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When at length all was arranged to my satisfaction,
I jlaced the horid mask over his face and led him to
the mirror. e staited back and involuntanly placed
his hand to his head, as if to take it away, but my in-
tecference prevented.  He even pleaded that the pen-

alty | had tareatened to wtlict 1 case he refused to go,

might be spared hun. But 1 was inexorable; [ was
anxious 1o see the result, and the delay caused by lus
unwillingness vuxed me.

A renewal of my thieats of exposure succeeded in
removing all ubstacles, aud we mnmedsately set about
ouradventure., Cauliwusly asthieves. we crept through
the yard, and each took his station, Robert at the dow,
und I at the window nearest him.

The curtain was partly drawn astde, s) that I could
easily distinguish every object in the roem.  As 1 had
anticipated, she was alone.” The derestics had 1etired,
and I knew her old fathcr too well to bebieve that he
was any where bat in the arms of Somunus ; for he was
one of those sensible persons whose maxim is, ¢ Early
to bed and early to rise.”

Julia—and I never shall forget how lovely she was—
sat beside a small table in the centre of the room, ap-
parently deeply absorbed in a book. Her fair hand
supported her head, and her hair fell gracefully down
upon her neck in beautitul natural ringlets. She was
e delicate wild flower, that had budded and blossomed
under the shelter of a tather’s roof ; and the sunshine of
gladness and the dews ot affection, had ever highted and
cheered her way.

At length I gave a signal, and a loud rap was given.
She pzused for 2 momenl, listened attentively, and then,
laying do wn her book, arose and approached the door.
As she opened it. the mask slipped boldly in, according
to my directions. How shall I describe the scene that
followed 1 Even now I shudder to think of it! In-
stantly all earthly hue fied from her face, and, with a
piercing shriek, she staggered back a few paces, and
fell heavily to the floor. Quicker than lLightning, !
sprang through the doorway, and knelt at her side. 1

grasped her waist; its pulsation bad ceased! I placed
my hand upon the heast; that also was still! She was
dead! . . L} . . L] . .

T can recall little else that took place that night. The
domestics, who slept in an adjoining room, had been
awakened by that terrible shriek, and came rushing in
to learn the cause of the uproar. I could not have
spoken, even had explanation been necessary. I was
overwhelmed with grief and self-condemnation. I
could only point at the lifeless form of poor Julia, and
at the mask which Robert had torn from his face, and
dashedto the floor. He stood gazing at me, witha cold,
vacant stare, that I but too well understood. More

cannot remember,
»

L4 . Ld o o L . .

Ten days passed, and I woke from a raving delirium.
My first inquiry was for Robert. They led himto my
bedside; but, oh, what a change! I stietched out my
clasped hands, in an agony of grief and remorse, to
implore his forgiveness. He neither moved nor spoke;
but that same unmeaning stare drove home to my heart
the fearful conviction. Alas? he was a hopeless idiot !

L . L ] L3 . ° L d * .

Fifteen years have clapsed since that never-to-be-
forgotten era of my lite. I never have, I never can,
forgive myself for having been the cause of so much
misery, though I have sought and hoped tor forgiveness
from on high. I never can look upon a mask without
a shudder, or hear its use denounced, without alluding
to my experience. And you, my young friends, when
you are tempted to play tricks upon others, I am sute,

will stop to consider, that what seems to you §0 nno- |

cent and harmless, may, perhaps, in the cnd, prove a
« fatal joke.”

