
TUIE POENS OP oss1i0.

isible nianner ini whlch L~aing procccded to account for tho origin. of
the various poerns ascribed te Ossian, was calculated to do immense
injury te 21acPherson. The reader bas reason te suppoeo that, tho
poems bearin- the naine of Ossian are forgeries, and that Laing was
by seme means acquaintcd with the nianner in which MacPherson
proparcd thom. Laing's reading munst have been very extensive;
and hence it is that with wanderfuI. assurance ho seuglit to account
for tho origin of the saveral poonis iwhich bear tho* name of Ossian.
So unquahified are his opinicns aud se confident is bi* s judgment, that
the reader rnay bc pardoned for imagining that Laing blinsoif acted,
a prominent part in the faibA-catý'on of those poems wv1ich hie ascribes
to MacPherson. Accordiùa, tu him, Milton, Virgil, Pope, and. the
Moly Scriptures furnished MaePherson with bis most pleasing ideas
and cemparisons. 1-1- must have fergotten that no poexns aro truer
te nature than the pens of Ossian. The ideas of the poct were
very circuniscx'ibed indeed. :Nature in ber mnanifold phases: stin,
moon and stars; the roari streains and loud blasts of -%iuter; the
towering trees andL solitary moss-covered rocks-furnished the grand-
est ideas wbich are fouad in tbe poeima of Ossian. Thero la in thei
an absence of everytbing that Nvould betray any great advancement

inenlightcnment and civilization, or any acquaintance -with the
literature and customis of other countries. It is surely not too much
te exjpeet tbat the xnany ebservers of natuxe's beauties can, irrespc.
tive of inutual aid, discover lier nxost plcasing as -%ell as ber most
melancholy featurcs. May it net ho asked, Why ceuld net Ossian
and.«ùacÉberson discover for theaselves thoso beantiful comparisons
-%hich nature offers te, every attentive observer?' Laing fiu'ther
alins that, because MacPherson knewv nothing about the religion
whicli provailed la Scotiand in the era ho assigns to Ossian, ho
studiously avoided every referonce te tho religieus opinions of that
tiine. :Led away by the Epglish. version of certain Gaelic words;
Laing souglit te deteet anachronisms in thé writings of Ossian..
Turas wall, te which allusion la mnade u in a, ias luis opinion
qpen te tbe objection, thut towers or caties were net erectedl in,
ireland. for nine centuries subsequent te the date assigned by
Macpherson to Ossian. Laing could net have knowu that in Gaelie
ne word i.s comraoner or more ancient th 'an tùr, the equivalent of
tower. It meanis a heap of stones, however rudely and irregularly
tbey xnay be arrangcd. With regard te the ojection that ne pointed


