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was iii danger and tlhe terror-strieen gOveromiienit feit obligcd to yield to
the prasof o Lord Elgini and le-alize tiue imiportationî of British opillll.
The import, duty w-as fixedl at the loiw rate of thlirty tais a chlest, or abolit
t liiy cenits a pound, Liw British ag-rteingý not to carry the opium iinland.
Thîis political vil!ainy %%as ratilied iii the Convention of Peace tPeiOcto-
b.î*, 1860. Tliis oppression scored at gi'at triuniph ii Asia to offsct thle
Zgîand1( advanice or libert-y tlîu.îI ,bout to takze place iii Aieriva. Chiiia mgain
paid «E ngland an indeiiiiity of $1O,$00,000 in gold, onle-quarter of Nvhicdi
%vas pzîid to the foreigil inierchants of Canton ; also $6,00,000 to F"rance.
Is it strange thiat patriotic but uiiniiforîned Chinese N'oulld faiîi have excluded

ailforgnesinissionaries încluded, reg rding the opium tratie ts al diect

p(taantthe life of the nation? This treaty scured thle olîeingi, of five
additional ports, througlî wlhici nxissionaries iiniglit enter wvilli the g,>osp)el
anid ilnerchiants wvith shiploads of opium.

Tie second( opium war only riveted faster the chiains of thie denîioializing
habit and trade. The governmnent, discouraged, made few seius eff'orts
-Avfte iciO repress native cultivation of thie poippy. Aceording to Consu
Spence, iii Sichuan province, go veru mient ierference ivith thie planting
eavsed about 1865. But in July, 1869, te Cliniese Goverumiient mnade ai pa-
thetic appeal to the Britishi Governiinent. Ami in October, a 4 Suppl)enlelnt-
a-ry Convention " was signied at Pekzin by w-idci, ini consideration of Chlilzes
redueing lier duty on coal exported and for otlier commercial IaIv.Int.l-ges,
England sholalow China, to advance the iinîport duty on opium frion

Shi. chose wvithlout atsking leave h But this arrangement the B3ritish Govern-
nu-t s-adly efltscd toirat ify, lest a liglier (11113 inighlt, chieck the trade andl(

tiios l.seathe revenue -tt Calcutta.
Ili isý7,f <>curs the Chiefu Convention. Chinla by this allows four flloî'e

ports to be opened to brade, iii return for wltichi the Bîritish i ambatss.ador.
-1îg1ees thlat oPium" shahi stand on a différent; footillg frolln otlier goods as

reirrdstrasitdtie inand so s t enbleChinlato chleckitue interniai tu-allic.
The clauses of this convention in favor of foreigners were soon rzitiie1. The
un1e clause iii Chiî enlit wvas not. At lengtli alter s'.eln years of e'a,-
bion by Engh-and, the irritation feit iii Chinla and the aniti-oipiuli agitation ini

nhadcaused mn op)enirug- or officiai correspondence on the subjevt (Januli-
arv, 1,M3), Earl Ciranville writing- to Marquis Tseng, the Cliinese ail>.'Ssador.
in London. China proposes in addition to tlîirty taels import dultv; a.J uni-
for-îî rate of eiglity tais for internal t-ransit dues. The noble cari ohujiecis,
proposes sevenity tacis (April, 1,883), and insists that China viwst glrtl <'t(e
71 ut to linder lthe trade by i ilposing,- further tax,,es iniland.O hnflsiut
zt nughity Christianî nation hiaggling iith a wcak-ter hle.then g-overlluiellt for
casier ternis on whichi to debauch its îaeoffle ! T.,eîxg chainis (Xepeuubeu
1-ffl) thlat Chinla nîa.v utisc thle tax on1 opium to auly finesu ny hn
jîroper as soon as bhe drl-Ng sh1al have p)ass;edl2 ilo Chinese bialds. And why
not ? Not unltil .Juilv, 13"5. %vas the atgreemlent. 11inahly signied, bo be iii force
finur vpau-s. It camle inito cffcct Fcebruarvy 1, 18e7, ,,ore tluantj ben years alter
flie Ch<eruî C'onvention. The import duty remai.ins bbe sanije, thirty taels.
Butt Ille- Illucttatiing ta-xes formierly levied iniland (tlhe Lekii) are Inow iLxed at,

uniforni rate of chihy taeis, zn thds duc also En n aoS Cin w
* d-ct f bb ports; but China, Stipulates that Britisli opinu m: paýv ),ss il,-

luninuhlike otiier goods, exemîpt fron, taxes, zand thaut loc4il liu-eipses to, sedI
suîluutthe -,aie ratu' as fur iuive opiumii.

Th'Iis Iiew jlrzu j.aît li ev*u liwstily cald a <%i-ettluienit" uf thle vesxed


