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conumon sense and prevents good conduet. -%V kîîow lte
contrary lobe the casc,at lcast, lu rnany institutions asprovcd
hy the cvcîxtftil enreer of several of our nîiost clistinguishied
,citizcns. Wc xvili not refur to, tic sticcess of inany able
l3ritislh statesmnen wvho becarne eniint ns inca of busi-
ness bclbre entering publlic lifc after liaviiixg comnplctcd

colleg- course; lbit we viii nicrcly recali %vlîat wvns sai
by Principal Dawvson, in his inaugural addrcss, iliat the
înajority of the sticcessfill ierchants of Boston have erra-
duiated in Hlarvard College, and join ivith hiini in the expres-
sien of our sinccrcst hiopes thiat flot only McGili College but
titat ail othier colleges wviIl be te Canada iii ilat respect,
wliat Harvard Coilegea lias bccn to thc city of Boston.

PIERR1E J. 0. CitiAJvEAku.
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VIII. (;EoGiEAriY. Bv Assr.NRoI».

1l. 1V/*tcit is lte value of a preliminary course, (Vorcursus,)
intended exdlusively for expli niujg tte fundanmental conceptions?

Those conceptions are indispensable; but to bring thier ail
toehrin an cspecial course and te promise tlie' te furthler

inistruct i, is a pe agogical mistake, more inexcusable, in propor-
linas the course is more cxtended and abstract. In UIc saine

measure as instruction procecds, tire detail and quantity of accurate
geographical notions may increase. But the bcgiinîîîng is suffi-
ciently takcn up by the firsi and niost general of tlieni, whviich arc
to bc inmecliately applied. Excessive and premnatîîre expanîsiont is
Zin*uriaus intead of useful. Mucli more is te be g.iined by actuai

obsrvation of the elemnenîs of the tieighboriîîg- lauidecapr,, wî:hi a
view of frequent application afterNwartl.2

12. WIha are the practical details requisitc in geog,ýrqphy.
There is inuch b be observed, coînpared, undistool, dedticed,

combined, impressed, represented. Viese, thereffire, must ho
caret! for, iiîrteaching. The means cf observation ou,"ht to bc rîsed
in manifold ways, in order te gain, thit most crîct image of the
nature and life of flie countries, and te illustrate and fix ile ramle
by ail sorts of proper comparisoiîs of tire poitioîis treated.

The teacher's, sintemenîs sbould be clear, careful, stimuiatiiîg,
graphie, aiit definite; oughlt to leave the rnap only exceptionaliy;
aiid should be adapied to lix the image in the pupil's miînl. ile
ilxust shoo v how to draw conclusions~ froingvnntrlcniiii
te infcr elcînenîs from given relaint trivser terel ati fIlle
nei-"Iborhoo(td itn courîfries, andr to conmbinie partial notions

"te whle.So far, the teacrer's %vor], is substaîitially f lat of
communicationi. More readiiig, or uninterrupteci talking, tiocs îlot
in the leasf accomplish the rig!it %votl, of geographical isruction.

The iîext importanît object la driiling, by a reýeated review iii
tre saie order, or by ail apropriate course over sirnilar fields, by
exlîibiting suflicient representations of abjects 'vhicli can bc iii-
pressed only mechanicaliy, by irragiiiary tr-avels %viii or vitliotit
the inap, by dr4tviiz~ maps frein mernory, by vritten aiswvers Io
principal questions ietc. Hence, if follotvs tîlat teachiiîg gengrapliy
requires manifoldi efforts, aîîd that the teacher muqt bc a gotlt geo-
grapher and an able teacher, to bo very sur.cessfril.

13. JVMIpolilion in geographical instruction is due in reading
from thte rnap? .

At presenf it is nîo loînger sufricierit, vriti texr-book iii lîaîîd, to
mnerely point on tfli i;tp, 'vhat is spoken of in the book,-sittîatioîi
and bogundaries of counrties, beds of rivers, cliains of mouintains,
Placc,; of ities, etc. The $cachier mnu t knowv lio te read mails,
and Io tench t hem; i. e., îiot oniy to describe wvhat figures and fi
'vhat ordoer and coiiîction they .;tand on the map, but Io traiîslal--
the map, line by fine, into the real world, in order that titis be faitil-
faiiy impresscd in tiie mind, to bc at any time reconstructed fromn

il. lie litust lintierbtaiid lthe culitelits aiid înodîrîîig of the Ilierogi>)-
lhiies of tho ap, anid kîiulow tu cmliibit tlruîîî ii «it ortierl) aiir
apiprolîriatu wa3*, liq -.'e rend a book. lit reading a book, il doqs
îîot stifficc to fid ont Ille k.îters, to t omprelîiîd the sîingle %words

iid lîir conceptionîs, but tice wliole idea lnU"t bc clearly iidelrb-
toori aîîd reprodaeed. 'Thi stuidy uf tfliic, mauglît te reiîuer a great
deal cf tic usual contîents ot the gcourapiial lext-books (fuite
superilluous, fInit the pripil may îîct cliiîg slat ishly te lit( dent!
letters cf tlic text book, but n1ay depeild oir tige livel) pieture ut a
gcod min). (Sec llormnai aiîd S)ydcw% oit readiiig nmaIs.)

