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—that thoy, liko'we are, may bo “TILLED | wiso unto ealvation. Thq&
‘with alt JOY and PEACE it belioving, %. n, | theso-vlows.is anquestionable, for religion is
—Star in the West said io bo a knowledgo of God and his Son:
. lovo to God anl man,~tight feeling and right

action. A nu]m is; roligiousather%for(;. jl}st in
) roportion.ns he s wise and good,~he Is ro-
Roligion is Goodnet, ) rigigus ‘in proportion as bis gﬂoul is brought
A distinguished ‘infidel onco said, with f | under tho influence of the goepel.  Thus Wo
wmentul degree of teuth, that #f we are told | read, * Whoso lovoth isborn of God, By this
a man s religions, wo atill ek, whataro his  shall ull men know thet vo aro my disviples,

wo are right in|

* frequently-sought it for the purposo of gratify-

.morals? A similar remark was onco mado to |
moeby un intoligent and oxeellent limitarian ‘
cergyinae.  In confitmation of what 1 havo |
suid respecting tho prevalenco of n roligion
which Knd no connvxion wWith goodness, ho
remarked, that somo people scom to to havo |
moro religionthan goodness, and others inore |
goodness thun religion. I was glad todind a
clergyman of such respectability, holglinl; the
yelation ho did, propared to speah ontivith so '
thitteh deoigion ahd boldnces agalnst the spuri-
ous, affucted picty of tho present ago. I was
also glad tb .find him ready to mensura a
man's roligion, ndt by the sadness of his
countenanco, the longth of his prayors, his
«assont to dogmas, or his party zeal, Yot by his
odness; by tho righteonsness of s bie; by |
1is deolls of moroy and love, by his rcgard'
for tnith and principle; by his rerdiness to
ohdf thocommiands of God.

How this mock religion over gained stch

ourrency and sceured such an influence in the
schurel, I am wholly unablo to eanceive: for
sure'L am that it hns no authority in tho Holy
‘Scriptureg, neitherbas it any practical valuo
‘or any powor to confer hni)pmcss.

Theo religion of whioh I speak, 18 supposed

todwaoll ag a secret “ith a ccrtain part of
Christondom. ‘Thoso towhom this secrot has
beon entrusted, claim a superhuman excel-
lenee, an exolusivo right to the Christian namo
and tho favorof God.  Itis said to come upon
‘thém fn a mysteriousmannor,to have dropped |
down from tho skies in an uncxpected moment,
and to oxist within them in a stato entirely
soporate and distinct from the general conduct
‘of theunderstanding.

It isulso supposed to bo something alto-
gother inoxplicable,—an cnigma which can-
notbaoxpleined. So mysterious and wonder-
ful is this xeligion,-that pcople have not un-

ing thoir curiosity. I am anxious to.knoy
whas this scoret is, say many who havo-gone
to tho anxiousbench, and submittedtotho regi-
mon requisite to secure this heavenly visitant,
.this divino sfflatus. | “Ilike your preaching,”
said a Iady.-to mo_gneo; “my -reason teachea
me that you preach tho truth, @y hoart hag
boon .doeply affected by tho sublime, and
touching, and cheering sentiments which yon

hold; but I am told-thatin the Rov. Mr. T.'s | good

mecting somothipg difforent ia obtained from
what you havé among your people; that reli-
gion i8 poured there right down.into the soul,
and that if"I attend there God will be thus
graciousto me; and.I am curious to know
what it s those persona reonve, and how they-
feel, and T am resolved to gratify this pressing
curiosity.” :

From all this wo dissont. The notion to’
which wo object is this,~~that rehigion 1s soire-
thing separate from the mind and heart; thut
it ¢an bo pourcd into the soul just asa fluid can
be i)ourc;oimou. vessel, and that it con exist
within us without controling the feclings or
directing tho steps.

