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REPENTANOPR.

And tho times of this ignorance God winked at, but
now commandeth all men ovory whora to repent, because
Ho hath app futed a day in the which He will judge the
world in richteousness by that man whom He hath
ordainod, w hereof He hath given assurance unto all men in
thet He hath raised him from the dead,—Acts, xvii. 30, 31,

The aubject of repontance is ono which deoply
concorns svery living man, inssmuch as God com-
mands all men everywhors to repent, It is one
of those universal commands so completely om-
bracing all' mankind that no human being can
escapo from it. ‘‘ All have sinned.” ‘¢ There is
none that dosth good, no, not one.” Opposite to
these dismal facts stand the following: * That He
(Josus), by the grace of God should taste death for
every maun.” ‘¢ Who is the propitiation for our
sins, ard not for ours only, but also for the sins of
the whole world.” *‘The blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanssth ue from ail sin.” Tho porfect
cure is as universal as the disease The command
is to sinners, and for them und also embraces the
whole so that nooe can passibly be left out. “Gou ye
into all the world and preach tho gospel to every
creature.” This leaves no sinner out. The samo
is true of God’s command to all men to repont. It
means every human being. Jesus found the world
in morals, a unity, and as such He died for it.
Aftor His resurrection He sont the poapel to the
world as s unity. The Jews who held mistaken
views of their connection to Abraliam could not sce
this, Nor can men who now hold mistaken views
of clection seo it. The Jewa thought thoy saw a
difference betweon Jews und Gontiles before they
heard the Gospel; the others think they see a dif-
forence botween the elect and the non-elect befors
these hoar the gaspel. But the voice of justice,
and truth and God's word, declzres, ‘¢ There is 20
difference; for all have sinned and come short of the
glory of God. Being justified freely through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” ete., etc.
(Rom. iii. 22, 23, 24),

It is after mnen hear the gospol that the separa-
tion takes place—a separation that will continue
and be confirmed in the day of judgment, The
Rospel is God's power, and does not leave men as it
finds them; for he who receives the gospel with all
hus hoart receives the salvation which God sends in
it to the loat, while he who despises and rejects tho
gospol, recoives condemnation, Jesus was in carnest
when He sont the gospel to every creaturo aud
declared, ** He that bolieveth and 18 baptizzd shall
be saved, buthe that belisveth not shalibs damned.”
(Mark xv1. 15, 16).

Our attention is called to the division of time in
the passage—the past, the present and the Juture.
In tho past, God winked at the ignorance of men,
In the present, Ho commands all men to repent,
In the future, He will judge the wo:ld righteously
by Jesus Chriat.

The paet or ** times of ignorance” was when mon
thought that the Godhead was like unto gold, or
silver, or atone, graven by art and man's device.
The religions creed of the philesophers of tho wise
city of Athens was about the following:

1st. We beliove with our poet that we aro all the
offspring of the unknown God to whom wo have an
altar, and whom we worchip as our croator.

2ad. We balieve that ekilful men can make God
out of o pioco of gold, or silver, or stone. 1t
God mado theso skilfur men as well as us
and then they made‘3od of theso materials, This,
thi », is what the wise men of this world know
of God. We learn howmen became 80 Jow as to hotd
such absurdities respecting the Creator ** when

they know God they glorified Him not as God,

noithor wole thankful, but becsmo vain in their
imagiuations and their foolish heart was darkoened.”
*“And oven as theydid notlike tuoretain God in thoir
knowledge, God gave thom up to & reprobate mind."
(Rom. i, 21-28), (roes as was this ignorauce, God
suffered all nations to walk in their own ways, He
gent no prophets among them, gave them none of
His oracles, nor established His worship in their
midst. All theso privileges wero confined to ono
small nation, Theso times laated until the coming
of Christ. Eveu when He was on earth and sent
His apostles to preach the gospel of the kingdom,
or the good news that the kingdom was at hand,
Heo chargad thom not to go among the Gentiles nor
tho Samaritans, but only to the loat sheep of the
Louse of Israol,

Tho cross of Christ divides the past from the
present. His death was the propitiation for the sins
of the world. The love which prompted it burst
all fumily and national barriers to veach the world,
From the cross God speaks to all men overywhere.
Jesus has been lifted up on it and will draw all men
to him. Ho savos all who come to Him, and will
draw to judgment all who refuse Bis grace. It
was at the mouth of the conquered grave God said
unto Him, *‘ Thou art my Sou, this day I have be-
gotten Thee. Ask of Me and I will give Thee the
heaven for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost
parts of tho earth for thy possession.” From that
hour Jesus claims all men as the purchase of ‘His
death. All who dispute a claim so just and good
He will break in piccos asa potter's vessel. (Ps. ii)
When Jesus sont His apostles into all the world
with the guspel to all, it was on the ground thatall
power in heavon and on earth wasgiven unto Him.
And itis on the same ground that God now com-
mands all men everywhere to repent.

Let us nezt enquire what is meant by the com-
mand to repent, We should certainly understand
the command in order to obey it.

