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EBRU ARY, now draning ta a close, contributes its
quota to the startlingeventswbich have beeri s0 very

much in evidence since the closing montha o a st

ycar. That year drew its ast breath in an atmas.
Spiiereburcharged wvith excitemnent, and an explosion

was passible at any moment. The danger did nat diminish
during january. altbough the probable direction of the
anticipated explosion wvas changed ;and whilst February
bas wiînessed a sligbt subsidence in the feeling which the
variaus incidents, in cannection with wbst are known asthe
Venezeulan. Transvaal and Armienian questions, arouscd,
il cannaI by any means be said that the pulse of the %world
is Ilnormal." The attack was taa severe and toc, deeply
seated ta permît of a speedy recovery. and even now the
danger aisa seriaus relapse is nat passed.

The settlement ai each ai these momentous matters
really hingea upon the proper adjustment of ,national
rights" in relation ta those af bumanity, ta the demanda
ai justice, ta the requirements oi civilization.

In Turkey the Sultan and bis Ministers
National dlaim the rigbt ta govern their awn

country as

in Turkey. unr sthcy deem best. juat as the
people ai England please themaelves and

themsefves anly in the matter of governing tir country.
Acting upan this principle, ta whicb in the abstract no ex.
ception can be taken. lte Sultan of Turkey. as ail other
Sultans iromn the days ai Othnman have dolle, wagea tin
ceasing wvar upon those oi his subjecta wvho will nat admit
that Mahomet svas the prophet and the anly prophetai God.
These Ilunbclievers " or '1dogs ai Chiristians " are con.
fined mosîly ta the oullying provinces ai the Turkisli
Empire ane ai the moat important ai which is Armenia,
recently the scene ai atrocities sa diabolical in their con.
ception and sO fienclush and terrible in the execution as, un
many instances, ta prevent their narration wvith any
approacb ai delail.

Some slighb idea ai tbc extentoi theDevil'swvorkwhichi
is going on in tbis nineteenth century, aiter nineteen hunt.
dred years' preaching ai tbe gospel ai peace and love, may
be gathered fram the follawing extrsct from a recent
article written by the special correspondent ai the Lon.
don <England) Daily Telegra/'h in the district in Armenia
whicb bas been specially selected for desolation by the
Sultan's minions.

,Kurdisb brigands lifted the st cows and gaatsof the
peasants, carried away their carpets and their valuables,

Turki;b tax-gatherers followcd these. gleanin'g wb*at the
brigands bad leit, and, lest anytbing should escape their
avarice, bound the men, flogged them tilI tbeir bodies
were a bloody, mangled mass, cicatrised the wounds with
rcd bot ramrods, plucked out their beards bair by hair,
tare the flesb iram their limhs witb pincera, and aiten,
even then, dissatîsficd witb tbe financial îesulb of their
exertians, bung tbc mon wbam tbcy had thus beggarcd
and maltreated fram the raiters af the room and kep
there ta witness with bumning shame, impotent rage, an

incipient madness. the 'brutal savagery affered their
wives and their daugbters,' some of whom died miser.
ably during the bellish outrage. IlTi ndo
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fanaticism, if it were I.4t free by the other powers to
perform this service for humanity; but they dare flot act
either singly or in concert -because each is jealous of the
others. Other Ilnational rights'I would bie jeopardised
and armed interference with the Turk would but be the
precursor of a war in which the loss of humant life viould
be tenfald that which has occurred iii the massacres in
A--ena. On nlo les an authority than that of the
Prime Minister of England have we learned during the
present monthi that this la the reason thiat England and
the other powers dare not do more than try persuasion as
a means of weaning the insatiable Turk fromn bis love for
the blood and lives of the hapless Armenians. As wçell
hope ta persuade a cat that it sbould not catch and
torture mice. And we may expect ta hear of several
thousand more Ar-menians being slashed, burnt, and
tortured in every manner that Turkish deviltry can con-
ceive, before the conscience of the world is raused ta
such a pitch that the rulers of Europe wvill have no
alternative, wvhatever national rights may bie threatened,
but that of uniting. to wipe off the face cf the earth th,*
diabolically used power of the Ottoman empire. and thus
at a late hour, terminale the story of their shame, which
bas for years been written in the blood ofhelpless fellow-
creatures, the sum total af whose offending was that they
wvould not abandon their Christian faitli.

The Transvaal Republic in South Africa
In the is a country as large as Spain. l'le

Transvaal. population of white people numbers

250,000. l3y far the larger nunîber of these are Uitlanders,
or newcomets, wvbo psy nine tenths of the taxes whic!I
provide the revenue of the country, and to wvhum alone is
due the prosperous condition af the Republic to-day.
Ilut they have no voice in the govertiment of the country
their coming has saenrichied. Prac tical ly absolu te power
is vested in a government elected by i5,ooo B3oer squat-
ters, who are alone entitled ta vote.

