several illustrations which we
print elsewhere :

THE MAPF OF CHICAGD.

It will be noticed by the map that the Chicago river, with
its northern and southern beanches, makes three natural divi-
sions of the eity @ the north divisicu, bounded on the west
by the north branch, and on the south by the maiu stream |
the south division, bounded on the novth by the main stream,
and on the west by the =outh branch ;) and the western divi-
sion, comprixing ail that portion of the city lying west of the
north and south bragches, which mect each othivr {n an als
miost straight ine to form the river which runs throuch the
heart of the city and ciapties into Lake Mickizan, Al the
uusiness portion of Chicago was comprised in the north and
south divisions, where the wharves, clevators, mailway depits,
&, were situated, and the heart of the busitess part may be
suficiently indicated Ly saying that it was at the northern
end of the south division.  If Montreal were consuuned  from
the river front back to Cralg street, and trom Uppor Victoria
Sqaare to Bleury street and back to Dorchiester—the fotter
rrf,mzwing the destruction in the west division—its condi-

tion uld be as npearly as possible like that of Chicago
after the fire.  This illustration will convey to many

of our readers a more exact conseption of the extent
of the destruction than any minute description of streets
and avepues with which they are unfamiliar.  TIn the
map which we publish the burat district is shaded, as ace
curately as the telegraphic descriptions could guide us, and
though the district is small 1n extent compared with the
whole amount of territory embraced within the city linits,
vet it comnprised the main portivn of the wealth and businesa
activity of Chicago.
THE CONFLAGRATION.

Oun the night of Saturday,; the 7th inst., there had been n
fice in the Western division, on Canal and Clinton Streets, de-
stroying scveral blocks of cheap tenement houses; planing
milly, &o.op but the flames were snbdued by the exertions of
the firemen, after having spread over some twenty acres, The
taotal foss was about five husdred thousand dollars, besides
one woman burned to death. - The fire had been subdued, and

no apprehensions of further damage had been felt, until half-
pait nine o’clock on Sunday night, the #th, when & fire broke
out al the corner of Canal, Port-Avenue and Halsted street in
the south-western part of the city, about one mile ‘and a half
from- the Court House Squere, and  half 4 mile south of the
fire of the provious might, B

As this was an extensive pork packing and lumber district;
and the wind was blowing . so strong directly towards the
Court House Square and centre of the city, the devouring
element soon got beyond the vontrol of the firemen, who were
promptly on the spot and battled heroically with it, but were
obliged to retreat from square to square rapidly. 1o less than
one hour the flames had spread over half & mile, wnd crossed