This js the popular idea, and to thiswe ob-
joet. ‘Wobeliove a greater -or moro pornici-
ous crror could not provail, and that allwho
entertain such 4u opinion arg doing an incal-
culablo injury tothe simplo snd beautiful re-§
ligion of the Saviour. We buve many rea-
sons to offer against this idea of religion.

1. It contradicts all our ideas ofthe phil-
osaphy of the humaneoul? Whatis tho soul?
You answaer, it is that part of man whicn rea-
sons, knows, loves, and is oxercised with e-
meions of tenderness, gratitude, and praiso.
Itis capable of being made agquainted with
tho Infinito Father, lifted ap on the wings of
devotion to his overlasting threng, and of be-
ing bound by tho strongest ties of affection.to
friends and acguaintances. But Jiow is it
that the soul doos and feels-all this? Suroly
not by having ~ommupicated to it somo
forcign quality, but by being_operated upon
through the power of truth, “How is it .hat
the soul is mede aequaiated with astrohomy,
goo]og{', .and philesuphy? Is it not by tho
perusal of works in.which-tho principles of
these different scionces are unfolded? We
sav such o man is & gioatastronomer, philoso-
pher, or geologist; but we do not meanby
this that anything -exists-within him distinet.
ard separato from his soul. All we mean.is,
that by the c:tercise ofhis powers_ho has ob-
sgined this knowledge. Yo when woEtya
man has-religion, wé do not nican that some
strange, and unaccountable, aud indefinnblo.
thing hes been communicated to hirm; but wo
mean that the man his obinined relifiouy:
knowledge-and focling,~—that tho gospel has
so operated upon his soul as to render him

if yo love ono another.” &d. o
9. *That religion is not something mysteri- |
ous that'is conveyed to the soul, is ovjdent
fromthe office of tho gospol. According to
all tho represontations of the Bible, the gospol
s fitted o enlighton the mind, clovate tho:
affectinns, and direot'tho steps'of man. Henes
it is termed o lamp to our feet and a light to
onr path.a-a light to those sitting In darkiess:
and the region of tho shadow of death; tho
bread of God whichgivethlifeunto the world;
2 fountsin of living' water, of which m-may
miny drink and mevor thirst; nft-anchor by
vhich tho soul iskept gactive while tosséd on
the occhn of Life; an unfailing fountain, In
“which we can wush away all our jmputjtics.

Soch 1s tho great office of the gospol.—
According to thle, thoro is an intimate con-
nexion between the %ospe‘l and the éxxs\c«nco‘
of roligion in tho soul. Religion i8 produced |
naturriy and directly by tha agenoy of the
sublimo and hallowing.traths ofthe gospeli—
e co the Biblo says, 1. young man shall}
cleanso his ways,bytaking: heed to his stops e~
ocording to God’s word. It ealls npon sinnvrs !
to roturn from their wanderingss to givo thidir |
hcarts to God; to walk in his commandmonts |
hlamoless; to ceaso to do ovil, and learntodo
woll: and it ropresents all who thus hearken !
to this divino calil as childron of God, disciples |
of Jesus, Christians, and spenks of themn-os!
having boen borninto the kingdom oflight and +
grace. In all this, howovor, wo haveno:in-|
timation that a seoret is conveyed to thoir
souls, and thet thoy becomo Christiansin con-
sequenco of having obtained this seerot.—
Neithers thero any intumation that thoe gospel |
Ins no natural tendendy. to purify tho heart
and produce nowness of lifo; that there is no
connexion betwoon tho %ospel and the Chrirt-
ian cheracter, or that religion is a seorot con-
voyed to the soul by a spocial ind atbitrary act
of God, and without the agonoy of divine fruth.
Al wo know of tho gospel is against the idea
that a mystorious somuthing tnkes upits re-
sidenco-within us Whon wo become Christians,
and that to the existonca of that mystory, wo
aro indebted for onr Christian character.” Tho
?osplo illaminates the soul, sanctifies.tho af-
eotions, fans into a flamo tho native spark of
ness which we'havo within us; and rears $
mtolife and beauty tho gorm whioch -God lias
placed in all hearts. Thus e read, “Tho
gosplo is tho power of God unte salvationto
every onothat believeth,” «Fcrafter thatin
tho wisdom of God tho world by wisdom knew
not God, it pleased God by tho foolishness of |
preeching to save them that belioye.”

