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had to sleop in that room another night, 1
should go wad 1"

Ho camo and saé by my side.

**My dear child,” ho said gravely, *‘you
oan't do that—for our eakes,”

“But I must—I must indcod 1" I eried
pitoovrly,  “Vou dou't know, you csn’t toll
what I suffered whon I felt her arm orcepiug
up to my throat, and thought I was yoin
to bo killed—I did indeed! And then
thought the stuff on the handkerchisf was
poiron, She says it id only somethiong to
wake you sloop. s it trus, Mr. Rayuer!
Here i1 thoe handkerohiof.,” And I pullod it
trom my pocket and gave it to him.

#Quito truo,” said ho: but I saw him
frown, ‘1t is chloroform, which sho got
cut of my mediino.obost; I minsed tho
bottlo this morning. No, that wouldn't
have hurt you child ; I don't auppose for a
moment she meant to hurt you. But it was
a cruel trigk, all $ho same, Do you kuow”
—~—and he Jooked at mo scarchingly—*'what
she did 1t for?”

¢'Qh, yes, sho told me! She wanted to
got a letter—from n — afriend, which 1
woro roncd my ne a.” I folt mysolf blush.
iog violently, knowing from what I had
overhcard Strah eay to him on the provious
night that ho kuew all about that foolish
peudant.  **She wanted to read it, and she
couldn't got 1t without stupolying me, be-
causc I was holdivg it, But I have forgiven
her, and promised I would ask you to let
her stay, 1 told her it wouldw't matter what
Isad ; but she made mo promise.”

“Aund what wmado you think what
you said woutdu't matter?’ asked he
geatly,

*Yhero iano reason why it shonld,” said
I “But Icouldn't have promised to ask
you to let hor atay 1f 1 had not been going
awny myself. Mr. Rayner, you must let me

“T will let you go if you wish it, though
he Alderswould scem moro hike a tomb than
ever withount you,_child, now, that wo have
got used to seeivg your pretty little face
and hearing your aweet lict'o voice about
tho place,” said he saaly, almost tendurly ;
and tho tears came to my eyes. “‘But you
cauuot go to-day. Think what people
would suy of us if it got rumoured about
that our child’s governcsa was so oruelly
treated under our roof that sho went away
without a day's warnicg; for every one
counts upon you at tho tchool-treat, and I
believe that our young friend Laurence—
don't blush, chuld—would go off his head,
and accuse us of muraering you outright, if
ho wero *n hear you were gous. .And you
would fini it difficult, bolieve me, child, to
get another situation, if you left gour firat
80 quickly, no mattor tov what reason. No;
you shall have & difi:rent room, or Jane
shall zleep in your room for a week or so,
uatil yourvery natural nervousness has gone
off ; and then, if, at the 2nd of \ho three
raonths, you still wish to go, why, we won't
keep you, child, though I think somo of us
will never get over it if you leave us oo
suddenly.”

Ho spoke 80 sweutly, 8o kindly, and yet
with such authority of superior wisdom,
that T had to give way. ‘Ihen, bound by
my proxnize, I had oven to ask again that
Sarah shonld stay, and ko agreed that she
should at onco ; aud thon X, notat all olated
at the success of my intercession, bogged
him to lot Jane do as much as poasiblo for
mo just at first,

But later in the duy it was not pleasant
to sco Sarah’s acid smilo us ehe said, when
8ho heard I was going to stay —

+J told you, miss.”

Aud when 1 eaid to her, ‘I kept my
prowmizc, aud asked Afr. Riyrer for you to
stay, Sarah,” shio auvswercd, ¢ Then I.am to
stay, of course, mwiss?” in the samo ione,
Aund I was roluctantly obliged to admit that
she was,

Aud, as [ looked at her face, whioh conld
never scem to mo again to look anything
but evil, asaudden horror seized mo at the
thought that I had pledged myself to ctay
for five wholo wecks more in the samo house
with this woman,

CHAPTER XI1V.