The Boer is a relic of a past age, slow and sluggish af
temperament, listing modern improvements, regarding
wvith intense dislike and suspicion those wvbo, within the
last len years, have flocked int bis country and
developcd its resaurces. His ideal existence is ta pcssess
several thousand acres of land on wbicli bis flocl<s can
graze. He does flot attempt much in the way of cultiva.
tion ;he sleeps during the heat of the day. and every
morning and aiternoon takes a ride over his land ta see
that bis cattle are doingw~ell. The daily routine is varied
twice in the year by a great gatbering for sbooting and
hunting. Uneventful and monotanaus as is tbe lufe af the
Boer, and loving ta bie left alone in peace and quieînes
as bie does, hie is nevcrlheless quick ta respond ta the cal
ta arms when hie deems is country in danger, and that
hie is a detcrmined fighter hie proved conclusively in the
war with England fourteen years ago.

.I **

Taxation without repre'sentatian is abharrent ta evcry
Englisthman, and it was not in the nature af things ta
expect that the Uiîtlanders, in the main British and

Americans, wauld lang remiait content ta be taxed and
governed by the Boers whom tbey outnumbered four ta
anc. They did flot wisb ta subvert the constitutian ai
the country. Ail tbey desired was samething mare akin
ta equal rights than at present existed. In Jobannesburg,
practically an English city afioxo,aao people, anly 5o0

wcre allowed ta vote. Petitions for an impravement an
this state af things were contemptuously disrcgarded by
the President ai the Transvaal. Organized effort ta
secure their rights, by force if necessary, was tben
decided upon by the Uitlanders. Mines and business
bouses were closed and a partic was imminent, if it did nat
actually talte place. There was a dread ai the native
blacks taking advantage oi the confusion ta destroy the
fîves and property of the whites. It was this tbat
prampted Dr. Jameson ta lead bis Soo armed men into
the Transvaal cauntry-not ta take part in a rebell ion,
but ta pratect the lives ai several tbousand men, wvomen
and cbildren, bis owvn countrymen. wbo, he had been
given ta understand, wvere in grave danger.

l'le last days af 1895 witnessed the moat startling.
mast regrettable, yet, withal, mast fascin ating, episode in
the annais af modern military exploits. Outnumbered
five ta anc. surrounded by evcry disadvantage, flgbting
at ter being twenty. four houra witbout food or sleep, Dr.
Jamesan and bis heraic band held out until the last ai
theammunition wasexhausted, and then thegallant leader
yielded.

As a violafar of
the national rights
ai the misgoverned
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and wvho, later, rAUL, KRtUr.Et,
fought against their l'reakîibt of the Traneail ReIeIIic.
motherland soaner
than submit ta taxation without representation. History
speaks not af these as rebels or evil-docrs, and neither
will history in years ta camte speak ai Dr. Jameson's
raid as other than the gallant actaif a brave man anxious
ta save the lives ai innocent people pl2ced in danger as a
direct result of the lyranny and ignorance ai an irres-
ponsible gaverninent. And the pity oi it wsas bie failed !

Had Dr. Jameson succeeded. the Transvaal ques-
tion wvauld bave prabably been settled by naw, wvitu
that tyrannical Government wvell in the background.
But lie failed: and another burntng issue canfronted
the statesmen of Europe.

INational rigbts " vere again endangered. ThecEm-
peror ai Germany expressed bis opinion in a manner
particularly distasteful ta the English people. England
responded witb a spectactular object.lesson on the pro-
bable results ai interference wibh bier affaira by Germany
or any other power. WVhilst repudiating Dr. Jameson's
action in leading an armed farce into the territary ai a
friendly foreign pawer, Englsnd is nat prepared ta admit
the rigbt ai others ta dictate ta the Government ai bbe
Transvaal bow bbey shaîl deal with England in the future.
The Flying Squadron brought home the trutb of tbis ta
Germany and that couniry's activities have been curbcd
for the time being,

Dr. Jameson is now in England awaiting bis trial for
the offence with wbich bie is cbarged In the meantime,
Mr. joseph Chamberlain, England's Secretary ai State
for the Colonies, is seeking ta soothe the ruflled feelings
ai the Boers, and at the saine time secure for the Uit-
landers some ai tbe privileges. tbc denial ai whicb bitherto
was responsible for tbe recent disturbances. How far
be will succeed is yet ta be seen. His efforts ta pramote
barmany and peacc belctcn the Doers and Uilanders
bave, within the last iew days, received considerable
assistance in a most unexpected manner. On the 20tbl ai
the mantbat j aliannesburg, a terri flc'explosion ai dynamnite


