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T0 OUR -FRIENDS.

Woe aro thankful to our brethren for what they
have done in circulating and gotting subscribers for
T'aE CHUISTIAN ; fur the many words of encourage-
ment, und for making knoton to us their appreciation
of our efforts to meet the wants of our brotherhood.
But still there are others from whom we wish to
hear, who uro able in every respect to give ns tho
aid necessary to carry on successfully this work.
Lrethren, will you withhold this help which you
can su easily givel Wa trust not.

us snwme short pithy articles, bfeathing the spirit of
Juve, wurds of ndvice and encouragment to us all.
The purposes of the paper were clearly set forth in
its first issue and need not be given here. The
object of publishing this paper is mot to make
money; but to do good.  But still if at times money
should ho mentioned, and we have no doubt it
will, if the subscriptions are not paid up, it will be
that tho monuy is needed to meet tho publishing
expenses of the paper,

Before the third issue reaches our readers
Christinns und New Year's Day will have passed
away. Wo therefure tako the opportunity now of
wishing you all # Mexrny Cousmas and o Haery
New Year.

A S

EDITORIAL,

In the Christian system there is somethiny to be
scen.  Although distingnished from the Jewish re-
ligion by its spiritual and cternal blessings, it has
enough of the visible to meet the wants of man in
his fallen state. e has a body and a spirit in re-
bellion against God, both to be redeemed by the
death and vesurrection of His beloved Son. The
risen Redeemer had a salvation for all men, and
sent His Gospel to all with arrangements suitable
to the wants of all mankind. “ Go ye into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every creatura. He
that belioveth and is baptized shall be saved, but
e that believeth not shall be damned.”  (dMark 16:
15, 16).

When Jesns saves men ihere is something seen.
Many contend that there is nothing to be seen, and
say, *‘ He that believeth shall bs saved.”  Jesus
saya there s something to be seen, and positively
mentions it.  In the Acts of Apostles where con-
veraions ave recorded, there is in every case somne-
thing to be seen, thus confirming and illustrating
the testimony of Jesus. When men heard the Go:-
pol and turned to God others knew it. Their faith
in Jesus and heartfell repentance were inward and
invisible; but when they confessed with their mouth
the Lord Jesus, and wero baptized iuto the name of
the Father and of tho Son and of the Holy Spirit,

others heard their confession and saw”their bap-

Come then, '
send us yonr names accompanied with others, zive !

-tism, The action, regarded by itsolf, is nothing ;
_but, viewed in the place Jesus assigned it, symbol-
| izes his burial and resurrection.  When he duliver-
I ed to His Apostles the Gospel for the world, He
also gave them a form of it. The sinner who be-
lieves the Gospel with s}l his heart, and obeys from
the heart that form of doctrine, is made free from
| sin and becomes tho servant of God, that ho may
bave his fruit unto holiness and the end ¢verlasting
life. (Rom. 6 : 17, 18),
" There are many institutions in the Old Testa-
' ment and ono in the Now which symb- lize the
death of Christ, but only one in ail the Bible sym-
bolizes His burial and resurrection.  That is tho
burial of & beliover with Christ in baptism.

Two facts deserve special notice. 1st. Aftor all
that is spoken and written against believers™ im-
mersion, people will come and see it overy time it
is performed. 2ud. It is generally regarded as a
turning-point in the life of the candidate. 1tis
expected of him, if truo and honest-hearted, that
he wi'l, from the hour of his baptism, walkin new-
ness of life.

Since this is s0, how anxious all baptized believors
should be to meet these expectations, and thus shine
as lights in the world. Who can describe their
happiness who are enabled by the grace of Christ
to walk worthy of their high voeation. Not only
will they enjoy sweet communion with their Saviour
and bo guided by Him to His Father's honse, but
they will be made instrumental in the salvation of
their neighbours and their nearest and denrest
! friends.  Men will see their good works and glorify
theiy Father who is in heaven. What work is.so
reufuncrative, so grand and Chrirtike, as that of
saving souls from death, and hiding multitndes of
sing 1 and this is the certain labour and roward of
| the faithful Christian. Jesns saves wmen, not only
for their own sakes, but to mako them felluw-
labourers with Himself, in saving others ; and when
true to their high callinyg, His blessed purposes are
! accomplished in the enlightenment and salvation of
| those around.

1t is through the finished work of Jesus sinners
are recoactled to God, and that work is prominently
symbulized when they enter into His Kingdom.

It is also by virtue of His death that thoy will
finally conquer every foo ; henco He has given the
saved an Institution that commemorates His do:th
until Bis second coming,—for ¢¢ the same niglit in
which He was betrayed Ho took bread, and when Ho
! had given thanks, Ho brake, and said : Take, eat !
This is My body which is broken for you, this do
in remembrance of Me.” (1 Cor. 11: 23, 24).