FAMILY FINANCIERING,

Mr. Benjomin Wilkens, being engaged in 3 protract-
ed jollification, had exhausted all his funds, used up ail
his credit, and spouted almost cverything spoutable
about his housa, not exeepting the taa-kettle and baby’s
ciadle, and came home yesteiday afiernoon, with the

- faint hope of finding something on which “«my uncle™
would advance enough to replenish the bottle. His

wife happenod to be absent : 1t was a good oppo:tunity * 115,000 inhabitants, located in 27,918 houses. There -
to carry out his dnsign.  Ho searched every apartment, | are 112 rehigrous estzblishments. though at one period ; ¥

overy cupboard, every chest and oleset, but nothung
which a pown-broker would call negotieble {arescntca
itselt, except the Sunday bunnet and only silk

THE CANADIAN SON OF TEMPERANCE

and in a few minutes they weie du? ticketed and put
away by an Israelitish money lender in South street.
Mr. Wilkius repaired to a tavern with the proceeds,

mg every body, and sustaining his character as a glo-
1ous, genetous, and whole-souled tellow.  Before mght
the money was gone, and Mr. Wilkius reeled home,
thiew off h:s clothes, tumbled into bed, with a con-
sciercd perfectly atease. In the meantime Mrs. Wil-
kins had missed her best bounet and sitk dress, and

'suspm‘tmg what had hLappened, she made a scarch

heate.
made up the clothes in a bundle, coat, vest, pants—ev-
erything— Benjamin’s only suit ; took them o the same
pawnbroher, and pawned them for one dollar.  In the
moruing, Mr. Wilkins awoke, no clothes to put on;
tertible cursing and swearing, but all to no purpose.
The old fzllow had to keep close at home all day, in
terrible afiliction for want of liquor ; nobody to sympa-
thize with his distress.
wrapped himself in a blanket, made his way to the
tavern which he favors with his custom, and tried to
borrow some raimant. All his jolly companions col-
lected in the bar-room, enjoyed Benjamin’s dilemma.
Not one had a rag to lend him; all gathered around
him, hustling lum about amid the most uproarious
lauguter. At last he broke away from them, and made
his escape from the huuse ; but his woolly masquerade
soon obtained him a situation in limbo. This morning
he obtaiued his discharge, and one of the watchmen
compassionately loaned him a pair of ragged nankeen
pantaloons. He started for home; not with a very
bght heart we guess, but certainly with a very thin
pair of inexpressibles.—Philadelphia Pennsylvanian.

THE FUTURE WIVES OF ENGLAND.

My preliy li.te dears, you are no more iit for matri-
mony than a pullet is to Jook afier a family of fourteen
chickens. The truth is, my dear girls, you want, gen-
erally speaking, more liberty and less jfashionable re-
straint; more Kkitchen and less parlor; more leg exer-
cise and less sofa; more making puddings and less
piano ; more frankness and less mock modesty ; more
breaktast and less bustle. 1 like the buxom, bright-
eyed, rosy cheeked, full breasted, bouncing lzss, who
can darn stockings, make her own frocks, mend trou-
sers, command a regiment of pots and kettles, milk the
cows, feed the pigs, chop wood and shoot a wild duck
as well as the Duchess of Marlborough or the Queen of
Spain; and be a lady withal in the drawing room.
But as for you pining, moping, wasp-wasted, putty-
Jaced, music-mugderirg, novel devouring, daughters of
fashion and idleness, with your consumption soled shoes,

silk stockings, and cahco shifts, you won’t do for the
' future wives and mothers of England.—[Mrs. Ellis’s
Lecture to Young Ladies.

Prrysiorogrcal Fact.—A surgeon in the U. 8.
Army, recently desired to know the most common
cause of enlistments. By permission of the captain of
the company, containing hfty-five, on a pledge never
to disclose the name of any officer or private except as
a physical or metaphysical fact, the true history was
obtained of every man. Oan investigation, it appeared
that nine-tenths enlisted on account of some female
cdifficuity ; thirteen of them had changed their names,
and foriy-three were either drunk. or partizlly so at the
ume of their enlistment.  Most of them were men of
| fine talents and learning, and 2bout one third had once
been in elevated stations in life. Four had been lan-
yers, three doctors, and three munisters.  The expen-
menter believes, if it were not for his pledge of secrecy,
that this would be as interesting a history, and would
exhibst the frailty of human nature as fully as any ex-
perimcats ever made on the subject of the passions.

