
MlANIFESTATION OF THE SUPERNA TURAL. 309

Is the life recorclec in the Gospels, realiy a furthcr evolution of
the same supernatural agrency, traceable in ottai-d nature and in
rman ? Wc have to do hcre with. the trustwvorthy accounit of a
real life. In the wvritings of the early Christian agfes, thecre is ample
confirmation of this. Evcn apart frorn these, the fourfold record
cannot be explained, exccpt on thc supposition that it is a record
of facts. Every attemnpt to explain it othcrwisc breaks clown. Lt
surpasses the powers of litera-,ry invention. It treats of an age too
advanced for the annials to be mythical. There wvas not sufficient
time before the Gospels %vere ivrittcni for the formation of
lcgrends, nor do they bear the charactcr of such wvritings. More-
over, if legendary, that fact could hardly have remnainecl unknowvn,
alikec to those accepting, and those rejcctingr therm. That Christi-
anity wvith its literary basis in the Scriptures, and its centre in
Christ, is a furthicr stage in the evolution of supernatural acncy,
may be establishied by showing that in it, the divine attributes
alrecady- traceable again appear, but noiv in essentially higher form,
and furthermore, that ail these manifestations are doininatcd by
the supr-ciely griacions purpose, of recdcemning mnankind throughi
sel f-sacrifice.

Connccted wvith the life of Christ is noticeable an exercise of
supernatural power, essentialiy highler thain hiad been mnanifestcdI in
outward nuature ndin inan. he products of this power, whecn
ecxer-cised oirer physical nature, are designatedl miracles. These
consist of occurrences in the sphecre of niature, which can be ac-
couinted for, necithier by the ordinarv uniformnities known as laws of
nature, nor by the agency of mnan, but a-ce prodchcd iii ackn-iowlecgcd
obedience to the wvill of God, and for ends w'orthy of Hlmn. he
possibility of such evenitscdocs violence to no ncces.-uy principle of
thought, and miust bc granted by ail who aickiowledge tha-.t there is
a Divine ]3eing, corsodn to the diiclosures otherwisc nade.
To doubt this possibility would uiccssitaýte the conception of a
su pernatural agency acting ailtogictlier by nccssity: of nature, a
ceoiccption at variance alike with the initelligenice and moral grovern-
ment of the Stipremc ]3cin«. Sncb Tacts as the begiiniig of
or-gaiei lifey, andi of rational cxistciice arc not, consistenit wvith the
iipossibility of m.-iracles. Not only so, it is antcccdcnitly probable
that occurrences of this na-ýture ,%,oulçl accomplanyý snch a work as
tlic rcdemption of rnini-izid througlh thec sel f-on-ininunication of


