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The rate per hundred thousand inl 1908 wvas the highiest knowvn in
the United States, being 21.8, against the 18.8 of i907. This figure is
a gain of more than one point over tie exceptionally higli rate in 1904
of 20o.7. The census of 1910, correcting estimates of population for
intercensal years, may show, Mr. Hoffman says, that the actual rate
may be higher than the apparent rate. From every point of view, moral,
social and economnic, the increase in the suicide rate, he flnds, is one of

-the most alarming and suggestive phienomena of the presenit day.
In New York the increase has been about the same as in the country

as a whole. In 1898-igo7 there 'vere 4,710 suicides, or 20.8 per ioo,-

23.7 per iooooo. Brooklyn's~~o increase wsmc ialr ntepro

The tables of the suicide rate in the sixty-five cities show that sui-
cides are more frequent in the larger cities than in the smaller ones.
The increase is also greater in western and southern cities than in nord'
Atlantic and north central chties.

t The analysis of causes of individual cases of suicide reveals that
the increase of suicidai tendency affects particularly the weil1-to-do,
prosperous, and bctter educateci clcmcnts of the population more than
it does the unfortunate, ignorant and poor. The close connection of
crime and suicide, particularly in the cases anion- the wealthy, is
pointed out.

More grave than these cases of wvhere men of lîigh position chose
self-infiicted deathi to escape punishmieit are the sure signs of mental
and physical deterioration which have been found, especially of those
wvho have come to the cities from the country. The opportunities in the
city for excitenient and temiptation cause nervous di-,,-ases and material,
moral and spiritual discontent.

* The suicides of tlîe .%ealthy and well-to-do, are of special importance
to insurance comipanies. This class is aIlvays hecavily insured, and the
suicide of any one nian niay entail a hecavy burden on a company. He
suggests a special care in framing suicide clauses in policies, as it alwvays
wvill be a diflicuit tliing, to sa-feg-uard against suicide experience by only
imrnring rislc selection.

For this tendency towvards increase in tic rnmber of tiiose wvho coin-
mit suicide tiiere are no doubt good reasons. The state of frenzied
finance and the mand desire to get rich at ail costs take a prominent
place among tic causes. A man robs a corporation and pays his credi-

4 tor.s by taking lus owvn life.


