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perbape le rofera chielly te, Job's e-
tout confession, as rccorded in Job xl.
3-4, xlii 1-6, closing with the weil-
known word,-", 1 bave heard of Thea
by the heariug of the ear, but now
mine eye seeth Thee; wheretore 1 abhor
inyseif, and repent in dues and ashes."1
How. dees thie testimony te, Job provo
the truth of Psalrn li. 17--l'"The sacri-
fices of God are a broken 8pirt; a bro-
ien andi contrite heart, O Grod, Thou
'wilt met despise."l Having testified Rise
approbation of Job, God now cails hias
te the hooable work of intercession
for othera. To Jobsa three friends Goti
thus spake ;-"l Thereforo take unto yen
seven bulloeke andi seven ramas, and go
te My servant Job, and effer for your-
selves a bnrnt-offerîng; and3My servant
Job shall pray for you: for him wiil 1
acept., lest 1 deal Nvith jeu after your
felly, in tlîat ye have net spoken of Me
the thing that isa right, as MKy servant
Job bath."

These words exhibit, very strikingiy,
the ancient patriarebal priesthood, andi
show how God raised Job te honor ini
the siglit of hie friends. They had eall-
ed him, whom God avowed as hie ser-
vant, a hypocrite, a wicked man, and
tther hard nanies; andi yet te, tItis cal-
nxnniatcd mnan they muet go witli of-
ferings ini their hands, in order that, as
priet, hie might pray for them. We
may learn from thie passage as aise
frox Job i. 5, that Job aud hies friende
well knew that an atonement waa ne-
cessar- in order te make repentance ao-
oeptibe te God, or intercession preva-
lmt -with Hlm.

By putting Job in this position, and
callin« 1dm te tItis office, the Lord,
doubti'css, intended te bring Job to a
rielht state of mind respecting his
ffiends. Itisaclear that hie tenper had
been somnewhat ruffleti toward them-
lie had thrown back their bard werds
with considerablo violence. Suca is
gunerai1y the course sud cerisequence
zî personal controveray on religions
aii.jects; beginning (as one says) with
IlMy dear brother,-» and ending with
"Sir," or something worse. Now, God

liaving set ail mattera right between
ihniseif and Job, 'would do the saine
thin as regards Job andi hie mitaken
friemae. Forgiven of God, hoe must for-
give lhem. The best proof we eau give
Of eur having really andi freely for-
&hmc those ivho havr, offendeti us, la
sas posseeing -a spirit cf prayer for

themn; andi if we have fallen eut witlî
God's people, we shoulti bc arxieus laot
te .stop slwrt of this. Job did this.
le mnade ne excuses-he delayed net.
The victims bied, the prayer asceaded,
aine were coufessed, and IIthe Lord ae-
ceptcd Job."

And now mark -what followed -

"1The Lord turneti again the eaptivity
cf Job ;" andi mark especially the ron.
nection--it was I "whiea ie prayed jor
Itisfrincls." Are we net bore taughit
the connection batweea enlargeti bics-
singe frein Goti upon ourselves and a
right state cf heart teward othere, os-
pecially a spirit cf prayer for ttiem?
Nodoubt, by the indulgence of the cvil

passions cf envy, malice andi unforg,-ive-
nees, the Iloly Spirit is often griveti,
and eoul'a procgperityhindlered. Ifr whea
we Ilstand praying, we do net forgive,
eur prayere cannot enter limaren, andi
se answers will net corne down. On
the centrary, a leving, forgiving Mipirit
will gush eut in fervent prayer, whieh
will issue ia mueh seul prosperity.

Anethor important point is taugbt us
by the incident in Job's history. We
learu that, from hie experience, God
can constitute a new opocli even in a
gooti man's lifo, se titat hie past attida-
mente and possessions shall Le cast
into the shade. IlGoti blesseti the lat-
ter endofJobmorethau theegnn.>
Thtis was truc, in temporal possessions,
farnily prospcrity, andi worldly hioner.
We may conclude aise, in spiritual
blessinga, andtin the influence hoe put
forth on othera for eod. Let the lattcr
bo our air and de.sire. Goti can so re-
vive us, sud renew eursetrength, that
we shall start afresh la divine thingi,
aud bring forth more fruit in ol akgo
than even in eur youtb. This is theu
design cf ail Ris ivise discipline a.ud
kiud instructions. It is soaietiuies -by
terrible things in rightcousneee", that
Goti answers us; anti it is through fire
and "1through water that, 'e pt4ss into
a wealthy place.»' Ail is well if w
get noar to Goti, mr more like Jesns,
sud becoine more fuliy the wvilling
instrumentai cf the Holy Spirit
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M1ATT. xxviii. 7. "9Bchold, e gocili

before you intô Galikle."-Is net this
co cf th? many illustrations wçhich
might ho given cf the SoephcrZ adin9
Hi4 ~SWip, and t1se& tol2aon Iiim?
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