I took advantago of tho rest of my day’s
holiday to work very hardas the text I was
doiug tor tho church. I thought that M.
Reade might call for it that day, but hoe did
not. Aud the next day, which was Thurs.
day, I fiaished it and rolled it up in paper
ready for scuding away ; but atill he did
notcanwe to fetchat, Haideo aud I did not
go out far tkat morning—a long walk tires

or now ; but in tho afternoon, ywhen loason

wero over, I sauntered cutb into tho garden,
with & book in mny hand, and went to my
‘‘nest,” which I had negleeted to visis en
the day before—a most unusual oconrrence ;
but Mv, Rayner had forbidden me to goout.
sids the house on that day, a8 I was rathor
feverish from the oﬂ'oots of the preccdiug
night's excitement,

I found Mona sitting among the roods
ocloso to the poult, not far from my !'neat,”
crooniog to heraelf aund playing with some
sticks ond bits of paper, Atsight of mo
sheslid along the bauk and lot herzell down
into tho mud bolow, as if to hido from mo,
When the child suddenly dissppearod from
my sight hke that, I felt frightencd lest
sho should fall into the water, oc sink into
tho soft slimo at tho edge which sho had
choson to retire into, aund not ho able to
climb the slippery bank again, So I walked
daintily through the reedy awamp which
was her favorite haunt, and looked over
tho bank, Sho was butily burying in the
mud, with tho holp of two little sticke the
bits of paper she hnd becn playing with ;
and, when I bent down to speak to her, sho
threw hersolf upon her back, with her head
almost in tho water, and bogan to scream
and kick., ‘Lhis uncalled.for demonstration
made mo thiok thatzhe knew sho was in
mischief ; and, leaving her for & moment to
enjoy herself in her own way, I stooped and
picked up ono or two of the picces of paper
which formed her toys. There was writing
on them in a hand 1 knew, snd I had not
made out a dczen words before I was suro
that Mona had somshow got hold of a note
from Mr, Laurence Reade to me.

Down I jumped in a moment, caring no
more for the mud, into which I sank to my
ankles, than Mona berself. Idug up the
bits she had buried, aud took from her very
gontly those sho was still clutching, though
my fingers tingled to slap her. I hope it
was not rovengo that mado me carry her
indoors to be washed. Then I searched the
ground where I had found her, and discover-
ed more little bits, and under tho seat of
ray “nost” a torn onvclope addressed to
“Mies Christio,” Iran in, and up to my
room, with my maugled treasure, carsfully
cleaned the fragmente, nqd, after much
labor, at last fitted them into a pretity co-
horent whole, The noto ran, as well as 1
could make out—

“Doar Miss Christie,—I am s0 anxious
about you that I must write. Is it trae
that"—hero there was o piece missing—*‘an
accident, that you aro ill, hurt? If you are
safe and well, you will pass the park to-
morrow, that I may sco you and know that
you’—another pieco missing. ‘I shall put
this on tho soat near the pond, where I
knaw you go every evening,

Yours very sinceroly,
‘¢ LAURMNCE ReADR,”

It was dated *“Wednesday,” and this was
Thursday afternoon; so that it was this
morning’s walk that he had meant. Oh if
I bad .only come out here last night and
found tho lotter! I would go past the park
to-morrow ; but perhaps it would be too
late, and he would not expect me then—he
would think X was too ill to come out,

(T0 BE CONTINUED,)

How Astor Became Rich,

A late writer, speaking of the late John
Jacob Astor, thus speaks of the mode by
which ho acquired his great wealth: ¢ It
was neither furs nor teas that gave him his
$20,000,000. When ho arrived in New
York it contaiped only 25,000 inbabitaats.
In 1809, when he began to have money to
invest, tho city had vcgun to double in
population, and had advanced ncarly a milo
up tho island. Astor foresaw tho future
growth, and bought sll the land, and lots
Jjust beyond, on_tho vergo of the city, that
he could get. One littlo anccdote willahow
the wisdom of this proccoding. Hosolda

lot in the vicinity of Wall strcet, in 1810, | b,

for $5,000, which twas sapposed to be aome-
what under its value. Tho purchaser, after
the papers were signed, seemed to chuckle
over his bargain, ¢ Why, Mr. Astor, said
he, * this lot will bo worth §12,000." *Very
truo,’” said Mr., Astor, *but now yoa shall
see what 1 will do with this monoy. With
cight thousand dollars I will buy eighty lots
abovo Canal atreet. By the time your lot
is worth $12,000 my eighty lots will be
worth $50,000’—which proved to be the
fact. Iu tho counrse of time the island was
dotted all ovor with Astor lands, to such an
extent that tho wholo incomo from hia es-
tato for fifty ycita could be inveated in new
houses, without buying apy more land,”

