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“PRACTICAL IEDICINZ

TINCTURE OF -DIGITALIS -AND CHLO-
RAL HYDRATE IN DELIRIUM TRE-
MENS.

By E. Cuaxsxry, M.D., Boaton.

Having in the course of twenty odd years,
geen numerous cases of deliriom tremens under
varions kinds of treatmens, it is with peculiar
pleasure that I record the following very remark-
able success as & result of chloral hydrate in con-
junction with tincture of digitalia.

Mr. B, a Scotchman. aged ihirty, accustomed
to army life, was for many years connected with
the Indian service “in the west. During this
time he acquired the habit of using aleobolic
drinks, which bas followed him till & few months
ago, when he was induced to reform. He got on
very well for a ttme, when the old appetite was
aroused in him by the thoughtless use of some
light bear which ke made and sold in connection
with his other business, and in which there was a
free amount Sanford’s ginger. Strongdrink was
now called for, ana, becoming incapable of casty-
ing on his buisness, “ he went on a time. " Al-
cohol became more snd more the substitute for
food, till his system decame poisened, his tongue
parched and swollen, his face congested, his breath
foetid and he could neither eat nor slesp. When
1 first saw him, he had neither taken food nor
slept for nearly a week, and rejected everything
which was put into hiz stomach; his wind was
-greatly agitated, and kis whole muscular system
was in a state of continual unrest. His pulse

~a3 feeble and frequent, amounting to 120, and
@ld not be counted at the wrist on account of
iy commotion among the tendons. He had
tsen bromide of potassium, without effect, before
myisit. A strong mustard plaster was applied
%0 ‘e pit of his stomach ; when well under way,
fifn groins of chloral were given and, in
twoly.minutes, twenty drops tincture digitalis.
Thes were both retained and bad a favourable
effectpon the tremors. Ten minutes after the
digita:, a dose of thirty grains of chloral zoon
brougton a sleep of three hours, when has awoke
with vesf to his trembling and in a much beiter
state of ind. A raw egg and some milk were
then giv, with another portion of digitalis, and,
in a shorime, thirty grains more of the chloral.

From th time, he off into a sleep of

many howand awoke refreshed The digitalis

was given e ; times & day for sevoral days, part-

Iy to modetg the pulse which remained ata

hundred, b mainly for its eliminating effects

upon the kidys ; and small doses of the chloral
as occasion juired. An infusion of quassia
with a return golid food, as hisappetite requir-
ed and bis sttach would bear, completed the
cuve, which, tah all in all, was the most satis-

factory that couhgve been desired.

This was not.ase caused by leaving off his
_cups, but the dirt result of their excessive uze.

From the momerhe came under treatment he

was not allowed amher drop, except what was

in his digitalis. Tl he would have recovered

without treatment i\iite doubtful, since he was

then in a gradwallyinking condition and had

not for dars taken 8 \gthful of food which he
\

did not instantly reject, cven a teaspoonful of milk
being as qnickly rejected as it was swallowed,
though it is possible that he might have been
sustained by natritions injections till the alcoho-
lisin wore away. * Opiom was obviously conira-
indicated by tho parched mouth and foctid breath,
for whatever advantage might have been hoped
for from sleep, which it might be expected to give |lin.
wouid have been more than offset by the increas-
ed retention of the alcoholic poison and other ef-
fete matter which required to be eliminsted.
The chlorsl then to produce aleep and to quiet
the nervous agitation, and the digitalis te reduce
the frequency of the heart's action and to promote
elimination by the kidneys, was evidently the ra-
tional indication, which the results fully justified.
The mustard over the pit of the stomach and a
small dose of chlorzal at first were necessary, in
order that the first dose might be retained and
prepare the way for a full dose which could not
given at once. Moderate doses of chloral, to be
reseated a8 circumstances justify, are all that any
case of deliriam tremens is liksly to require, xince,
as Dr. Murchison thinks, there are grounds to
believe that thelexsisting impurities of the blood
in zuch a case favour the action of the chloral by
ita more speedy -conversion into chloroform.—
{Boston Medical aud Surgical Journal

GOAT'S MILK.

Dr H. MacCormac maintains that goat's milk
may be abstracted from the living animal, and
transferred at once to the infant's stomach, by
means of & tube provided with an artificial nip-
ple. In this way, it is thought, the mortality
hitherto attendant on artificial lactation may be
greatly diminished,

ON THE BRAIN.