the canal into the extensive lumber and storchouses near Polk

street,  Here the fdames spread with fearful rapidity, and the
wind increasing with the Hames, threatened the destraction
of the entire vity. as all dorts of every fire-engine of the city
were powerless,  The water thrown on the tlames 2eemed only
to add to their fury, By this time the strects buenme blocked
with thousands fdeving before the fiery element, unable tosave
anything ; and vast numbers with bare feet aud nothing but
night-clothes on, Glling the air with cries and wallings for
children and Triends burnt in the flames, The siery fiend
spread rapidly over the southern part of the city, and by half-
past one o'clock the new Court House and the imunease blocks
of marble buildings strrounding it on the west and south
sides, including the Chamber of Commree, were viie mass of
flawes.  Here the svene presented was the most ascful that
traagination can picture. The unfortuuate inbabitants of over
s square mile of the most densely populated part of the eity,
over which the fre had pussed, were rushing in every direction
in a frenzied state of bewilderment,  Ina fow moments the
roofs of the Court House, Chamber of Covnmeres, Merchiants'
Tnsurance building, and Coolbagh's Bank, fell in with a fear-
ful coash, Here an attempt was made to stop the progress of
the flames by blowing up some of the large buildings with
gunpowder,  Five kegs were exploded in Coolbaglds Dauk,
but the shattered debris of the wreek anly added fury to the
tlames,  The scenes preseted  here wern terrible, and it was
now evident that the entire city was doomed to destruction.
The fames rushied on with drresistible force awd appeared ke
A huge monster of fome and swoke over a mile and a baly
Tong, with a head on Court House Sqnare. Here hage ffumes
wonld feap up among the clouds of simeke iHomindiog the
whole ¢ity ws in noon-day for mites aroumd.  Presently from
stehien gusts of wind they would dart dowa along the groand
and alotg the walls of adjacent buildings, which weuld tin-
mediately burst ouat in ttune. The Sherman Honse, on the
north stde of the Court House Squere, next caught tire, the
: s rushing out throngh the doors, or jnmping thewgh the
windows, in every direction, many escaping without their
clothing,  Nothing whatever was saved, and it 1= not known
how many persons way bave perished there and dn the im-
meense baildives surrvanding as no one contd go within a aihbe:
of the blevk,  Frow there the flames raphdly advanead to
Lake street) burning the Tremont House, and eyvery building
on Lake and Water streets 1o the Centmd Rablroad De-pot and
Itlinois Central BElevatar, The whole southern part of the
city) from where the fire crossed the cual st Polk street to
the Coart House Square, and from there to the [Hinois Central
Railroad Depot, overa mile and a badf in leogth, and {rom
the caual to the like shote, one mile wide, was atie solid tinss
ot fame, This comprisis the wealthy and husiness pare of
the vity, containing the Court House, Palmer Honse and the
iminectsc new Pacisio Hetel, Mictdgas, Soathern and Hineis
Hodlroad depots, all the leading banks of the city ] the Fribesr,
Tivees, and  all the newspaper offices of the city, Chamber of
Comteres, ail the theatres and public Hbories and hails, all
the wholesale houses und farge retadl houses of the city, and
the rich agd fashionable residunices o Wabash and Michigan
Avenues, as furas Harrizon street, one mile from the cunall
Everything ts absplately lost over this vast wrea of osic mile
and a half long and one mite wide of the very heart of the
city.  Noteven a wall or chimney remains stouding as far «s
thee ove cun petietate frem the oatsivde. Frowm the immense
clevators and starchonses along the: cnnal the Bames shot
Actoss to the north side, burning all the vossels amd cansd-boats
ia the canad, and rapbdly spread over the nosth side, Here the
extent burut over is much greater than on the south sidy, the
whole nonthern division of the ity having been conaumed
from the main river northwands G the suburbs, as far as Lin-
codn Park. The svenes bafi-d adl deseription. Thousanids of
prople rushed abont frntically wmouuing and velling over the
loss of dewr friends, fo o state of the wildest ceusternation,

By threv ¢'clock on Tuesday morning there was a latl in
the windy a heavy shower of rain feil and the destrieting of
the city stopped, leaving a fringe of inconsiderablbe proper-
tions on the south side and s large part of thye western divie
sion of the city unbarmed, but otherwize making Chicago a
mass of charred and blackened rains, and with, iCis sapposed,
not less than five hundred people burnt in the Manes,

AN IHATORICAL QEMINISUEXCE.

It reads Hke a romance that this magriticent coestion of
western ¢uterprise shonld be but as of yesterday ;) vet, young
men are living who were boru years before Chicago had auy
title 1o be valled a city, In 1673 five Frenchmen, under the
teadurship of Louis Jolint, sut out from Canada for the purpose:
of discovering the source of the Mississippl river.  Poes
Jacgnes Muognette, s famouns Jesuit Privest, whose memory has
bren porpetunted by giving iy name to an euterprising Ame-
rican town on the South Shore of Lake Superior, accompanivd
the party, as & missionary amoung the Indinn trives,  On therr
retura they cawme npon a smwall steenns which the natives called

Chicagon. Thiy iz the first record of the river whose northern
“and southern banks were desolated by the recent fire.  About
a cepntury and a quarter later, that is; fn 1795, the United

