THE GENKRAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH{OF SCUTLAND,

jon, gathercd from the Bible and the whole history of
Providence, is that a wight of gloomuness and dark

ness—anught of clouds and thick darkuess ~a night
of tribulaton and judgmens, is approacling, such as
has not yet brooded over the laver world.  But God's
purposes cannat be stayed.  The Guspel must be pro-
claimed for awnness to all nations.  Aud outof evary
nation, aud kindred, and tungue, aud poople, Gud's
elect people must be chosen.  And in the darkest sea-
son of the might of troubles, men shall sfand up as
faithful witnesses for the trath,  And tiie dwhacss
may be incieasing during the night, Lut, oh?! let us
rejoice and be excecding glad. It is commonly ve-
macked, that the dackest hour is that whick immedi-
ately precedes the dawn—that the tendancies, there-
fore, towards the hght are greatest aund strongest at
the very time when the gloom 1s beconang most dense.
So with the moral world. The dakness may thicken
and incirase ; but as st approaches its climax of gluom,
the tendencics owaids the dawn are stiongest.  Aud
then suddenly will burst upon the would a day of
glory, such as hias not been siuce the sous of thie uiarn-
ing saug together over the auudes of piiimeval Lliss,
The light of themoon will be as the light of the sun,
and the light of the sun seven-fold.  As the glorious
luminary breaks fiom his onicut chambers, lic at once
beholds the teemung niyriads of Eastern Asia joyously
chaunung their morung orisuns.  As he advances,
the tide of praise rolls on in one vast and continuous
line, stretching from the Avrctic to the Antarctic
shores—the: inhabnams of every vale, and the tenants
of every wtock, ponnng i their tiibutasy hosannahs,
The loud chorus is resuunded by the millions of en-,
lightened Europe aud cmancipated Afiica. It i§
wafted acrass the Athantiz Ly the @ sticamerced flags
of far-spread realins,” that meet to hail each other in
sweet comuuunian, It is echoed oy the numberless
kindreds wnd tribes of the western continent, and re-
verberated, inshawts of hallelujaly, from shore to shore,
over the braad expanse of the Pacific.  Blessed jubi

lee! No voice of jurring or of discord is heard amid
the multitudes of rejoicing lands. At cvery successive
point of the emth’s vast circumference, the morning
psatms of the East sweetly blend in unchanging har-
mony with the evening unthems of the West; and
the matin songs of the West, with the glowing vespers
of the East—and thus the ocean-stream of mclody for
ever circulates around the globe.  All carth is wuneful
with the songs of ransomed myriads—all heaven ic-
echoes to the sortg,  DBlessed jubilee! how Ilong to
sce theday ! To hasten it by a single hour, who
would begendge separation  from parents, friends,
and even beloved children?  Who would begrudge
nivers of tears, and trials, and suflerings even unto
death? Inthe full assurance that come it will in
God’s own appointed season, I would now, in the
name, and accompanied with the presence, of the
Angel of the Covenant, speed me to that benighted
land, where, if it be the wall of Providence, 1 have no
other wish than to labour, no other wish than to die,
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no other wish than to be buriid! And in suticipa-
uon of an early departure, 1 would now return my
warmest and most grateful thanks to the respected
Convener and.other members of the Assembly’s Com-
atttee, for all the gentleness, and charity, and forbear-
ance, which they havo ever excieised towaids my
mausoll infirmities : 1 would reiurn my most cordia)
«ud unfeigned thanks to you, venerable fathers, bre-
thren, and: fiiends, and all other members of this
Chiuich, that have heaped so many undeserved kind-
nesses upan me, during my temporary sojomn amongst
you; and .now would 1 bid you all a long and so-
lemn, but,. Ltrust, not an eternal,. furcwell, At present
we part, but it is upon the summit of our spirtual
Pisgah.  Our nextmecting may be beyond the flood ;
om the streets of, the golden cuy—by the banks of the
river of hfe——in.that blessed regton where adieus and
farewells are a'sound unkuown. But though absent
in the body, oh! let us'be onc in spirit, and ever uni-
ted, at a throne of grace. And oft as I remember our
leloved. earthly Zion, whetha here or on the waves
of the ocean, or amid the ragiigs of the heathen, the
utterance of my heart will be in the burning strains
of the Psalmist:—

Pray gﬁéi Jerusalem may have
Peace and filicity :

Leét.thiem that love thee and thy peace
Have stili prosperity,

Therefore 1 wish that peace may still
Within thy wells remain.

And ever may thy palaces
Piosperity retain,

And oft-as ye remember the toiling pilgrims in a for-
eignland; and ofi as ye assaciate their laboues and
triumphs, through grace with the cross of Calvary ;
whether the loud tempest howls, or the evening zephye
aently murmurs around your dwelling;—oh, let the
sentiménts of your heart, the language of your lips,
the herald voice of your actions, be—

Fly abroad, thou mighty Gospel,
Win and conquer, never cease ;
May thy lasting wide dominions
Muluply and still increase ;
Sway the sceptre, sway the sceptre,
Saviour, all the world around.

On the motion of Mr. Drarop,

Mr. Cranx of Inverness then invoked the Divine
blessing on the Rev. Dr. Duff and the cause in which
he was about once more to engage,

Colonel Duxpas proposed that a collection should
be made in aid of the Indian Mission;, to be placed at
the disposal of the Rev, Dr. Duff, in aflectionate re-
nembrance of his exertions in the cause, and also in
acknow ledgment of the impression he has made upon
the members of the Assembly. He recommended
diat the  contributions be paid, as far as possible,
anonymously,