3. Thatreligion is hot sorothing mysteri-
ous conveycd -to the sou); is. ovident, becauso
God could not justly requiro us to ohtain that of
which wo -can have no -conception. Thisis!
a sclf-cvidont proposition. ~ A commupd-
meit which is_ o mystery is a solecism,
<& sclf-contradirtion. Suppose = voico!
speaks to me from the gkios, Fiving a commanpd
whichTam wholly unzble to understandi
1 ponder upon it,—I make it thd subject of
serious roflection, but I-can form no idea of,
its meaning or what it requiresy—~couid it bo
in any just sonse = command to mé; and .
could I properly bo considered blameworthy
for not complying with it? No; évory purson
will say No. = And yot snch is the ease with:
the command réquining us to seck religion,
und to become religious, if religion is a seeret, |
an indefinable, inoxplicable mystery! But;
suppose religion is l6ve to-Gad and man~
doing ‘as-wo-would be dorfe by,-<:o¥ercoming
ovi} with gopd,—rondoring blessing for curs-|
ings'suppese it 58 gentlencsd; brotherly af-
footion, good-will, honesty, gratitude, faitdi,
h_ogc, charity, then the comand fequiring s
to bocomo Christians.is' perfeetly. dutefligible
and reasonublo;. for wo._ havo withinus a per-
ception of what thesd virtues gte,—~we hiayo
thogerms of them in the soul, If, howovor,
ire had not the gorms of thém. inthe soul,it
would bo impossible to.huve any.concoption of
whatho Irag nover folt, or sevn, orknown by
somoono of tho scnses.  Hene¢, aceording to
the popular opinion, When youask %nan to be-
come & Christinn,you ask an ttter intpossibili-
ty; heecan form r~ conception of your requ-
sition thai o blind man of dolors, oxn deaf man
of sounds. S

Religion, thep, is benevolénce, holiness,
love, Justice, snd not something copveyed to
tho sou} by o niracle, and which exists thoro
without any connexion-with thejsoul, just as
fluid moy oxistin o vesselwithoutbecominga
part of that vessel.—Uat. s

' I o fabric g0 rich and raro aslifo's—inreleet-

| drawn around g%, when at last wo ‘lie down

, Wontén of the Oldén Time.

An eloquont writer in the Ladies® Westerit
Magazine, .hits off the falso sentiment o
Madern soviety in relation to tho gentler sox,
and, among.many other good things, says:

“Tho satho qualitios thatjblessed the rude
mountain hombvs of tho oldon time, when
womgen madh thoir simple toitet by the mirror-
ingy Wators, thust make them blessed now.—
Tho qualities that could mako a home any-
where, oven. in tho hovel that stars shino
thruugh at mght—the heart that infusod a
soulinto the *for better and for worse” of tho
corcmonial—tho rare jowels of virtue and
eontentmont that adorn her every day liko o
bride—tho willing sagrifico of & thousand
grosox_nt pleasures to tho common good—the

right intelligenco that can interest, if it can-
not guide, the gentlonoss that can soothe, if 1t
cannot share, the sympathy that supports
whilo it scoms itself toclings She who pos-
sesses these, must possess loveliness and

rdco that vill survive tho burnished tross,
the rounrded form, and the cloudless oyes of
{ou_t}i.’ Lot the accomplishments of the
oarding schooland parlour bave a place but
not Tk plage. The fashionsble “orush” of
tho psgombly, tho blaze of tho soirco, the
splondour of the lovee; have much to do with
tho coloeing of life, ittle with its warp or
woof. ‘That may fade, this will wear on,--

