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nhlfeld wraps his patients in “oollen blanlxets a broad to“ el being tled
:qround the body at the level of the elbows and another ‘at the knees,
.to secure the coverings. ' A hypodermic of: morp]na is .given una the -
: .pat1ent }\ept free as possﬂ)le from all disturbance in a warm, well ven-
' tilated Toom. He rnports a mortality of only 6. 20 per cent. in a senes
,'ot 32 cases. "
, Renal decapsu]atmn has been recently sug; csted by Edebohls as being
'v"of value in the treatment of eclamptic anuria. He reported, eighteen -
"months ago, a case of post partum eclampsia treated by this means. -
,.'The anuria was' overcome, Do more convulsions followed the operatlon
- and the patient made a good recovery. .
" Sippel, in April last, ‘making a post mortem section on .an cchmptlc
‘was impressed by the evident tension of both renal capsules. On slit-
ting up the capsule of both kidncys the remal substance seemed. to
escape under pressure, while the capsules retracted, the condition being
comparable to glancoma. He. suggested, as'a result of this observation,
the employment of. nephrotomy in anuric. eclamptlc cases, .evidently
unaware of Edebohls’ case. : -
Recently Edebohls - has’ perfmmed decapsulatxon two days before,:
delivery and clmms a br1111ant success. - The case was in’ the 38th week
- of. pregnancy. - Twins were dlao-nosed but 360 c.c. of urine containing |
, fom-tﬂnth: per cent. of urea was passed in 24 hours preceding opera—
tion. - The general. condition was grave, and the amaurosis severe. The -
kldneys svere. found enlarged, the capsules bemg loosely: wrapped around
them, there being no ev1dence *of tension. " The kidney, sulfaceq pre-;
sented a “dlrtv-trrev turbid, sluggish and stagnant appearance The.
. operation took but 45 minutes to perform. ,
. For 24 hours after the operation there was complete supp1esswn of.
‘urine; then diuresis began, 1,000 c.c. was measured, besides which a
' latge quantity cscaped into the bed in' the sceond 24 hours, and the
© sight greatly improved. * Then labour hegan an’deas uneventful except:
. for'a slight convulsion, and two attacks of twitching. He states that
* during the four or five. days succeeding. the delivery there was a “per-
© feet deluge of urme ‘the’ qmntlty of sohds and urea contained being
simply enormous.” ' ‘
I can find no record of Slppel’s suggestion having becu aeted upon
_ in Germany, but trust that encouraged by Edebohls success, reports of
further investigation of the value of this procedure may be forthcoming.:
The third point in the-treatment of the cclamptic is the important
~ cne of dealing with the pregnancy. ‘
The conservative element, as here stated, leaves the case to nature,
at least until the os is dilated or casily dilatable, when delivery by