States acquired several téncts of land from the Indians, among
which wasa parcel “six miles square at the mouth of the
Chivago river,” which then entered the Juke about balf o mils
sonth of its present-channel,  The first white sottler was
Joseph Kinzie, whocrossed the lake from St Joseph-Michigan,
in' 1864, Chicago then became an Indinn tading post, nud
for & time consisted of five houses.  The Tndisu tribes who
cecupivd the neighbouring country were the Potawatomies,
the Miamieg, the Winnebagoes, the Suuks nnd Foxes, und the
Kickapoos,. O the 15th-Augast, 1912, thers wi a fearful
Indian massacre, the record of which gives the nannl charic-
teristic tings to the varly history of western settlements. - The
fort was destroyed and the white settlers killed or dispersed,
Four. years later: peace was establishod between the United
States and the Jadiany, a large cession of territory was made
10 the former, and the Chicago fort rebuilt, - I'he new fort wad:
occupied by U. 8. troops for. seven yeas, after whicli it was
left to the care of the Indinn agent, until 1828, when a fresh
magsucre wag threatened by the Winnebagoed, und a new de-
tachment of regular troops again resumued pcm;u:»ﬁim),‘ In 1832
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it was under the command of Gen! Scott, and
the Indians having removed further west, the
any need for its military occupation,

To give an idea of the rapid progress of Chicago, it §
necessary to meution that in 18305t had but twelve ; :
nnd three suburban: residenees o Madison Street “.AP“;'"
population of about oue hundred souls, On the 10th of Al:‘-h ,
1833, the town was first orgunised by the election (,(L'f“
trusteen s on the 4th of March, 1837, it wis incorporate ",h
city ; and on the 18t of May of the wime year the fipg o
cipal clection wag held. Two months Inter the
cenans was taken, aud Chieago had then a populati
within thirty-four years its population had swilled toover gy
hnudred thousand! “In 1340 it was but a meve taulin, "
un the extreme Indian frontier, now it is the ce
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the largest trades, and of the most  extensive il
system in the waorld,  The aggregate length of the ‘.m”“{‘
{ e

Lines of railway radiating from it ix over vight thousaud g, .
Iw addition to this immense facility for land transport (?hi.'-'“'
atands at the head of the most magnificent system ,:.(‘ih;v.”i
navigation to be found on the globe, and its hhimnvm: ;d
Liverpool alone for the sedson of 67-68 smounted m’,;.\'u’,:
tons.  The shore line of the lakes, whose trade i, tar ,
tributary to Chicago enterprise, is over six thousapd mil.-:
while the united arci of these {nland seas abiout eqnat U;ntvv;i
the Mediterrmnean, and the whole Tine of coust | i tadig e nﬂ»
St Lawwrenee, is of conrse immuensely greater,  In ;;;.-,:uf’
whele prain trade of Chicagn was represented by 731,y “
B0 yeuTa Fater, in 1565, it Lad rvisen to 37, STANE Bahiels of
wisin and 1 321,265 barrels of dour received ! Pl ;m.ﬂ,;mz
trade of the city bogan in 1835, and Hke that of ;:mqux;:L;
risen to enormons proportions.  In the year named apeg 5o,
tuomsand hogs were packed s while during the scasan of
e, six buandeod and ainetyeoven thousand nine hinndeed and
Gly-tour were packed, and over a million shippaf m-b-‘m
ports. Itisalso the chivf lumbur market for the oo o
the North-Wesy,

AL e present timie it is i!!l]\ilﬁ'h Aot calenhae e it
effects of the fire by whizh su farge 5 portion of this marvl,
tously progressive ity hax been devastated 1 but a4
{rom its past vureer, we sy salely infor that the Jdug
e speadily repaired, and that the wondreus cner
}\A:N;Zviv will seoh restore p:‘ni;hw’il_\‘ and re-vstabliak 1
forier chantiels,
the ctstongin C

Aty

shels

LS

gt HOERITETN
When it is remembered thst 10 foas b L
cage, of recent years, o speted wonasliy frog

i

clght to ten pntlivns of dolars in tew buildinge., that
from BRIV o soventy-dive mitions of dudlaes oh it ds

yearly in real vatate tonsgctions, there can be e
doubting the teeuperative eiergey of the city, Toe g
new buiblings crected in 1668 was aboul <even U
awd the cost in the neighbourthood of fourtein wilion. o
dotlar<, ‘