o, (4 A . .
chaiice safier in,and thet will asscediy vo

ing an urray that we must live in, love i, zou-
1o pleasant dreams,” how apposito tho quostion,
are the colors fast ¥ Thus was it Ut the
minds and hearts of tho wivesand mothersof
othor du{s woro moulded—hearts that dilated
to_the fullest pulsation of our bottér nature—
ininds that left thoir noble impross upon those
who should do and suffer in the Kold fight of
fife. Old fashioned mothers havo nearly oll
passod away with tho blue check and home-
spun woolen of a simpler but purer time,—-

oro and there ono romeing truly ‘accomplish-
ed’ in honrt and lifa for the sphoro of home.~—
Old' foshioned mothicrs! God bless thom !
who-Jollowed us with hoart and prayer ull
over the wotld ; lived in our lives and sorrow-
ed in our grief; who knew moro about preach-
ing than poetry ; spokeno dialeot but that of
lovo ; never preached or wandered; <made
melody with their hearts,’ alone; and sont
forth no books butliving volumes that honored
their authors and blessed the world\”

An Honorable Man.

Although o men cannot be an honorablo
man withqut being an honest man, yet a man
may bo strictly honest without being honor-
able. Honesty refers to pecuniary affnirs:
honor rofersto the principlos and feclings.—
may -pay. his dobts Euncmally, ho miy do-
fraud no map, and yot he may act dis-
honorably. He acts dishonorably when he
gives his correspondenta worse opinion of his
rivals intrade than ho knows they doserve.—
He gots dishonornbly when he stlls his com-
n'qultibs at Jess then their real valae, inorder

get away his- ncighbor’s customors, He

¢ | permanently happy ?

ought not to bo anyeuch thing as peace or
-bappiness in tho uni\'(}rsc. Can the smful be
Ought he to bo so
No: not in this universe, §s thore a comer
where tho sinful con hope to bo bappy ¥—
-~That heaven of which he wishes to
"bo an inhabitant and hopes that gomehow and
at somo timo he may be, could afford hum o
happiness wero o to got thore, It is not the
fitting up, the equipagoe ofthe placo ; it is not
tho socioty of tho placo; it is nothing exterior
to tho individual himself that can afford mm
permancnt costent.
No ; he must bo holy,if he would bo hap-
. If such bohis charaater ho cannot fuil to
o happy. Pain can make no cndunng im-
ression on tho soul steclod in nghteousness.
herover he may ba ho will be happy for he
is in sympathetic connection with the Eternal
Fountain of holiness and happiness. Pray
then and strivo to bo holy,end you must bo

happy "

The Sinner surrounded by Fire.

Tho Christian Mirrer, an orthodox paper of
Portland, M., writing on the subject of the
ow Birth, approves the following:

“An Indian hasing-experienced o chungo ot
heart, wag asked by ¢ whito man to describe
hotw it was done. . Ho replied ho could not
toll, but if the inquirer would go with him to
tho spot where the work was offected, ho
would shoiy him. Thoy went. The Indian,

tor going some distence into the wood,
gathered o quantity of lcaves, and mado a
cirolo of them. He then put a worm in the
middlo of'it, and set iton fire. Tho worm,
feoling the heat, ran to one side, thento the
other,—it tras on fire! After thus going
from side to side in unavailing offurfs to vs<
cape, horeturned to the ‘centro of the circle,
and strotched himself out, spparently in dis-
pair, to die, At that momont the Indian
caught the roptile in bis hand. There, that
was the way:Goddid-to me. T found myselt
a sivner—I felt myself in danger—T saw the
angty oyes of God flashing on me. I'tried to
cscape on one side, but Imet fire! Atlast,
in hopelessness, I gave up to die. Then
Jesus Christ took my soul right up.” _