14. IJ/îat is t/he ralie of te " comparative mctncd Il (flac/uing
geography ?

If thc uîîaterial %v'ire sZIle tlîaî ail parts of' il slîoîîld bc lcariri
cjItite separately fi uni ecdi othier, il %vorid not bc wvortln %vhiic t l ise
ilis înetnod ; for Ille gai:. iii mental ciîltivaîioi wvorld lie sxs
But since îiînmerous conditions are tlîe sainl- or ziinil-.îr iii iaîy
cotnîries, il is iîatnîral, even 'for externally faeilitating Ilie guider-
standrinîg, te try, hy coîîpariîg tlîcm wvitli fîose of otilier cotintries,
Io kiiow tue nature of* buili enuntries aiid tue effeet cf tîruse cuîidi-
tlions oit nature. Situatioin, boundary, size, elevation, wateriiig,efi:nate, prodrîce, popuîlationî, meaîîs of commerce anud travel, etc.,
aiid înany oilier subjeets, are suitable for comparisons. The conl-
prrrisoiî iî,elf is air excellent introduction te the abject, induces
more acule observationîs, memory, reflectioui, a sagacbouis delectioiî
of différences, and becomnes thîus an efficient mez-n-s otf ctltivatiîig
tlîe minri. It is titis %vhiclt înakesgeograpli), a refresliîg as %veli
as scientifie exorcise of tlic id; silice t le mastcriiîg oîf a more
or less exîciîded scietîtifie apparatus is bolli a neaiîs aiid an enîd.
Hcoweiter, evein in a smnall spiiere anI ut the first bicgitnîing, tliesr
coin pgrisous may bc user!, and tîrcî, as thle student's lroriZoi gi-a -
cItual l expands, tlroy wvill becomne more varions, attractive aîîd
inîstruictive, anîd %viil preserve the mind from that fragmenta-y and!
niehiaiîicai learning, by wvlicli the enîd cant not bc attaincd.

15. 5V/tû success inay lie eaTected front, geographical picureea
M:rps are but symbols of reai nture : they represeiît by a lniviu-

giypluc type. a number cf natuiral elemtents for large territories, Nvilt-
oui being able lu represent correctly the real objtecta cf sînail arcasi.
But, a %-.elI-desigiîcd and eifficient.) copions collection of vivid auJt
correct pictures, ou anli appropriahe scale, %vell colored, containiiig
rîioutitains, valleys, plaints, rivers, w'oods, prairies, fieldls, lieouses,
bridges, slîips, meni, agnmais, etc. ; or a choico collection reprcsit-
ing flic cooperating elements of niature in the most vartous places,
iin ail zones, %voulI bU ini a Itigli degroe instructive for Ille more
advanced cliolars. Thon Ille e)(! miglît survey, flic %iole lanîd-
scap,ý,e cf niimra and hgirnan life in ifs muttualiiy, and crnîectioîî.
.ur! %vould brin-, irear lte ciaraeteristirs of Ilie must distant coutil-
riesQ rîarer titan is possible by the most viviti descripfion iii words
%vitii tue map or.iy. For bc"iiiners , such pictures worild be
rlistractiîig; but, af ait ailvaiîce~ period of insItrîeioii, siotlriig cocîri
bc more îîsofîil. Thcy %vould eiliven Irle oral descriptionîs, and
tiii impression wvouila en dure fur lîfe. Willi titis eouivictioui, :oime
editors of maps, (sec Vogel's Ai las,> have reiicwed tire illustrationis
of m;ips. coînuloî ii the middle of the pasf centlury, Uy une means
merely for mere oriarnent, and have aglded niargitial rlcsigiis froîn
the iialîral history of Ilic %vendc. Evern hi natem.-tico aiid plîy-
sçico-geog-rlitical maps, (sec iBergîtaus' Pirysical Atlas,) tlîis idca is

16. 5V/tt is 1te caluc nf t/te so-ciUed dia racteristic pic1itres.
(CnAnil.%CTEuRInLnxn?)

If nmny ba said, brielly, ilat the geograpical Ch/aracterbilder,
i. e., cliaractcristic representations or deecriptioris cf certain nlistricte.
afI'orrl a rensible vicw of ftie real lîfe of nîature, by developing, as
u~n a siiîtle oliaracterisîic locality of the globe, l'y the lise of

eeetfoî e -ehir, with çome miodifications, tire toiality of
titis fle iii ils varions respects and ilationîs. By a %%veli-2eeced
-liccossiori of sucli roprcsentatioiis, the sections, as il were, of a
picture of Irle vrole cartlî, are guiven, aud may afternvar1 bejoined
jitu a whiole. If tlîoy arc writi ably andi scnsibly, fhey have,
besidcs tîrcir geographiicai importailce, a zgrcat influeniceon oesthietic
ait] lingrîistic cducatioîî. It mifflît bc quèstioned ivlietlier iiear or
distant corntiries arc to be choeciî, sincu flie latter contalit lti
g-reator iiumber of uiîknuivii ihiîgs; but piactical toacliors %vîl!
;îrefer Io betriiv itlî whIat lies nearest, andi niust, therefore, be ino.%t
inîpoitant for every oee; as maroover titis mat erial coîîfaiîîs enougli
to Uc Icarned by a begiiîner. (See Vogei's and Grube's -"Char-
acterbilder.)

17. JVhat position shtould be allotecd to t/te gogCrap/ty 0f d,,ili-
..at fou, (ailturgeog-ropue ?)

It ls nol the earth, %vih ils lite, but mail upon il, %vith his Ilec.
whiclr is mosf interestirîg Io man. Tue former interesfs us only out
account of ibs intimafe connection witt the latter. To explain fhis


