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the lever 3 times, ‘total 27 ; thaking the- avera.ge abouit 1 in 608 ‘deli-
weries. Accordmg to this calculation, most ‘physicians in pnvateA
practice wonld require to use them but seldom, -as, supposing an
individual to attend 4,000 cases in the ‘course of his life, which'is
. greater number than falls to the lotof most men, the forceps -or
lever would be necessary in little more than six cases. I consider’
the forceps, when used with prudence, a most valuable ‘instrument ;
but its -utility is greatly lessened by the injury so frequently inflicted
on'the patient, by having recourse to it where 7o instrument ‘is
mecessary : but much more so by using it where, in my mind, it is
not only inapplicable, but highly dangerous to- the patient’s
safety.”’ .
But it may be ob;ected to the frank acceptance of Collins’
rules for our guidance at the present time, that the childbed mor-
tality under such rules must have been very high. It was far other-
wise. After giving an account of the measures adopted to banish
or guard against puerperal fever, he says : * Of 10,785 patients de.
livered in the Hospital subsequent to this period only 38 died,
which is nearly in the proportion [of 1 in every 186 ; the lowest
mortality, perhaps, on record in an equal number of a similar class-
of females.” Another objection which naturally darises to what
some might call procrastination in the-management of labour is the
high death rate among the children born under such circumstances ;
but Collins supplies us with full and exact information on this
subject, and the infant mortality is surprisingly small. He says :
“ The total number of children born was 16,654, of these 284 died
previous to the mother leaving the hospital. This is nearly in the:
proportion of 1 in 5814, which must be considered a moderate
mortality under any circumstances ; however, when itis considered
that this included not only all the deaths that occurred in children
‘born prematurely, and in twins, but also every instance where the
heart even acted or where respiration ceased in.a few seconds after
birth, the proportion of deaths becomes #7¢#ng indeed. Of the
284 deaths, 100 were premature deliveries.”

The Influence of the Introduction of Ancesthetics~The intro-
{duction of anzsthetics into midwiféry practice marks the opening of
such an era that every mod1ﬁcauon of the obstetric art ‘within the
first’ penod sinks into mszgmﬁcance Time permits me only to in«
dxcate, not to’fully. det:nl ‘the modifications of practice durmg that
time.  ‘We find, “for ‘éxample, that’ Smelhe was rather attracted by
the use of the forceps, and then he ‘and his pupxls initiated: a-mode of
pracuce which - came: dangerously niear’ to-'abuse.. The work of .
Willidth: ‘Huntér, who piblished his ‘Andtomy’of- the Gravid Ute:



