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though an invalid, in Egypt for his health, with his wifo and a converted
Coptic priest, in 1854 and again in 1860 had made extended journeys for the
distribution of Bibles and religious books. In 1865 Mr. Hogg and family,
and Miss McKown, ascended the river 270 miles from Cairo to Assioot, a
city of 30,000, situated in the centre of a large Coptic population, and
fixed there their residence with a definite plan in mind looking to the
thorough occupation of the whole region (Upper Egypt) with churches and
schools of every grade. The year following the Fayoum was entered, and
about the same time a beginning was made at Koos, 215 miles above
Assioot, and in the vicinity of Thebes, Luxor became a station in 1873,
Esneh in 1876, and, still advancing southward, Edfoo in 1884, and finally
in 1887 Assouan (Syene), hard by the First Cataract, on the border of
Nubia, and at present the limit of the mission in that direction. And, in
the mean time, between and all about these principal stations, numerous
out-stations had been opened one after another, until now in the eight
districts or provinces of which the Mission is composed evangelistic work
is done at not less than 1435 points,

Of course, such vigorous and widespread aggressive operations could nut
be carried on without exciting alarm and opposition from the Coptic
Church, against which they were especially directed. So disturbed and
apprehensive of serious damage to his ccclesiastical and theological realm
was the Patriarch, the government also sympathizing and abetting, that on
several occasions he dealt out expostulations, warnings, threats, and bulls of
anathema, to break up the congregations, to frighten the children from the
schools, in various ways to undermine the influence 6f the Amecrican
preachers and teachers, and hoping even to drive them from the country.
On one occasion in early days three leading Christians of Koos were
arrested by the soldiers and condemned ““ to be sent up the White Nile,”
a current euphemism for death by violence. Under guard they were started
southward, and their lives were saved only by the determined protests of
the chief representatives of the United States and Great Britain, and made
both at Cairo and Constantinople. When the tempest was over it was
found, so steadfast were the Protestants in their new faith, that only four
who had thoroughly identified themselves with the work, through fear, had
madc their peace with the Church rulers by apostasy, and even these pres-
ently returned. No permanent harm resulted from these savage assanits ;
even in the midst of them the infant churches more than held their ground,
while through the reaction certain to follow the gains were cven increased.

The civil authoritics, on the whole, though Mohammedans, have been
fairly reasonable, and, as we have seen, sometimes quite liberal. The
chief trouble from the goverament has come in connection with its atlitnde
toward Moslems who have become Christians. The number of theseis
now well on toward a hundred, some of whom have been compelled to
cndure fines and imprisonment, as well as bitter persecution. The govern-
ment also strictly forbids street preaching, persistently refuses permission