Professor Ferrier delivered a lecture in the
Bection of Biology, at the British Association for
the Advancement of Science, On the Localiza-
tion of the Functious of the Brain, ” in which he
stated the results of a series of experiments which
ho had conducted during the last year upon the
brains of living animals by means of a small elec-
trical machine. His first object kad been to sti-
mulate the brain, with a view of ascertaining
whether, in opposition to the theory of Brown
Séquard, he could in this way produce activity
of the brain. In carrying on these experiments,
he had dealt with cats, dogs, rabbits, guinea pigs,
fish, a jackall, and a monkey; and bad obtained
results which led to_the discovery of an entirely
new system of phrenology. Applying the elec-
trical stimulus to certain convolutions of the
brain of the infeior manimals, he almost
invariably produced certain motions——thas estab-
lishing the existence of a close connection be-
tween those portions of the brain and the action
of particular muscles. Pursuing bis investiga-
tions, he also established a similar connection be
tween other portions of the brain and the senses
of hearing, seeing, and speaking; and speculation
enabled him to guess, with tolerable accuracy, ay
those parts of the brain which were the sest of
thought, memoryand scosation.—Dublin Meds.

cal Press and Circular.

HEDICAL NEWS.

Cholera baz appearsd at Antwerp and Rotterdam. =
At the former port Sficen deaths ont of a total of thirty
cases have occurred.

‘Wa regret to bave to reconl the death, from hepatic-
cancor, of Dr. Robert William Smitn, for many years
Regmn Profussor of Surgery in the Ummuty of Dub-

Small-pox ia said to be steadily on the increase im.

Montreal, and complaint iz reade that the city authori-
ties are not tdking any steps to prevent it from extend-
ing into an epidemio.
Typhoid fever, superinduced by well contamination,
has broken out in the meighbourhood of Wellington,
Herefordshire, thirty cases baving already been report.
ed. It is said that the district is utterly uuprovided
with any system of @rainage.

The Hospital Sundsy movemment is making marked.
progress in Manchester, From a report issued, it ap-
pears that while in 1872 the amoint raised wea 6971
pounds, the collections for the current year have reach-
od 8666 pounds.

The town of Faridabad, mcar Delhi, is saffering from
a fatal form of diseans, which at first was thought to
ba cholera, but is now said to be fever accomrpanied by
diarrhea and vomiting. The mortality, according to
the latest returns, bad reached the enormous rate of 110
deaths per 1000,

The entrics at the German nmvmnhu for the year
18734 are 7467; 3904 bungforthe winter, and 3563
for the summer seasi The 1 of dical stn-
dents 2479. The total aumber is 851 less than the pre-
vious year, thers beinga fnl.lmg-oﬂ' of 444 in the medi-
cal entrios slove.

An advertisement was manﬂy irserted by the au.
thorities of & xmall hospital in the scoth of London for
a secrefary, who, in retutn for five hours’ work a day,
was offered & salary of 150 pounds. It is interesting to
know that the answera to the advertisement exceeded
300 in bor, and g the applicants were a colonal
in the army and s titled member of s noble family.

There is to be another medical college in Philadelphia
—the Medical Department of Lincoln Unive.aity. This
inatitution, located at Oxford, Chester county, Pannayl.
vanis, was etablished some years sgo, and is rapidly
growing in importance. It is intended uxcecially to
meet tho edocational wants of the negro, ongolian,
snd Indian races, The medical department ia now fully
organized, and its early removal to Philadelphis is con.
templated, where the students will have the advantage
of clinical instruction in one or two of the prominant
hospitals. An effgrt is now being msde to raise funda
for establishing & diapensary and hospital in connection
with the department, sand the indications are that the
effort will be attended with success. There is no hos-
pital in Phlladelphia for the exclusive use of coloured
poople, and the promisent and wealthy. citizens among
them will, no doubt, make generous contribations to,
and use their inflcence on behalf of the object.

The announcement of the death of Mr, Crace Calvert,
F.B.S,, of Manchestor, will not be received without
great regret by those to whom he was known as &3 en-
ergstic and fraitfal labourer in the ficld of pure and ap-
plied science.. To the public at largs and to aanitarians
Mr. Calvaert is chiefly known as the author of improve-
ments in the production cf carbolic acid, which have
led to its extenslve use as an antiseptic and dizinfecting
agent. It has proved also to be a therapeutio agen’ of
no moall value. It is by this, probably, that Mr. Cal-
vert will be best known. His reaearches, however, ex-
tended over a wide field, and included the investigation
of many abstrast researches, and oo one occasion he
nearly fell a victim to an explosion occurringdaring the
prosecution of experiments in the production of sulphu-
ric acid, His death was due to the sequela of typhoid
fever contracted rocently in Vieons, while ho was stay--
ing there in the discharge of his duty as a juror at the
Intermationsal Exhibition.




