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mother with great respect:: SO
“« Howmow, Hugh, h:we ) ou ¢come: fm
A truant wife ?”!
: *Indeed; have 1,” answered Tho. “I
guessed how she would take the news:”
Kathlcen clung to his:arni,
¢Ig there anyTlope—'u‘c ‘reall lost 7"
#Tusgh child, nothing is ‘lost! Tord
Cromwell is net here; ’tis rumored he
doth "approach—but 'tis not .certain.
Again, if his troops. come he may. not
be with them in person ;- and, lastly,
what think you, Lord Ormond saith
in a despateh sent - ere. while to the
Governor ?”

“TI cannot divine,” sighed I{athleen,

‘not yet re-assured.

“Ohl! tcll us Hugh,” “cried. Bride
eagerly, “Ormond Lhmmh, is coming
o1 us, :md I should . love fo know ~what
he said.”

“He saith he is well content that
Cromwell should come hither, that the
siege-will detain him so lonfr ‘See we

“are at- the very. end of -\urrust;, winter

will come on apace. He could’ not re-
ducé: this ‘place: under . many - more
months, His. .own™ men. will suffer
sorely, and his attention will be called
off to other parts of Ireland. - Fear not,
good and - kind :friends, sve are all safe
Would to God all Ireland were the same.”
KK athleen dried  her- tears, and: 1101

. gentle face reassumed its usnal ‘look of

pemceful tranquility. . -

:.Bride : exclaimed; ¢ Then, IIurrh, I
may: tell Mother - A\bbess "tis folly to
think of quitting the pl'lce and tql\mg
lefunre at' Wexford.” . n

« Folly, indeed;” answer ecl the young
man “lightly: “bnt now,: IKa’chleen, 1f

.you‘are:ready, we -must. bxd our: goo

friends farewell.” " .
VA fter they were gone Bmde told he1

" mothér all #hat was pabsing: at:the Con-
vent;-and - together they lamented over

Mother Abbess’s ideas: and i:resolved .to
try and ehange: her mind. Bride would
0 thlthel on the:morrow- :andi recount

“all“shethadi-heard.+ This- settled: she:

werit about her household dutxes,ksmgmg

~'ag usual, Why did her voice falter.ever,
© andi*anon ?:*Why,

as «there a:Héavy |
Wexght at her'heart"” 'Whymdld ‘the;

uld: not el

¢! ‘tlon 1s not:certmn,. and;the nem:

grief for losing her'fi 1cnds %:ho,,some-

thm vhispered it had:a 8till: deeper.

cause Bride knew not; butshe could:tiot.
rest, and puttihg. on "her amplo cloak,
she stole to the I‘ranc\sum Glnnch to-
find Father Taafle.

‘A long grave conference . f‘ol]owcd be-
tween them -Bride resolved: to follow
his advice and preparc her soul now
while life coursed through hér veins for
that awfal hour wlnch so often comes
upon us unawares.

In the cvening the nuns qgmn gather-
ed round their Abbess and she bade
them speak their mind freely. ~

~Almost all were anxious - to go to
Wexford. .

“ ALy only fear is, » said \folhel \’1—

caress;  but doubtless Mother, youulso

have theught of it, whether we ought
to leave the poor city in which we have
had so much kindness shown: unto.us,
at the hour of its-peril. - Cannot our
unworthy. prayers dosomewhat to avert
the misfortunes .which scem to 11.111g
over it.” S

1 have thourrht of Lh‘lt (lcm sxstel ‘

and I have taken advice - from our: good

Fathers here.on'tlic.point; but they, re-

ply-the siege islikely- to e long and.

protracted. “The. well-known determina-.
tion-of Cremwell"leaves no doubt . that .

eventually he will conguer- tho. town;
though the: resistance will-be long and
sharp; but every mouth to be f&d with-
in the citywill be an additional: tax on
the defenders.. /The: Fathers think no
women oufrht to- stay, except. thosu

»1 bound by f'nmly duties-or necessny
W J.‘hen there is'mothing:{more to. bo-
~Vicaress’; -

said, ! - remarked-, \[othel
“ ’twould bé. ﬂymn- in the face of Provi-
! dence to remain:: undu‘ .such: ’cucmu-
stances.” oy i
.4 We must folléw our Master's (,ounsel

then dear sisters;” continued the Abbess:.
“ When' they. pemecute iye in oneicity; ' - .

flee, unto.-another:: “And: wé shall,.go
forthwithijoy, sh‘tlb .We not 1‘0101cmn' to;
 suffer-for-the Liord:}!
1 Byoery:voice:; :mswelc
'accenb * : i
[k Then we make»om. ]

gl ooy
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P
'depaLtu.re ! srematked! theiMother(Vix:. .
learess: v¢ Issthere: ugleat. haste;m' the C

»mattel' tMother 24!
[ J“No-” isaid thes Abbess, ,itherxnfox'm

H ‘@.11 JSTARRT P $5
with.an eager; i




