38 BRITISI OPIUM IN CHINA. LiaN.,
was in danger and the terror-siricken guvernment felt ob]igcd. to yio]’d to
the persuasion of Lowd Elgin and legalize the importation of British optn.
The import duty was fixed at the low rate of thirty taels chefx't, or about
thirty cents @ pound, the British agreeing not {o carry the opium inland.
‘This political villainy was ratilied in the Convention of l’cac? at l’cklfl, Qcto-
ber, 1860. Thus oppression scored a great triwmph in Asia to ?Ilset the
erand advance of liberty then about to take place in America.  China. ug:}.in
paid England an indemnity of $10,800,000 in gold, o})e-qﬂ:ﬂ'(el‘ of which
was paid o the foreign merchants of Canton; also $6,000,000 to France.
Is il strange that patriotic but uninformed Chinese would fain have exclgded
all foreigners, missionaries included, regarding the opium trade as a direct
plot against the life of the nation? This trealy sccured the opening of five
additional ports, through which missionaries might enter with the gospel
and merchants with shiploads of opium.

Thesccond opium war only riveted fuster the chains of the demoralizing
habit and trade. The government, discouraged, made few serious efforts
after 1860 {o repress native cultivation of the poppy. According to Consul
Spencee, in Sichuan province, government interference with the planting
ceased about 1865.  But in July, 1869, the Chinese Government made a pa-
thetic appeal o the British Government. Andin Oclober, a ¢« Supplement-
ary Convention™ was signed at Pekin by which, in consideration of China's
reducing her duty on coal exported and for other commercial advantages,
England should allow China to advance the import duty on opium from
t]lil:l)‘ to fifty {aels. AsthoughChinahad not the right to charge what duty
she chose without asking leave! But this arrangement the British Govern-
ment steadily r¢fused to ratify, lest 2 higher duty might check the trade and
thus lessen the revenue at Caleutta. .

In 1876 occurs the Chefu Convention. China by this allows four more
ports 1o be opened to irade, in return for which the British ambussador
agrees that opium shall stand on a different footing from other goods as
regravds transit duties inland, so as to enable China to check the internal traffic.
The clauses of this conveation in favor of foreigners were soon ratilied. The
one clause in China's benefit was not. At length after seven years of eva-
sion by England, the irritation felt in China and the anti-opium agitation in
England caunsed an opening of official correspondence on the subject (Janu-
ary, 1883), Earl Granville writing to Marquis Tseng, the Chinese ambassador -
in London. China proposes in addition to thirty taels import duty; 2 uni-
form rate of cighty taels for internal transit dues. The noble carl objects,
proposes seventy tacls (April, 1883), and insists that China must guarantee
not to hinder the trade by imposing further taxes inland. O shamelul sight!
a mighty Christiun nation haggling with o weaker heathen government for
casicr {erms on which {o debauch its people! Tseng cliims (Seplember,
1834) that China may raise the tax on opium {o any figure she may think
properas soon as the drug shall have passed into Chinese hands.  And why
not? Not until July, 1835, was the agreement finally signed, to be in force
four years. It came into effect February 1, 1887, more than {en years affer
the Chefu Convention. The import duty remains the sume, thirty taels.
But the fluctnating taxes formerly levied inland (the Lekin) are now fixed at,
a uniform rate of cighty tacls, and these dues also England allows China to
tolieet at the ports; but China stipulates that British opium may pass in-
land, wmlike other goods, exempl from taxes, and thal local livenses to scll
shiidl be at the same rate as for naiive opium,

This new wrrangenent bas been hastily called @ *“settlement ™ of the vexed