THE CITY OF VENICE.

! Yenice is a lubyrinth. There is no city like it in all
. the world. It always was an cnintelligible place, and
1t is still uninteilible. It contains a population of

there were no Tess then 228, Of bndges, chiefiy of

: marble, there are 306, and small communicating strects

' the majority do not exceed 8.
and made himself periectly nappy for two hows, treat-

among the clothes which had been thrown off by Ben- ,
jamun, her husbaad, and found the pawnbroker’s cetti- -
Then, while Benjamin snored sonorously, she .

At night he put on his boots, !

_other canals are wide enough, but the widest stieet is
, not more than 10 to 12 feet from house to house, ai.d
Herses are unknown,
and the largest animatl to be seen is a dog. The foun-
" dation of the city commenced in 402, when the Vene-

tians fled to the Lagunes, before the invading army of

Alaric, the Goth. The city is built upon 72 small Is-
" lands, with pile and stone foundations for the buildings.

‘The church of * Santa Marie-de la Salute”” was con-
"structed in 1531, as u monument of thanksgiving for
the cessation of a great pestilence, and rests upun one
million two hundred thousand piles. This chuich cun-
tains 125 statutes.

It is said that in Venice there are thousands who
never saw a hill, or a wood or an ear of corn growing,
or a vineyard, or a green field, or even a horse and
carriage. The canals are traversed by gondolas, a
| 8pecies of canoe, twenty-five feet long, with a little
. cabin in the centre, sufficiently spacious for the accom-
! modation of from 5 to 10 persons. These gondolas and
i their furniture and equipments are ali black, and when
they move upon the water they have the appearance of
floating hearses. The black cloth which is thrown
over tke cabin top is fringed with tassels, and exactly
resembles a funeral pall.—Cor. N, ¥. Commercial.
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THE TOMATO.

This plant or vegetable, sometimes called Love
Apple, or Jerusalem Apple, which belongs ta the
same genus with the potato was first found in
South America. The use of this food is said to
have been derived from the Spaniards. It has
been long used also by the French and Italians.
The date of its introduction to this country is un-
known. It is said that the tomato has heen nsed
in some parts of Illinois for more than fifty years.
its introduction to our tables, as a canlinary vege-
table, is of a recent date. Thirty years ago it
was hardly known, but as an ornament to the
flower garden, and for pickling. It is now cul-
tivated in all parts of the country, and found eith-
er in & cooked or a raw state on most tables, In
warm climates it is said they are more used than
in nerthern, and have a more agreeable tast. Itis
now used in various partts of the country in soups
and sauces, to which it imparts an agreeable and
acid fllavor; and is also stewed and dressed in
various ways, very mach admired, and many
people consider it a great luxury. We ofren hear
it said that a relish for this vegetable is an vnac-
quired one scarcely any person liking it. It has,
indeed, within a few years come into very gene-
ral use, and is considered a particularly healthy
atticle. A learned nedical professor in the West
pronounces the tomato a very wholesome food in
; various ways, and advises the daily use of it.—
: He says that it is very salutary in dyspepsia and
, ipdigestion, and is a good anudote to bilious dis-
_orders, to which persons are liable in going from
| a northernto a warmet climgte. He recommends
! the use of it also in diarrhes, and thinks it pre-
| ferable te calomel. The tomato is 2 tender, her-
: baceous plant, of mak growth, but weak, fetud,
i and gluunous. The leaves resemble those of a
‘; potato, but the flowers are yellow anfl arr:m'god
‘1n large divided branches. The fruitisof 2 light
rellow and a bright red color, pendulous aud
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formed like the sqoash-shaped pepper. There
, ate smaller varieties, one pear-shaped variely,

dress of 1o iess than 2,308, The city is seven miles in circum- , and also red and yellow. These are eaten aad

the absent Mrs. Wilkuis,  These he cagerly seiged, ! ference,  The giand canal 35 nearly 300 feet wide ; - relished by many from the hand. The red aie