Some regard repentance as a godly sortow or
grief of heart .hat wo havo offended God. Under
this impression many spend weeks, and months,
and years, striving and praying for an amount of
sorrow which seems indisponsable to their salvation,
but which they cannot obcain. We cabnot by
volition produce .grief, or sorrrow, or joy, or any
other emotion of the toind, and to be directly com-
maaded to have such emotions would leave us
as helpless as if we were directly commanded to
alter the pulsations of the heart or the secretions
of the Jiver. But God commands men to repent
becanse He knows they can ropent.

Again, a mero sorrow from crime is useless. The
inebriate is often deeply grieved at his folly when be
becomes anber, but this doos not keep him from
the intoxicating cup when he mests it again. If
repentance meant a grief of heart we could nover
tell how much griof would be necessary to obey the
command of God, which leaves the mind in dark-
ness and doubt,

Othors, aware that sorrow for sin is not obsying
the command to repent, understand it to mean a
reformation or amendment of life, and even substi-
tuto these words for repentance. Many anxious
persons have labured hard to produce this reforma-
tion or amendment of life, and at times tattered
themaolves with the thought that they were ““new
creatures,” when a sudden return of old feclings
and habits exposed their sandy foundation and
renowed their disappointment.

Again, when the advocates of ¢ faith alone * soo
that God commands men to repent as woll us to
believe, thoy conclude that faith and repentance
are the same, which is another cause ot bowilder-
ment to anxious enquirers for salvation. Repen-
tanco is something peculiar to man while faith is
not. Holy angels believe but do not repent. Lost
angels beliovo but can never repent.  But loat man
both b:lieves and repents.

Wo Jearn that ropentauco is a heartfelt defermina.

tion lo turn from sin lo the service of God. This
is what God now ¢ommands all men everywhere
to do kowwthing that no ono can do for another,
Every man must do it for hinsolf or perish. There
is no ono that knows he iz doing wrong but can
resolve to give it up, snd resolve to do better whon
a botter way is within his reach. A man may be
very weak in carrging out that rosolution, and
others may help him, but others cannot make the
resoiution for him. God ¢ommands all moep overy-
where to make that solemn dotermination, and
waits to give overy man who obeys Him strongth
to carry out that determination, but will not make
the determination for any man. He commands
man to do it. This leaves the way cloar beforo the
eyes of every man who wants to bo a Christian,
He cannot direetly control his ¢motions, but he can
detormine to do what God tells him to du, God
will control his feolings and save him from sin and
fit him for overy good work when he believes and
oboys Him. Godly sorrow leads to ropentanco, and
ropontance leads to reformation or a godly life,
Man gets this godly sorrow by bolieving in the
death of Jesus for his sins, Gud's goodness leads
to repentance, and Hoe never commanded all men
to repent until He had displayed His goodness in
giving His S)n to die for every man. He gives
every man who belioves in Jesus o dosire to repent
and powor to becomo a son of God. (Juhn, i, 12).

Let us see how the New Testament treats of
repentance. A certain man said to tho first of his
two sons: Go work to-day in my vinayard! Ho
anawored and aaid, J will not. But afterwards he
ropented and went. (Matt. ‘xxi. 28-29). When
told by his father to work, the purpose of his mind
was 80 much against it that he positively rofused.
But afterwards he changed that purposé and deter-
mined to go and went. Hedid not repent by going
but repented and wont. Jesus gives a beautiful
illustration of repentancs int the case of the prodigal
son. (Lukexv). It was the goodness of his father
which led him to repeutance. After he bad spont
all his subatance in sin and was about to starve to
death among strangers, he came to himself and
thought of his father’s wealth, und his father’s love,
and his own guilt and ruin, and he came to this
determination, 1 will arise and go to my fathor and
tell him all I have done against him and heaven,
Jesus tells us how he carried ont the detersination
and of his glad reception toshow the joy among the
angels over ono sinner that repenteth, Wo see
what a fether's love and a son’s sorrow led to—and
what the purpose of heart led to in this case.

We read in Acts second, that the apostle Petor
addressed the people with such power as to convince
them that God had in heaven made tbe same Jesus
whom they had crucifi 4, both Lord and Christ.
When they heaid this they were pricked in theif
hearts and said, Mon and brothren, what shall we
do. They wero in deep sorrow when they asked,
What shall wo do? The firat thing he told them
wag to repent. If he meant by that to have godly
sorrow nat one of them obeyed Him, for they gladly
received His word, If he meant by it to reform
their lives and bo baptized, not one of them obsyed,
for they did not wait to reform their lives. Rut if
He meant to defermine with all their heart tn turn
to (fod and bo baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, they did obey Him by
making that detormination and being baptizad,

When they balieved that Jesus whom they had
crucified was now both Lord and Christ they had
gudly sorrow; when they dotermined to turn to God
thoy had repentance; and whon they were buried
with Christ in baptism and rose to walk in newness
of life, they had reformation or dmendmant of life.

When the church of Ephesus had lefe their first
love, the faithful and true witness gave them three
commands: 1at. Remomber from whence thou arg
fallen, 20d. Repént. 3rd. Do the first works,
By obeying thuse they would have 1st.Godlysorrow,
2nd. Repentance. 3rd. Amondment of Jife. (Rev,

ii. B).
(To be continued).