Earthquake Phenomena,

Tho oauscas of ¢ hyuakes have long bson
tho snbjoot of many conjeotuves. Thu: nu-
morous favestigations ot later yoears have
contributed much to define their oharactors;
and govoral data recontly acquired tend fur.
ther to make their meohanism clear, It is
known that tho aliocke are by no mecans dis-
tributed at hap-hazard ovor tho aurfaco of
tho globe, The countries whore the strata
have presesvod their original horizontal posi.
tion, liko tho north of France, o part of Bol.
qium, and the meat of Russia, are privileged
with tranquilicy, Violent commotions are
wouifested, particularly in rogions that have
tuflered cunsiderable mechanical acoidents,
and havo acquired their last relief at a re-
vont epach, Jiko the rogionof the Alps, 1taly,
and Sicily.

Tho tracts that are simultancously dis-
turbed by tho same shock moat frequently
comprise aores of from § to 16 degreos, or
from 300 to 1,500 kilometera, Thoy rarely
iuclude a much tnore considerable frastion of
the globe ; although the colobrated catastro-
pho ut Lisbon on the st of November, 1765,
extended over some 17 or 18 degrees into
Africa and tho two Amoricas, or over a sur.
taco cqual to about four times that of
Lurope.

Tho dotailed oxamination of many carth.
quakes has enabled us to determine the gen.
tro of tho ashocks as well as the contoura of
the distucbed areas, From the manner in
which tho latter surfaces sgree with tho lines
of pro.existing dislocations, soveral of the
most distivguished gcolonilu, inoluding Mr,
Dauag, M, Sueys, and Albort Heim, have con-
«idered tho shocks in question as oonnected
with tho formation of ohains of mouatains,
of which they may bo a kind of continuation,

In faoct the crust of the earth everywhere
showa the enormons effacts excroised by the
lattoral pressures that have been in operation
at all epochs, Tho strata, bent over and
over agam many times through thousands of
motres of thickness, as well as the great
fractures thut traverse them, are tho elo-
quent witnesses of these mechanical actions.
Notwithstanding the appavent tranquility
now reigning on the surfaco of the globe,
equilibrium dces not oxi: ¢t in the earth, and
commotions have not been arrested in its
depths, Tno 7 0af of this ia found, not only
10 carthqua . s, but also in the slow move.
aqents of the soil, of elevation and depression
—na kind of warping, which has continued to
maunifest itself within historical timnes in all
parts of tho globe.—Popular Science Monthly
Jor Fedruary,

A Sketch in the Congn.

Tho chief hero, at this villago of Embe,
had a most unusual crop of hair. Tho Bay-
ansi aro indeed remarkable for the abun-
danco and glotsiness of thoir * chovelure."
In tho next village (the castorn bank of ihe
river has becomo a continuous series of ham-
lets) I 3aw a woman with an even moro mag-
nificent head of bawr, Her Icoks wore
combed out in a sort of ‘‘aurcole ” round
her well-shoped head. The race of tho Bay-
ansi, and indced all other highly-developed
types of Bautu poeoploes, remind mo so much,
with their high-bridged noses and bushy
hair, of tho Papuans, ss one may jadge of
them from tho descriptions and photographs
of Wallaco and other travellers. Tho banks
on the Congo are hero, and for somo distance
farther back, strewn with great masaes of
rock, secmingly of igneous origin. Intor-
spersed among thoso cmngg blocks are
patches of silvery sand, and tho natives run
aloog thoe banlke, jumping fromn rock torock
to try and keep up with the boat, Some of
them, gencrally women carrying babies, will
get far ahead and otation thomselves on some
little promontory, thencoe bailing our ap.
proach with deafening screams and laughter,
Tho villages ave very prattily situated amid
mnajestic groves of oil-palms and bright-green
annnas, with & background of deep purplo
forest. The noatly-made houscs, often
quite yellow in color from the sun-burnt
grasa of which they are constructed, over-
hang the river on the edge of a alight
platean, and form & protty contrast ags
the dark grcon vegetation, Numbers of
grapr parrots are hero, and they seem to
rathes scck than avold the socioty of man,
foc in overy village they flock to the oil-

alms, whoro they squawk and whistle all

ay long. .
Now the Covgo begins 0 open out into
truly splondid Lreadth, Right bolore uxis

a cloar horizon of water and sky broken
only by ono wooded islet that atacds right

in the middls of the atream, Theriverisas

~—

broad v broadoer hiere than Stauly Pool a
its goodest breadth, A tmvelleryvlewln;
tho Cu- o from this direotion, and knowix
notlung of what was before him, might wol{
believa he was ontering upon soms great
Iako or inlnud zea,

