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tion, and mining and manufacturlng com-
panies aro getting under way. For tho tinie
progrc.ss 15 in the air, and the Shah Is the most
progressive man in thce epire. Ile andu rny
Persian ruiers desire to grant religions tolera-
tion and to curb the ecclesiastics. With theso
cong changes there must arise ncwv diffl-
culties and niissionarie.s need ncw %wisdoin aîîd
zeal to einbrace the opportunities, and as the
ivay opens to carry the gospel to evcry crea-
turc. These maissionaries rnust be xîot only
Anicrican or Europcan, but niative Persian.
Looking back over a series of years ive cau

truly say "Whathath God, wrougbtil Every
timne ot difficulty has heen followed by greater
blcssing of the Holy, Spirit. I have neyer feit
the difficulties of the work se strongiy as juw,
when cntering again Into tic field, and 1 am
sure also that iny faili %vas ijever stronger ini
thc gospel and the powecr of Ilim «'iose 1
ami and wvhoin 1 serve."'

WVit]î Chîristian salutations to ail wvho Yrer@
present last ycar and to ali %vho love the Lord
.Jesus Christ.

Most trnly yours,
J. If. SIIEDD.
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Missions in Papal Europe.
The vcry caption scems strange.

It would hiarie been natural enoughi
wvhen the 'man of Macedonia" ap-
pcared to Paul, for Europe wvas thien
a hleathen country. But the late
Professor Christlieb, thioughi entirely
in favor of aiding the Protestant
churches of France, Spain or Italy,
entered a mild protest against placing
any part of Europe in the samne cate-
gory as Africa or China by calling it
a foreigu missionary field. Ail en-
liglitened minds aim, to make proper
discriminations, thioughi this is mot al-
ways easy. No one who knows any-
thing of the dead Christian seets of
the Levant lias any doubt that mis-
sionaries sliould be sent to Persia or
the Turkish Empire, unless it be the
Archibishop of Canterbury, wlho seenis
to think that tise venerable Greek and
Nestorian Chiurches shiould be pro-
tected agaiust Protestant invasion.
There is, in our day, every variety of
opinion as to the question, Whiat la
legitimate and necessary to nsissionary
wvork, and what is to 1>e regarded as
mere proselytlng and unwarrantable
interference? The turne lias corne
when a discriminating judgnxent
should be applied inail rnissionary en-
terprises:

1. Even work arnong thse hieathen
should be carried on intelligently.
Heathien systems should be thoroughi-
iy understood, and should be ap-
proachied in such a way as to win suc-
cess andnmot toblock the way against it.

2. The dead sects of the Eat should
be looked upon ln a different lighit
from, thiat in which we place Moham-
medans-thoughi even the latter
shoî .ld bo approaclied as those who
profess to wvorship thse God of Abra.
lian, Isaac and Jacob. But iviîli
Nestorians and Greeks there is an ap-
peal to Christ and totie eaxiy historie
Chiristianity. And the saine 15 true
of Papists. H-owever tise "lLiglit of
the World"' inay be ebscurcd by the
worship of Mary or of saints and im-
ages, that true Iàglit furnishies thc
point of hiopeful approach.

~.There should 1be a broad discrimi-
nation between wvork ini Papal coun-
tries and that of tise lieathien world as
to thieir comparative dlam. The first
and paramount duty of tise Christian
churches of tisis age, whatcvcr Lie
their naisse, 15 to proclalin tise gospel
to the nations wivo have neyer licardl
of Christ In tisis dluty Protesaints
and Catholicsshould stand upon com-
mon ground. Tt la tise reproacli ef
both thiat they have îssonopolized the
great saivation for nineteen centuries
wlsile tise rnajority of inankind havere
nsained in total ignorance of te gospel.

4. Arnerican Chiristians at leas
shouid drawv a distinction bet%-een tie
dlaims of Papal Europe and those (if
the.Spanisli Anserican States. In the
first place there is a gcoga phic3l
consideration. Mexico and Centrl
America are at our door, and South
Americanot only belonga to ourliemis-
phere but is in close synspathy wnilh
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