Lincoly Park, which marks the northiern boutedary of the
fire, i situated at the northeeastern end of the (v, and s
tains alesat twyr hotedned actes, Frontinog as it oo oy ghe
Fahe shore, it s exveadingdy atine tive,
uer, whetr the Lake  oraft wre passing Uooand
in an abmost ubbreken e, Ie Gy about  two il
feom the modn viver,  To e southern division thiers ane two
}..5:‘5\,-', o abaont S acres ated the other

Tov oy by

ey 1 sne

208 acres L eatent,
I the waatern diviston, the muin parCion of which bappily
encapedd i e, there are three packs, thie improvenont of
which is, 0f at Jrast was, until] lately st going on,

SURLIT BUILLINGS.

We give slhustrations of some of the muote important publi
butldings destroyed Ly the fire, Tan Waler “”ul'ka! trown thei
i portant enations, fovared one of the principal of thess,
thuir destrisvion s pechaps the grentest of auy single «
that has bofdlow the ity The Lake tunnel which sy
the ity 3s womarvel of cogineering <kl From the s
shalt, s stxtyeseven feet deed, iU exlends into t
foradistanse of twaomiles Ju s steaigbt Hue at right ang

whiii

shenr, e top and bettomarches being semi-eireies Jas hined
with brick mseonry wight tches thick,  The bottom of the
instde surfacs of the bore at the east end 12 sixtyoedy Te
bhelow water bevel, with o grvlual slope of twe Tt (o
wmide fowards the shore shaft. This gives s odear £l of
feel o permit of s being viaptivd o cse of need-d
The supply vf water from this tunnel s practie
aeowith o hoad of vightecin feet 1t could furnish o
willions of gallans porday, On the 23th Marh, s
watur was eat U into the tunnel to How thvoeaghe the
pipes and bydvants of the oy, and sinee that date
bas onjoved an uulimited supply of very pure wi
whick, however, her fircmen were unable to suinbe the
on the night of the #th iast,
about aomithion of dollnes.

The other buildings which we illustrate, and which to b
fore the progress of the fire nre s The Michigan Soathen o83
Depot, whick was also tsed by the Chicago and Rk Ddand
K. R Co, ansd was sitnated on Van Buren strect, oppusite L
Salle ; the Tremout. Honse on Dearborn street, seaih-oilat ol
ner of Lake street, one of the Jargest and must popaiar hotids
o the city, coataining about thres hundred rootns, all azat
ficently furnished ; and the Chicago Trfun: bailding, on the
corner of Madison and Dearborn strects,  Phe st nated was
regapitbed asa nodel of architectuenl beaaty | covering anara ot
8,712 syuare feet, nnd wag coustencted entivedy of whatare
called sire-proof™ matecials, thongh it succwmbed to the
teusits of the Chiengo fire after several houes' resistatee, e
cost ol the bmliding was 200,000,

ret
ey

Hamies
The cost of the burlding was

TUE TOTAL LOSS,

The loan i< variously estimatmd; but an experienecd Chis
engo merchant hins placed it at $183,000,000.  This, howoever
14 probably an exagisemtion, ag Iarge. quantities of goin wiwh
severnd elevators sipiosed to bave been cousumad were sl
sequently foundd to tnve boen, but. Hutle injured. The loss,
however, is fmmaone, not alone in property, but alsoin humah
Nife, five hnndred persons being supposed ta have perished.
Phe -five altogether wax one of the most disastrous of the
centary 7 but we hopuefully iticipate. that the citizens ot
Chicngo with their wonted vnergy will soon obliterate nany

“of the traces of its ravages nnd restore thelr city to its formet

commercinl netivity, Chey have had at all events s generods

Jmanifestation of the world's sympathy in their dire calnmity.

The diacm;ery has: been made by Cnpmfn Ericsnon that the
heat of the sun ig 4,060,000 degrees of Fahrenheit,