Tho Iicnnhuscences of & War Correspond-
cnt,

I havo scen Napoleon Iil, at tho pinnacle
of his hollow splender.  From the German
piguct lino on tho 2nd Auguat, 1870, Iheard
the distaut cheerivg cn the Spicherenber
that greotad him and the lad whom he bnﬁ
brought from Mo!z to receivo that day his
“baptiem of fire.” Again I saw him on tho
mornm% uftor Sedan, as tho broken man—
broken in powor, fu prestige, in health, in
spirita—sat with Bismarok un the grass plot
in front of tho weaver's cottagn on the Don.
chery road. Noxt marning 1 witnessod his
depar.uro into his Wilhelmshoho captivity.
I huve acen bizo doddoring about Brighten
sud strolling under the beech troes that en-
cirolo Chislehurt Common, And for 4he
last timo of all I saw that stolid, careworn
face, a3 it Iny on tho raised pillow of the
bier in tho broad corridor of Camdon Place
and whon tho faco was no moroe visiblo I
witneszed tho coflin laid down in the litile
chapel among the Chislohurst elm trees, 1
knew the boy of the Empire when the
shacklos of the Empiro had fallen from hia
limbs, and ho was no lobgor u buokram
creature, but a lively, natural lad. My ac.
qua ntance endured into hismauhood. ‘When
tha twilight was falling on the rolling veldt
of Zululand, and his day’s work in tho ataff
tont was dono, he liked, as it acemed tome,
to gossip with one who knew the other side
of the pioturo, about tha early days of the
French-Gormin  war—a  war  that had
wrought at cnod his ruin and his emancipa.
tion,  And fiaally, foor, gatlant lad { Tsaw
dimly through tears the vory last of him, as
ho lay there dead on the blocd-stained
award by the Ityotyosi River, with & oalm,

roud smilo on hiaface, and his bady pierced

y countless assegai stabs.  Men have call.
edhis death ignoble, Pottg a3 was the quar.
rel, wrotchod as was the desertion that
wrought hisfato, I call lum rather happy in
the opportunity of his death, Had he lived
what ot arlificiality, what of hollow uureal.
ity, might thero not have been in store for
him ! As it was, ho had movedin the world
a livo ghost. Better than this, surely, to
be a dead herd—to end the Napoleonio serio.
comedy with his young face gallantly to his
assailauts, and his lifo-blood drawn "by the
cold . stecl l—Archibald Forbes, in the Eng-
ish Illusirated Magr.ine.

New Chlneso War Ships,

A Borlin telcgram to tho London 7Times
says : Another ironclad corvette, built for
tho Chincao government, bas ust been
lauuchud at Kiol, though with less pomp
and circumstance than attended the bap-
tism of its sistor vesscls at Stettin, The
now war ship, which is the accond of the
kind that hex been built at Kiel (threo, I
think, havo been constructed at Stottin), ro-
joices in the namo of tho Nan Shuin, or
*‘Blossing of tho South,” as its twin sister
from the sawmo stocks iz called tho Nan
Thin, or “Omament of ti:o South,” 1Its
water-lino length is 77 wmectors (total ditto
being 84), ite greatest bresdth 11.5 moters,
depth of hold 7.125, displacement 2,200
tons, and draught 5.5 meters.

The ship in all its parts has been mado of
German atecl, according to the rules of tho
German Lloyd’s, rigged a3 a bark, and arm-
ed with two Arastrong guns of 21 centi-
meter, and eight of 12 centimer calibre, 1t
is also provided with soveral witraillouscs
to ward off torpedo-boats, while on deck it
carries eight boats, including one torpedo-
boat and two Iasanches driven by two hori-
zontal compound enginea. It has an indi.
oated horse-power ot 2,400, and is expeoted
to make from 1434 to 16 knots. Both tho
Blessing and the Ornament of the South
maust be completaly ready by ths middle of
March, though what is to bo dono with
them and their Stettin sisters, aftor that
heaven only knows, By somo it is shrewd-
1y suspectod that in tho matter of ironclads
tho Chineso government is like the hale old
Indy who had an insuperable wcakness
tor bargaias of all kinds, and could not ro.
siat the purchase of a wooden leg if sho got

t choap.
Even gonius itself is but fine obyersatisn

stxengthened by fixity of purpose,