The disciples came together on tho first day of
the weck to break bread (Acts 20). This was o
great meeting ; for Panl, the great standard-bearer
of the cross, met with them; but greater still on
account of His presence who died on the cross and
{ gave it all its glory. They met in the namo or by
| the authority of Jesus, and He has promised to be

at such o meeting. Let all the children of Goll
! remembor that Jesus has promised to meet them
around the emblems of Bis broken body, and who
that loves Him, and expeets to spend eternity with
Hiw, will allow anything which they can- control
to prevent such a meeting. This is indeed a meet-
ing with their loving Saviour, to romember afresh
the intense suffering by which He redcemed them
to God. Every member of His budy can say for
himself, or herself, He is my own doar Saviour,
who loved me unto the death.

The men of the world raiso monuments to com-
memorate the lives of earth’s great anes, but their
decth has nothing to commemorate,  Death only
procliims their wenkness and dofeat. Their life
may be 80 brilliant as to put the world's entire tcr-
ritory into their power. Death takes it from them
and chains them to a few square feet of clay.
Theit bodies aré taken from the pinnacls of pomp
and power and given to be' food for worms.

Celobrato their lifo and actions, if you will, but let
sndness and gloom oblitarate their duath.

His people are to remoember Jesas’ death, even
though His life was infinitely grander than that of
tho best of men. Through His denth aYoving Father
pardons them. By His death their enmity was.
g'aiti—thoy lovo Him because He first loved thom,
and they aro going home to sing of redeoming love
forever. In eating tho Lord's Supper they do show
His doath,

Hero is something for a dying world to see.
Jesus thoy do not see, but this monument they can
seo ; tolling them that Jesus died for thoir sins.
They hear the Gospel prociniming the swme glad
tidings. ‘They can read how freely He endured.
death for them.

They can look at Him wearing the crown of
thorns nnd purple robe, so that they might wear a
crown of glory in heavon. They can sco His hands
and feot naited to the cross, and hear Him in His.
deepest agony p'eading with His Father to forgive
His mocking murderers. Woll might Jesus say :.
s 1, if I be hfted up, will draw all men unto Me.”
Tho Gospel und all its arrangements call men's.
attention to Bim who Joved them, and died for
their redemption ; and all who accept tho call, and
aro faithfu!, witl ere long sco Him as He is, and be
like Him.

Dr CuviLER's articlo is well worthy of a second
reading : * What shall I do to be Saved?’ We-
would expect to be answered so plainly that every
enquirer, learned or illitorato, could understand.
Every man needs to be saved, and God will have-
all men to be saved. Jesus, who tasted denth for
every man, has toid the snxious enyuiver how he
can be saved as plainly as ever words were spoken.
But religious teachers of to-day, althoush agreed
of much that is good, sre not agreed on this point,,
and give difforent answers to this question.

One suys to the auxious enquirer : * You can do.
nothing ; Christ must do all.”” The Lord says &
¢ Phoy that have done «ood shall come forth to the
resurrection of life,” ete., ote. In the New Testa-
meont, when men asked the quostion, they were
told what to do : and when they oboyed they were
saved. But now they ave told they can do nothing.

Others advise the anxious enquirer to pray, and
usk for the prayers of the church. This answer
seotus so good and pious that it hes gained an-im-
mense popularity. The man who demurs will be
considered an opposer of prayer. What Jesus and
tho Holy Spirit, through tho Apostles, have said,
when offering salvation to_sinners, is not reforred
to at all, and thns mon are left in the dark.

Under these circumstances, it is refreshing to.
hear une of the intelligence, candor, and Christian
manliness of Theodore Cuyler, advocato the teach-
ing of Christ on this important matter, whatever
huvoe it sy make (_>‘f the doctrines and command-
ments of men.

So PAR As advised friends are taking hold of Tue
Cruistia¥ and circulating it with a will We
thank God and take courage. Push it ‘round,
brothren, in the confident hope thit He who would
acknowledge the widow's mite will not despise our
cfforts to advancoe Bis cause,

We raxg W. H. E. for his communication.
We aro glnd to receive gool articles over the names
of the writers,

Bro. A. C. McLEay, former'y of P. E. L, but
now of Cincinnati, Ohio, writes us words of ‘en-
courngomont, and promises,, though very busy in
preachihg and acting as Corresponding Secretary
of the Foreign Christian, Missionary Society, to
write,. if possible, an..article now and again for
Tge CHRIBTIAN, © - ¢ ! '