What a ropresontation}! God places a
circle of firo around millions of our race, and
finally tokes from it one of cvery fifty~-and
leaves tho balanco to fry and reast! No way
to %et rid of ‘the fire oxcopt by the hand of
God; and to say hothing of Christondom, he
novor fediehds it out to the heathdn world, tho
Inrger majority of whom_live and dio without
knowing of Clirist or his Bible., Whore 1s the
justico of this scheme? Would it not disgrace
a Noro? How much dove must 2 man have
for the Suprome Boing, who .is -driven from
one sido of the fire to tho other like the worm?
The-heat thereof will hardly awakon cinotions
of gr»titude in his bosom, although it me
¢ouse him to run hiard and suffer much,-
Puulsays, ¢ the goodness of God leadeth tis
repontance”—snot firca=-Slar, :

Divine Goodneéss

_xtx%ts dishonorable when hs pirchases at high-
‘er thun tho matkot rice, in order that he may
raise themarket uponanother buyer. Hoavts
dishonorably whon he draws accommedation
bills, and passes them to his banker for dig- 4
count, 4z they aroso outof real transactions, |
Houcts dishonorable in overy case wherein |
his external conduct is at varunce with his |
rozlopinjons. He acts dishonurably, of \vhon!
varrying vn a prosporous tredo he does not al-
low his servantzand sssistants through Whose 1
exertions ho Obtainshis suecess, to sharo his ¢
prosperity.  Inall these eases there-may bono
intentional fraud. It may not he dishopest, .

[y

butitmay bis dishonorable conduct.

—— — - -

Good Dottrine from a Presbytofiat -
"he aditor of the oithodo paper i Chivo- |
2o '“Hr_mx;,n tgr:x‘xml’mnuns," offars to hiy,

Teaders the following good sentiments ¢
]

“Mehwish tobohapiys “Tosetitro happis ,
ness schemos-endless in“minber are devised: |
and prosccuted. Thoe good andthe bad oll
strivo forit.  To reach it In fattramen make -
themzolves forthe present tuhappy—subinit-
tin to-toil und suffering which colild scarcely
bobarnobot for the futitre-bless which is.kept
in eiglit, ) )

Christians ofton spoak: of the land of fcheity
and pray for -admission there at the last.—
Thoy taik of & world where all is pesto and
blessedness. Wheon they speak of heaven,
thdse ars in many minds the first associativas,
In dwellitifripon these, they often forget that
which is first juorderand first in importance,
that upon which peaco and blossednoss de:
pond, dnd without which there could not, aad

God is good to all. Itis the disposition of
Divine goodness toswve. How, then, can he
dsom auy toan endiess hell? In so doing he
would act agdinst poodnoss, and on the princi-
plo of hatred; vnd ho therefore éan only b

d teds Many vsho saves. Which shall
W beliove, David, who says God is good to
" ARB—=0r those whe =iy he will deom millions
t0 helh end thus make him good toe fow !

‘Pie highest bappiness tobe enjoyed in this
Uiv s whigt all pirtuoua ﬁcrsoﬂs nmay enjoy,—
the pleastres of a pure heart, of an: upright,
self-approving consvicnee,id the pleasures of
innocent naturslaficetion.  Natural affections
are the benevolent and delightful feclings
which near relativesand kind friends chorish
For cach other—<tho feelings which good pa-
irents espericnco for their c°l;ildren, and thoso
with whieh childzen regard ther pacents, and
ki bonchrctor—Edize, Robbins.

7

Heppy will thoso be in the glorner or ge-
dater portions of their life, wiho have locked

. on naturc ezrly, with an eye of' ediniration and

loye, aud who have cherished the feclings
which she oxciles on the young ithprossibilie
tios ; she will thon bo interesting to them ever
tfterward, and oven in her roughest moodsand
fentuttes, as-many have experienced.

Lotsound reason weigh more with us than
“poplar npinion.
Possessed of prudence, nd-protecting divi-
nity is wanting. -
* Economy is i itself a good income.



