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[The following on the same subject has come to hand, without any commnu-
nication for us.—Epiror.]

Dzar 8ir,—I ree by a note in the November number of the Cunadian Ires-
byler that the appearance of my fetter in your magazine for October is regretted
as *“indicating o change of feeling or of prlicy” on your part. Of course you
are well able to answer for yourself. But if it be thus hinted that you are
becoming hostile to union, because there were indications of hortility to such
an union in the communication in question, I not only disclaim any such
feelings of hostility, but must express my surprise that any one should have
been able to discover in it the slightest trace of any thing of the kind.

As you and any ordinary intelligent reader would at once understand, the
whole drift of the letter was to show that on certain points there is a necessity
for forbearance if therz is to bo union, inasmuch as there is & considerable
diversity of sentiment, and that this would be the less difficult, because in the
Free Church already there ds forbearance, as far as ordinary members are
concerned, not only in reference to the points speciclly at issue, but in refe-
rence to others of even greater importance.

It is very kind, but very énnocent in the Presbyter to hint that a little “more
-experience” will enable me to answer my own questions without any assistance,
when the very object in putting those questions is to show still more, that if
-one side needs forbearance on certain points, not less necessitous is the other.,

;legylare questions of fuct, let me hint to our friend, not of Church order or
«principles.

As tF:) the hint about * arrogance” on the part of not a few of our Free
‘Church friends, I have merely to say that far from the feelings which suggested
it being *imported,” they are those of almost every minister in our Church
with whom I have conversed on the subject. Even members of the Union
Committec have mentioned to me that so strongly have they felt on this point,
that but for their anxious desire for union, they would have entered a pointed
and public protest against not a little of the thing referred to.

Personally I have no feeling of “‘soreness.” Neither in this country nor in
Scotland have I suffered even once from the “ patronage” or * condescension’
-of any Free Church minister.

Their somewhat grandiose airs have oceasionally amused me, and the man-
ner in which some of them have urged their claims to be regarded as the
.genuine successors and representatives of the ¢ hill men,” has sometimes had
a dash of the ludicrous about it to such an extent as to be somewhat &rying.
But T have comforted myself with the hope that an * enlarged experience”
would modify all this very considerably.

Would you allow me to add that it is with very greas pleasure indeed I ob-
serve the spirit in which the article on union in the Lresbyier is written.
Whatever the writer may think of my “spirit” (and I am sure it was, and is,
far from unfriendly {o union), I cannot say of his that it is ““ none of th\evbest.”
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The mental labours of a missionary must be very arduous, and to some
-estent irksome, before he has mastered the language of the people among
whom he labours, This dreary toil must be greatly increased, when there are
in their language yery few affinities to the languages of civilized and Chris-
‘tianised nations. . Think of the uncouth words, composed of many consonants,
and but few vowels, of the many syllables required to espress a very simple
-object or idea ; over these ho pores irom day to day, or hears them pronounced



